Interesting initiatives for start-ups

Toruh is all about start-ups — that’s for sure. According to the research “Polish start-ups
2017 conducted by the Startup Poland Foundation, the city of Copernicus placed the third
place where citizens are most willing to start their own business.

What makes this place so start-up-friendly? A major factor is that Torun is a university city.
Its wide cultural offer, rich history and....perfect communication with the biggest Polish cities
are not without significance, either. Everywhere in Torun you can see how modernity meets
with tradition. Such are the Torun citizens, too — educated, focused on development and
thrill-seeking, yet also attached to the place where they were born (or in which they live by
choice) and wishing to create a kind of a community.

Together with the emergence of start-ups in Torun, new initiatives associating and “making
life easier” for young entrepreneurs appear, too.

SIM Torun

Sim Torun is one of the oldest barcamp initiatives. The meetings have been organized since
2012 at the Center for Contemporary Art. The organizers, Artur Jabtoriski and Dominik
Pokornowski, ensure that these cyclical events touch upon all important issues; that's why
the event has already such themes as “Marketing of a culture center”, i.e. all the advertising
activities for cultural institutions, “Marketing for restaurants”, “Poland’s brand”, as well as
blogs, social media and crises arising therein.

Geek Girls Carrots Torun

Equally interesting, though quite less regular are the Geek Girls Carrots Torun meetings held
at the Hanza Cafe. The entire project is created for women who are acquainted with modern
technologies, yet the material will surely be of interest to men, too. What subjects do the
popular “carrots” talk about? They have already covered such themes as "Project Manager
or Project Leader? Conducting mobile apps projects — experiences”, “What does the
heliocentric theory have in common with the virtual currencies?”, “Who are you? You'’re a
brand!”, “The work environment of a graphic designer”, “Blog as a medium to create your
personal brand” and many others.

Torun Java User Group

The Torun JUG initiative, in the words of the participants concerned, “associates people
passionate about technologies based on Java Virtual Machine, who treat programming not
only as a job, but first of all as a hobby and great fun”. These are cyclical meetings, usually
taking place on the last Wednesday of the month at the Nicolas Copernicus University’s
Faculty of Mathematics and IT.



Exea Smart Space

Exea is a bit different, though equally important initiative. Smart Space is a place where
young entrepreneurs can meet, get training, but first of all work and cooperate. It is an
incubator, a space for work meant for freelancers, designers, start-ups and young
technology companies. The persons concerned can hire the whole office or just a co-working
desk. It is also a facility where cyclical events take place. These include e.g. OpenBETA,
where you can learn how to successfully establish and develop your own start-up, Business
Workshop, i.e. trainings on business promotion, as well as guest events — from regional
editions of global events to original conferences.

These are just a selected few of the projects in which the start-ups can participate. In fact,
there is a lot more of them — both the cyclical ones and those which take place occasionally.



