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The sole responsibility for the content of this deliverable lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect 

the opinion of the European Community. The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be 

made of the information contained therein.  

1. Introduction 
This document is an English summary of the Climate and Energy Strategy for Blekinge and it also 

provides a brief overview of the structure and some examples of each part of the strategy. The full 

strategy consists of; vision, focus areas, it’s connection to other targets and strategies, 

comprehensive targets, baseline, a section on the forum of Climate Cooperation for Blekinge, an 

action plan containing almost 70 actions and specifications of their primarily and secondarily 

responsible actors, as well as a description of the follow-up and implementation process.  

The Climate- and Energy Strategy for Blekinge (including actions) has been developed within the 

regional forum of Climate Cooperation for Blekinge. This makes the content well anchored among 

stakeholders; politicians at all levels (regional and local), municipalities, businesses, university etc. 

The County Administrative Board of Blekinge is ultimately responsible for the Strategy. The strategy 

was adopted and became official in June 2013 and the revised version were developed and adopted 

during 2017/2018, containing an updated action plan for 2017-2020. This document is an English 

summary of the revised version, which was adopted in April 2018 by the County Administrative 

Board of Blekinge. This document is authored by Sarah Ericsson and Jenny Rydquist at Region 

Blekinge in September 2018.  

The Swedish title for the strategy is “Klimat- och energistrategi för Blekinge – åtgärder 2017-2020”. 

In English translated to “Climate and Energy strategy for Blekinge – actions 2017-2020”.   

2. Summary of Regional Climate- and Energy Strategy for Blekinge 
The Strategy is based on the Swedish Government’s vision of a climate neutral Sweden by the year of 

2045. This vision has been decomposed into four distinct strategies in the Strategy, so-called four 

focus areas; reduced energy consumption, renewable energy, transports and engaging more people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Sweden's Climate Vision 2045 is the beacon - no net emissions of greenhouse gases in Sweden in 2045. The Climate- and Energy 
Strategy for Blekinge consists of four focus areas.  
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Target descriptions are made for each focus area to create a visionary picture of the future in terms 

of sustainability. The descriptions are based on the outcome of the process work that preceded the 

strategy.  

The strategy presents its comprehensive climate- and energy targets for Blekinge, within their 

respective focus area. This section also includes equivalent targets on national and international 

(European) level. 

The baseline is described in the document by a range of climate and energy statistics for Blekinge 

and a brief description of the potential of various sectors of society.  It also describes the potential to 

adapt society to walking, bicycling and public transport through the field of spatial planning. 

After the baseline a comprehensive approach of the main priorities in Blekinge is presented, followed 
by a section describing the Climate Cooperation as well as a section about the implementation 
process. In the action plan responsible actors for each measure are identified. The measures are 
grouped into subareas for each Focus area.  

The strategy and the measures apply during 2017-2020. Energy and climate work in Blekinge include 

all sectors of society; households, industry, business, agriculture/forestry, government and 

transportation.  

2.1 Comprehensive climate- and energy targets 

The comprehensive climate- and energy targets includes, as described above, regional targets for 

Blekinge, national targets set up by the Swedish Government, and international targets set up by the 

European Union. The targets are also divided into the four main strategies presented before. Below 

are the comprehensive targets for Blekinge, in each focus area. Despite following the same structure 

as national and international targets, the regional targets are set with a slightly higher level of 

ambition: 
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2.2 Baseline – brief summary 

The latest official statistics on greenhouse gas emissions available on regional level represents year 

2014. That specific year the emissions in Blekinge reached a total of 614 000 tones, which is 

equivalent to 4 tones per resident. The regional target for Blekinge 2020 is 3,5 tones per resident. 

Since 1990 there has been a 38% decline in greenhouse gas emissions in Blekinge, but the target for 

2020 is 50%. 

 

Figure 2. Climate affecting emissions for different types of usage. Data received from the national emission database.   

Different types of transports, especially passenger cars, and working machines are causing the 

highest GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions in Blekinge. The emissions have decreased over the years, 

though that decrease is declining now.  The biggest contributor to the decrease in emissions is the 

energy supply sector, due to transition from fossil oil to renewable energy.  

