
Environmental Inspections 
and EMAS in Austria 



 
Is EMAS part of the national legislation  
regarding environmental inspections? 
Is there a difference to the IED?  
  
Industrial Emission Directive was integrated into  different laws  
  
• Austrian Waste management law 
• Austrian Trade Act 1994 
• Austrian Water Act 
• Laws of the federal states 
• … 

 
EMAS is included in the risk assemessment 
 



 
 
How does the practical implementation of 
inspections work?  
 
 
 
All IPPC/IED installations must be covered by an environmental 
inspection plan. This plan must be regularly reviewed and updated. The 
inspection plan contains environmental bench marks, assessment 
criteria and other inspection criteria. 
  
On the basis of the inspection plan, the state governors regularly draw 
up their state programmes for routine environmental inspections, 
including the frequency of on-site inspections for the various types of 
installations. 
 



 
 
How does the practical implementation of 
inspections work?  
 
 
 
Difficulties: 

• 9 different inspection programmes according to the federal system in 
Austria 



 
 
EDM 
 
 



 
 
Environmental 
Inspection Report 
 
 



 
 
EMAS vs. Non-EMAS 
 
  
Frequency of the inspections is determined by the assessment of the 
environmental risk of the organisation’s activities. 

Austria uses IRAM method (Integrated Risk Assessment Method) based 
on IMPEL 

 



 
 
IRAM – risk assessment 
 
 
 1. Impacts on human health or the environment  

2. Releases to air (PRTR) 

3. Releases to water (PRTR) 

4. Releases to land (PRTR) 

5. hazardous wastes 

6. Quality of the local environment  

7. Sensitivity of the local environment  

8. Risk of accident regarding Seveso III RL 

I. Compliance 

II. Attitude of the operator 

III. Environmental Management System  

Implemented Environmental 
Management System lowers the 
risk: 

 
-1: EMAS 

 0: other EMS 
 
+1: NO EMS 
 
Lower risk leads to prolonged 
inspection frequency 
 
 



 
 
EMAS vs. Non-EMAS 
 
 
 
• In theory: reduced inspection frequency for EMAS organisations 

• In practice: more than 80% of the organisations have a prolonged 
inspection frequency – no difference between EMAS and non EMAS 

• IED installations. 1 – 3 years 

• No difference in scope, pocedure and result of inspections 

• Interview with inspectors: 
• “EMAS audit reports may be used by inspectors – this might even lead to 

stricter inspections” 

• “EMAS organisations are better organised due to the management system” 

 



 
 
BAT Documents 
 
 
 

 

 
• BAT Conclusions contain BAT for environmental management 

• These environment management criteria are very similar to EMAS  

• Check of the fulfillment of environmental management criteria easier 
with a validated environmental management system than with 
several individual measures  

• Still not many IPPC installations have EMAS 

• Why is EMAS not mandatory? 

 



 
 
What experiences do EMAS organizations  
have regarding environmental inspections?  
 
 
• Very time consuming  

• Expensive: ressources needed to prepare, attend and follow up after 
the inspection (10 employees needed for the inspection day) 

• Many different audits/inspections in Austria covering the same areas 
(mainly permits):  
• EMAS 
• Environmental Inspections 
• GewO §82b self assessment 
• Waste treatment plants have to be audited every 5th year according to the 

waste management law, however they are now audited every 3rd year in 
combination with the environmental inspection 

 



 
 
What is the current role of the EMAS  
verifier regarding environmental  
inspections?  
 
 

 

 

• No current role 

 

• EMAS verifier might look at the environmental inspection report 



Facts & Figures 

 

• Environmental inspection sites: appr. 700 

• EMAS sites affected by environmental inspection sites: 130 

• EMAS organisations affected: 42 

• Not all EMAS installations have an inspection frequency of three years 


