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Oulu University started 1959 with
good resources

• First aquatic fauna course in 1963



M/S Aranda (SYKE) came to 
study northern Bothnian Bay in 
1964
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International Biological Program IBP 1964-1974

”…biological studies focusing on the productivity of biological resources, 
human adaptability to environmental change, and environmental change 
itself. ”



First university scuba diving course in Finland was held in Oulu 1966
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Masters thesis from 1971 (Pentti Kangas, University
of Oulu):

A study of benthic fauna around Krunnit archipelago
reef bottoms by scuba diving methods



The plant cover of some littoral biotopes at Krunnit (NE Bothnian Bay), 
Guy Hällfors, 1976



Two national parks established in 1991 (Perämeren kansallispuisto) and 
1995 (Haparanda Skärgårds National Park)

Underwater biological mapping done
in both national parks, and Råneå
and Kalix 1991 - 1999



Perämeri Life in cooperation with Bothnian Bay environmental 
authorities in 2001-2005



VELMU national underwater programme in Finland 2004-2016



2017-2020







Thank you!