 

Figure 3. Total GHG emissions for different types of transports. Data received from the national emission database.   
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Swedes travel by air transport more and more, and its climate impact is increasing. The number of air 
travels per capita has more than doubled since the early 1990s. Air travelling has at the same time 
become more efficient, mainly because of fewer empty seats in the planes.  

Swedish consumption leads to emissions in both Sweden and other countries. The main part of these 
emissions come from the production of imported goods. Whilst emissions deriving from Swedish 
consumption decreases in Sweden, it also leads to increasing emissions in other countries.  

 

Figure 4. Emissions in Sweden and other countries deriving from consumption. Data from Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. 

An extensive streamlining for reduced energy consumption is necessary if renewable energy sources 

are to be sufficient. It is also a key element if we are to reach the national government’s vision of a 

climate neutral Sweden by the year of 2045. Studies have shown that there is great potential for 

increasing efficiency in different sectors. Through spatial planning it is possible to adapt and develop 

society to walking, bicycling and public transports. Transports can be significantly more efficient 

through a more developed route planning, coordination of transport types and increased energy 

efficiency in motors. In Blekinge most fossil energy is used in the transport sector, and there is high 

potential for a fast adaption to renewable fuels. For this to be possible Blekinge will need a well-

developed supply network of fuel stations and charging points.  
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2.3 Comprehensive approach – what is most important for Blekinge? 
 
It will take powerful measures to reach the targets for Blekinge 2020 as a step on the way towards 

the vision of a climate neutral Sweden in 2045. All sectors of society will need to pitch in; households, 

the industry, businesses, agriculture/forestry, public service and transports. A lot of work is in 

progress on decreasing society’s climate change impact, and in Blekinge the total emissions of GHG 

have decreased with 20% since 1990. Transports are the single area that stands for the main part of 

climate impacts, and passenger cars stands for a majority of emissions.  

The pace of our adaption process will need to increase further in all its width, if we are to reach the 

targets: 

1. Especially large actions will be needed to decrease emissions from transports.  

 
2. It is strategically important to, in a sustainable way, make good use of the energy that can be 

obtained through by-products and biomass in the nearby area, for example forestry, animal 

husbandry and household waste.  
 

3. All actions for a decreased climate impact will be developed within sustainable development 

as a holistic perspective.  

 

Many of the suggested actions are neutral in relation to other interests aside from the ones about 

decreasing climate impact. Actions that has the potential to affect other interests often comes with 

the prerequisites to find solutions which are favorable in more than one perspective. Other actions 

could require more reasoning, coordination and actors who are willing to search for innovative 

solutions. 

A suitable approach in the action plan, in relation to the comprehensive climate- and energy targets, 

is to: 

1. Primarily reduce energy consumption (for example through additional insulation of houses, 

creating more efficient driving routes for freight transports). 

 
2. Secondarily use energy more efficient (for example through obtaining waste heat, switching 

to more energy efficient goods, economical driving). 
 

3. Thirdly go full scale on adaption to renewable energy (for example, converting from oil to 

district heating or geothermal energy).  

It is also important to take gender equality into thought when working for a decreased climate 

impact. Studies have shown that women leave a smaller ecological footprint than men, which is 

explained due to that man have greater access to financial resources, bigger mobility and travelling. 

A behavioral change among men is therefore identified as a key factor in the work to decrease 

climate impacts.  
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2.4 The Forum of Climate Cooperation for Blekinge 
 

 
The forum of Climate Cooperation for Blekinge was founded in 2011. The aim was to create a good 

foundation for regional collaboration between different actors within climate- and environmental 

work. The work is led by the county administrative board of Blekinge, together with Region Blekinge 

and Energikontor Sydost (Energy Agency for Southeast of Sweden). The forum aims to be a 

coordinating and driving force in the County’s climate- and energy work, and works by the key 

concept of creating consensus, collaboration and coordination without needing to create new 

organizations.  
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2.5 Implementation and follow-up of targets and actions 
 
In connection to the latest revision from 2017, the climate- and energy actions were integrated with 

the action plan for the national environmental objectives. The implementation and follow-up of 

these actions also follow the same structure as the action plan for the national objectives. 

