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The BSN-story 

in a nutshell



Status quo before BSN
 Very heterogeneous landscape with partially fragmented efforts 
in the field of Science and Research policy: Nordic cooperation, 
Northern dimension, EUSBSR, Baltic cooperation, CBSS, …

There was no macro regional dimension in science policy

There was no transnational BSR body or organization dealing with 
science and research policy issues

BSR countries consortia in projects funded by the EU 
underrepresented

Brain drain from East to West



Creation of the
BSN-Network



Involved stakeholders
and cooperation partners



12 Meetings

19. February 2015, Hamburg, Brainstorming Seminar
7-9 April 2016, Hamburg
15-17 June 2016,Cracow
10-11 November 2016, Stockholm
25-27 April 2017, Turku and Seili
14 June 2017, Berlin
15 November 2017, Tallinn
5-6 February 2018, Hamburg, Retreat
9-11 April 2018, Gdansk
25-27 September 2018, Turku and Mariehamn
27 November 2018, Brussels
15-17 January 2019 Oslo



BSN positioned in BSR 
political structures

Flagship within EUSBSR 
PA Education

CBSS Agenda on Science, 
Research and Innovation 
(CBSS SRIA, CBSS BSSD)



1. BSN has put

Science and Research 
Cooperation in the BSR 

on the agenda



Events
15-17 June 2016, Cracow, CBSS Ministerial and BSN political kick-off
10-11 November 2016, Stockholm, EUSBSR Annual Forum, BSN panel discussion
18 January 2017, Copenhagen, Transnational WS on mobility
8 February 2017, St. Petersburg, 1st CBSS BSSD
10 February 2017, Vilnius, Transnational WS on research excellence
13-14 June 2017, Berlin, EUSBSR Annual Forum, BSN panel discussion
15 November 2017, Tallinn, Widening Conference
24-26 January 2018, Turku, BUP rectors conference and 2nd CBSS BSSD
26 November 2018, Brussels, BSR Powerhouse of Science
22-23 February 2019, CBSS High Level Meeting on Science 



Press work

62 press releases 

7 BSN Newsletters

Articles in other Newsletters
and publications

Tweets
#BalticScienceNetwork
#BalticScience
#BSRSciencePowerhouse



2. Knowledge 
Production



Studies WP 3

Research and Innovation Excellence

3.1 Challenges and barriers to research 
cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region

3.2 Scientific Excellence: Joint Potentials 
in the BSR – an explorative study



Studies WP 3

3.2 Outcomes of the expert groups

Scientific Excellence in 
Life Sciences in the BSR

Fostering Sustainable and Inclusive 
Labour Markets in the BSR: 
A Life Course Perspective

Creating unique and sustainable 
value through Scientific Excellence 
in Photon and Neutron Science in 
the Baltic Sea Region 



Studies WP 3

Research and innovation excellence

3.3 Draft working paper on
“Joint programming in a macro-regional setting”

3.4 Roadmap for Transnational 
Utilisation of Existing and 
Planned R&I Infrastructure



Studies WP 4
Mobility in Research and HE
4 International Mobility of 
Researchers in the BSR

4.1  Challenges to Researchers´
Mobility in the BSR

4.2 Researcher Mobility Tools 
for the BSR

4.3 Working paper on BSN
Mobility tools (finished, will be published soon)



Studies WP 5
Widening Participation
5.1 Study on Research Cooperation 
in the BSR: Existing Networks, 
Obstacles and Ways Forward

5.2 Participation in ERA and BS RDI 
Activities: Analysis and Policy 
Implications for Widening Participation 
of Strong and Moderate Innovators

5.2. Drivers for participation in 
transnational research cooperation and 
recommendations for increasing 
participation of low performing countries
/ regions in transnational research activities



Studies

6.1  Overview of the Best Practices of 
Researchers´Mobility Progammes

6.1 Research and Innovation 
Excellence in the BSR

6.2 Baltic Science Network – Learning Experiences
- Do’s and Don’ts 

BSN Final publication “BSR – Powerhouse of 
Science”



3. Policy Outputs



Policy outputs

BSN influence:
• Russia signed the Interreg-contract
• Science was, due to active influence by BSN, one of the 

main topics at the BSPC 2017
• Latest update of the EUSBSR action plan: due to BSN 

influence “Research” was added as topic in PA Education (PA 
Education, Research and Employability)

• Current update of the EUSBSR action plan: New idea to 
strengthen “Science and Research” are discussed 

• Voice heard in Brussels (Policy papers, conference in 
Brussels)



Policy Papers

Baltic Science Network Position Paper 
“Tackling widening participation in R&I 
from the BSR perspective”

Baltic Science Network Policy Paper 
regarding the FP 9



4. BSN as Enabler



BSN as Enabler
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Putting the BSN-finding
into practise:

The BSN-
Powerhouse-Project



Project Partners



Associate Organisations


