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Vidzeme region in Europe 

Historic Region with many

Hanseatic cities

Rich cultural traditions

Crossroads between

East and the West



Latvia – Vidzeme region





Industrial Heritage in Vidzeme 

region

Turaida Museum reserve

Ape Municipality

Alūksne Municipality

Gulbene Municipality

Strenči Municipality

Carnikava Municipality



204 km

186 km

33 km





Railway Heritage - Bānītis
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The Only daily Operational
Narrow Gauge Railway in the 
Baltics

o Regular daily traffic between 
towns  Gulbene and Alūksne;

o Up to 20 000 passengers 
per year.
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Special Events
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Activities for visitors



Wooden viewing terrace nearby Stāmeriene 

station with a view to the narrow gauge railway 

Bānītis route





Interactive screen in Stāmeriene Station that includes 

information on Banitis with developed within the project 

„GreenRailway” 





Former Soviet Army military base in 

Zeltiņi

The nuclear rocket base of

former USSR army –

the top secret former military object

in the territory of the Nuclear base, 

you can see the missile assembly,

a storage, management hangars, 

bomb shelters and loopholes

(17 secret and 17 public objects).



Former Soviet Army military base in Zeltini



Gauja Raftsmen festival

Floating is the oldest form in the world of transporting timber. 

Every year on the third Saturday of May the Gauja Raftsmen 

Festival takes place in Strenči.

The objective of raftsmen expedition and the festival is to maintain 

and popularize the knowledge and skills of the historical craft of 

Gauja raftsmen through generations. 



River Gauja Raftsmen festival

Event starts 3 days 

in advance, going on 

raftsmen expedition. 

The festival day 

starts early in the 

morning and 

conclusion late in 

the evening.

This year the festival 

will take place the 

20th time!



SEDA
A small town with compact structure and street spoke-like 

planning, regular sections and circumferential structuring. 

Peculiar cultural historical value is samples of Stalinist 

architecture and town build in a style of Socialist Classicism. 



Nature reserve - Seda marsh
Almost uninhabited territory.

As a result of peat extraction a peculiar cultural 

landscape has been emerged there shaped by peat 

extraction fields, irrigated manufactured part of the 

marsh, so called marsh ponds and narrow-gauge 

railway used for peat extraction needs.  



Turaida Museum Reserve



Turaida Museum Reserve

1st place – ECTN Award 2016





Turaida Museum Reserve receives 

the Prize of Excellency from the Ministry of 

Culture



Carnikava District Industrial 

Heritage today and tomorrow

New cyclist/pedestrian  

bridge accross 

the river Gauja

The new dams -

lover flood risks





Carnikavas Local History Centre





Carnikava lamprey – Protected Geographical 

Indication at European level



Carnikava District Military Heritage objects are included in the almost 

30 km long  Military Heritage route

.



Military Heritage Assets 

of Carnikava District

✓ Military bunkers built during by the Republic of Latvia in the
1930s, located in the area from the mouth of the Lielupe
River to the mouth of the Gauja River were part of the
Daugavgrīva Fortress fortifications and were used during
WWII. The Lilaste Military Camp was used as a training
camp before and during WWII.

✓ During Soviet times, the Carnikava Municipality and parts of
the region were used by the military. Mežgarciems was used
by the Soviet Air Defense Troops, where the S-75 PGA
training base was located. Today, the place can be visited
with guides and you can still see the Soviet heritage sites.

✓ Future goals: to develop the Mežgarciems Military Area in
the future, promoting entrepreneurship with public-private
partnerships. A major goal is the creation of a museum
specializing in this field together with private partner
organizations.









Future promotion and development of 

Industrial Heritage in Vidzeme
Promotion of the heritage through:

• European Heritage labels (e.g. Carnikava)

• CoE Culture Routes (e.g. Hansa)

• ECTN Award (2014-2nd place: Limbaži;

2015-3rd place: Daugavpils; 

2016-1st place Turaida)

• Possible new UNESCO objects (e.g.Turaida)

• New CoE Tourism Route (focus also on Industrial/military heritage)

• 2017: UNWTO International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development

• Activities within Latvia 100 years anniversary in 2018
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Mr. Raitis Sijāts
Chairman of the Board – Vidzeme Tourism Association

President – European Cultural Tourism Network