The intent is that actions are to be commenced and completed within the programme period 2017-
2020. For each action there is suggestions for a primarily responsible actor and secondarily actors, as 
well as for a follow-up. The primarily responsible actor gets the task to initiate the action and follow 
it through. The secondarily actors are expected to contribute to the follow-through, for example by 
implementing it in their own organisations. It is up to the actors themselves to see that the actions 
are being implemented and prioritised. A few of the actions have a time-limit, but most of them does 
not have a deadline for implementation since the actors need to find the opportunities to plan the 
actions into their businesses. When committing to implementation of an action the actor has to 
precise what time they plan to commence. The list of commitment will be updated annual at the 
same time as the follow-up. Some actions are suitable to follow through within the ordinary 
business, while others demand a startup of projects and possibly external funding. A specific funding 
does not come with the actions in this programme. 
 
Follow-up 
The actions aim at both public and private actors. Because of reasons connected to resources the 
follow-up only targets public actors. The County Administrative Board of Blekinge will perform an 
annual follow-up by asking the actors about the grade of implementation of specific actions. This 
grade is based on a four-graded scale: 
 

• Completed or almost completed, or continuously on-going, G. 

• Half completed or more, H. 

• Commenced but not yet half completed, P. 

• Not yet commenced, E. 

In connection to the follow-up there will also be opportunities to present results and environmental 
effects from the actions.  
 
The aim of the follow-up is to:  

• Create an overall-picture of the work process with the actions. 

• Act as basis for the county administrative board’s tasks to support the municipalities and 
other actors in their work with the actions. 

• Complementing the annual regional follow-up of the environmental objectives which the 
county administrative and the Swedish Forest Agency performs, and where the situation and 
development of the environment is analyzed and assessed.  

• Inspire actors to develop their environmental work. 
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2.6 Connection to BEA-APP and the General Planning Criteria   
 
As described in the BEA-APP project application and the English summary of the Climate and Energy 
Strategy for Blekinge (as well as for Skåne), it was revised during the project to include spatial 
planning aspects, as part of a broader, cooperative update process. The relevant partner from the 
BEA-APP project (PP3 Region Blekinge) contributed content regarding spatial planning for renewable 
energy. However, the County Administrative Board of Blekinge is ultimately responsible for the 
strategy relevant to their region, also described in the project application and English summary.  
The main contribution from the BEA-APP project was to further connect spatial planning with the 
renewable energy concepts as well as bringing international knowledge about spatial planning and 
renewable energy into the working process. The County Administrative Board of Blekinge has been 
an associated partner throughout the project and they have participated in both transnational 
conferences as well as the final conference of the project. In our renewable energy concept, spatial 
planning has not been implemented in a specific chapter. Instead we have chosen to integrate spatial 
planning in all four focus areas, with targeted actions including primarily responsible actors. All of 
these targeted actions can be found in Appendix 1 in the English Summary of our renewable energy 
concept.  
 
The General Planning Criteria 
It should be stressed that when this English Summary was written, the General Planning Criteria 
(output from WP 2.2) were not fully developed and could therefore not be fully implemented and 
were instead included as an appendix (Appendix 2) in the summary. However, as mentioned in the 
section above, spatial planning is implemented throughout all focus areas including more concrete 
actions. A few examples of this are the following:  
 

• Focus area “Renewable Energy” (p.12): We have a theme called comprehensive planning and 
detailed development planning with five targeted actions for spatial planning and renewable 
energy.  

• Focus area “Renewable Energy” (p.13): We have a theme called solar power within spatial 
planning with two targeted actions.  

• Focus area “Transports” (p.15): We have a theme called comprehensive planning and 
detailed development planning as well, with two targeted actions.  

   
It should also be underlined that more actions, in all focus areas, connect to spatial planning even if it 
is not expressed in those exact words. For example “favour walking, bicycling, and public transport” 
also includes spatial planning, since actions like this demands sufficient infrastructure.”  
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Appendix 1: Climate- and Energy Actions 2017-2020 
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Appendix 2: General Criteria for the spatial planning for renewable energy in the 
BSR (output from WP 2.2 in the BEA-app project)  
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