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Evaluating innovation policy mixes
Introduction

Source: Magro & Wilson, 2015

• Benchmarking is a good tool for learning about other experiencies in the

policy arena. 

• Examples of best practices in evaluating innovation policy-mixes are 

limited

• There are two main approaches: qualitative analyses and quantitative

ones, each of which has its advantages and limitations

• We provide a first exploratory examples of both approaches
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Example: Qualitative approach
The case: evaluation of the interventions of Department for Business, 

Enterprise and Regulatory Reform – UK

Purpose of the evaluation:

1. Explore the likely contribution of evaluated interventions to higher level 

objectives, specially to productivity growth and its drivers

2. Examine the degree to which the interventions were competing or 

complementary in terms of its contribution

General approach and methodology
• Synthesis evaluation based on previous evaluations of programmes

• Defining the logic framework of the interventions

• Defining how to infer contribution to higher level objectives (review of 

research evidence about distinctive causal relationships between different 

drivers and productivity levels and growth, identify information gaps and 

use of substitute information –eg. Statistics- to infer contribution)

• Using a synthesis template to collect and systematize information

• Quantitative analysis to estimate contribution
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Example: Qualitative approach
Approach and methodology for the second objective (complementarity/competition)

Background: stablishing a framework for interventions
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Example: Qualitative approach
Approach and methodology for the second objective (complementarity/competition)

Framework and steps:
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Example: Qualitative approach

Data collection and systematization: template to systematize previous evaluations

Approach and methodology for the second objective (complementarity/competition)
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Example: Qualitative approach
Using a template to collect information from previous evaluations: example
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Example: Qualitative approach
Using a template to collect information from previous evaluations: example
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Example: Qualitative approach
Using a template to collect information from previous evaluations: example
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Example: Qualitative approach
Categorising interventions to analyse and draw conclusions from desk research
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Example: Quantitative approach

• Quantitative approaches focus on the effectiveness of the interactions

among different policy instruments (policy-mixes) and therefore seeks for

assesing consistency among instruments

• Data is the main input for this approach, either from primary or secondary

sources. 

• The most common methodology is following a quasi-experimental 

approach by comparing beneficiaries of public programmes with a control 

group. 

• This is the most suitable case when beneficiaries are firms, difficult to 

apply in the case of a limited number of beneficiaries (i.e. universities) 

• This approach could be applied to individual evaluations or for looking at 

the instruments interactions (policy mix) 

• Data availability is the main constraint for this method to be applied
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Example: Quantitative approach

Framework for evaluating innovation policy mixes

Mulligan et al. (2017)
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Example: Quantitative approach

Policy mix: Innovative Public procurement/ R&D subsidies to firms

Data: Survey conducted to European firms (2006-2008)

Distinction of three types of companies: 

- Beneficiaries ONLY of R&D grants

- Beneficiaries ONLY of PPI

- Beneficiaries of BOTH programmes

Guerzoni & Raiteri, (2013) 

Control variables: Size, age, domestic or international company, sector, country.

Variables for measuring impacts in behaviour : R&D expenditure
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Example: Quantitative approach

Results: 

The number of firms that have increased their R&D investment and innovativeness degree

(introduction of new product, process or service) is higher when receiveing simultaneosly

both supports (i.e. 26% of firms in R&D increase)

Guerzoni & Raiteri, (2013) 
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Reflections

• Each of the approaches (quantitative/ qualitative) 

leads to different results: qualitative broader

conclusions, quantitative quantifies complementarity/ 

substitution of the interventions. 

• A good approach is to combine both methodologies

but questions about technical competencies and 

resources required might arise.

Which could be the approach to be explored first given

your context? 
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Project smedia

Thank you! 

Questions/Comments welcome

Twitter: @InterregManumix

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/manumix-

interreg-312014141/

Web: https://www.interregeurope.eu/manumix/


