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North Karelia – perfect
for forest bioeconomy
Forerunner in smart forest 
bioeconomy, since the 1990s:

Strong and dynamic forest cluster
World-class knowledge hub in forest research and 
expertise

163 000 inhabitants  •  size 21 585 km²  •  89% forest  •  13 municipalities



Sustainability targets for 2030



Regional Council of North 
Karelia

Our objective is to make 
North Karelia an even better 
place to live, study, work, 
and operate as an 
entrepreneur.



Policy improvements

Roadmap Towards Oil-Free 
and Low-Carbon North 

Karelia by 2040�

• Bio4Eco participated 
in defining objectives for 
natural resource and 
bioeconomy sectors�.

Smart Forest Bioeconomy 
strategy of North Karelia

• Combines objectives 
of RIS3 strategy and 
regional climate and energy 
programme 2020.�



Policy improvements
Scenario analysis of the impacts of increased harvesting volumes on biodiversity and 
carbon stocks

• Background data for further policy improvements.
• �The aim to increase forest fellings by 1 million cubic meters/year decreases biodiversity and forest carbon 

sinks. 

�North Karelia’s Regional Strategic Programme for 2018-2021 and its implementation 
plans

• More emphasis on sustainable use of forests and low-carbon energy production.

• Estimated amount of funding influenced by the project: c. 1,700,000 € 



Climate-smart
forestry

We need to increase the 
climate benefits from 
forests and the forest sector, 
in a way that creates 
synergies with other needs 
related to forests.



Climate-smart forestry
Inspiration: Scenario analysis produced in the project. 
Experiences of Lettish, Slovenian and French partners.
Results: Roadmap and timeline to guide development of 
climate-smart forestry.
• Implemented through a project managed by Natural 

Resources Institute Finland (LUKE)
• Next steps: New forest management recommendations 

and carbon classifications of forests in North Karelia





Other actions
• Skilled labour: New possibilities 

and solutions to attract practical 
forest workers (harvesters, timer 
truck drivers, mechanics etc.)

• Regional bioeconomy brand: New 
promotional materials 
that emphasise our strengths and 
possibilities in bioeconomy:

www.pohjois-karjala.fi/bioeconomy



Results in North Karelia
• Low-carbon issues, bioeconomy and bioenergy are

taken into account in planning and decision-making.

• Actions to improve climate-smart forestry have been
taken.

• Awareness of key development needs of the sector
has increased.

Between 2016 and 2018, the use of fossil fuels in heating 
has dropped by 15,25%.

Share of renewables of total energy consumption: 67% 



pohjois-karjala.fi @pohjois-karjala @pkliitto @pohjois_karjala linkedin.com/company/
pohjois-karjala

youtube.com/pkmaakuntaliitto

Thank you!


