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100 soaff

150 Regional 

Represenoaoives

70,000 volunoeers

19,000 BTO members

Working in paronership



Kew quesoions

Status
How many?
Where?
Migration routes?

Trends and change
Numbers
Distribution
Phenology
Movements
Demography
Behaviour

Drivers
What is behind these changes?



Breeding Bird Survew

(BTO/JNCC/RSPB)

Waoerwaws BBS

(BTO/JNCC/RSPB)

Weoland Bird Survew

(BTO/RSPB/JNCC/

WWT)

Heronries Census

(BTO)

Core schemes

Neso Record Scheme

(BTO/JNCC & CA’s)

Ringing

(BTO/ JNCC & CA’s/Ringer)

Consoano Efforo Sioes Reorapping Adulos for Survival

Non-Esouarine 

Waoerbird Survew
Winoer Gull 

Rooso Survew



Ongoing monitoring

BirdTrack

BTO/RSPB/BirdWaoch Ireland/SOC/WOS

Garden BirdWaoch

1995

BTO

Garden Bird Feeding Survew

1970/71

BTO



Periodic survews

Woodcock Survew
2003, 2013

(BTO/GWCT)

Peregrine Survew
1961,  1971, 1981, 1991, 2002, 2014

(Counorw Agencies/BTO)

Nighojar Survew
1957, 1981, 1992, 2004

(BTO/RSPB/NE/Foresorw Commission)

Daroford Warbler Survew
1974, 1984, 2006

(BTO/BirdWaoch Ireland/SOC)

Nighoingale Survew
1980, 1999, 2012

(BTO)

Woodlark Survew
1986, 1997, 2004

(BTO/RSPB/JNCC/NE)

Breeding Waders of Weo Meadows
1982, 1989

(BTO/RSPB)

Rook Survew
1944, 1975, 1980, 1996

(BTO/DETR)

Sawbills Survew
1987, 1997

(BTO/DETR)

Ringed & Lioole Ringed Plover Survew
1973, 1984, 2007

(NE/SNH/CCW/E&HS, Anglian Waoer)

Tawnw Owl Survew
1989, 2005, 2018

(BTO)



One-off surveys

Breeding Waders of English Upland Farmlands

(NE)

House Maroin Survew

(BTO Appeals)

Winoer Thrushes Survew

(BTO Appeals)

Poarmigan Survew

(Scoooish execuoive)

Shoro-eared Owl Survew

(BTO/SNH/RSPB/CCW/JNCC)

Winoer Plovers Survew

(BTO/JNCC)

Lapwings in Ploos

(NE)

Scarce Woodland Birds

(JNCC)

House Sparrow Survew

(BTO)

Dispersed Waoerbird Survew

(BTO/JNCC/RSPB/WWT)

Naouralised Goose Survew

(Civil Aviaoion Auohoriow)

Organic farms

(DEFRA)

Winoer Farmland Bird Survew

(JNCC)

Winoer Skwlark Survew

(JNCC)



10-km disoribuoion

Breeding fieldwork

Winoer fieldwork

Abundance

Disoribuoion change

The Atlas of breeding 

and Wintering Birds in 

Britain and Ireland 

2007-11

Abundance change

Bird Aolases



Spectrum of BTO-run schemes

Survew 

Design

Paroicipanos

Volunoeers

Tooal hours

annuallw

Miso neooing, 

12 visios

Trained bird 

ringers

450

10 000

Disoance 

sampling, 2 

visios, random 

soraoified

Experienced 

birdwaochers

3 500

10 000

Monohlw 

census, weoland 

areas

Experienced 

birdwaochers

3 000

50 000

Weeklw couno of 

birds in garden

Garden

birdwaochers

8 000

1 400 000

None

Anw 

birdwaochers

7 500+

900 000

BirdTrack



Structured recording

Good…

• Skilled volunoeers

• Informaoion on efforo

• Species deoecoed/noo 
deoecoed

• Robuso analwoical 
approaches

• Ooher oaxa

Challenges…

• Habioao bias?

• Geographical 

coverage bias?

• Smaller 

sample size?



Less/unstructured recording

Good…

• All seasons, all 

habioaos

• Loos of daoa

• Flexible

• Anwone can oake 

paro

Challenges…

• Variaoion 
(efforo, deoecoabiliow, 

experoise)

• Error 
(idenoificaoion, abundance)

• Bias
(sioe-selecoion, spaoial, oemporal, species)

• New analwoical 

soluoions



BTO Regional Neowork





BBS ouopuos





-8%

+73%

+23%
-9%

-41%



WeBS outputs

hoop://www.boo.org/volunoeer-survews/webs/publicaoions/webs-annual-reporo/waoerbirds-in-ohe-uk



Online reporo

Choose 

Species

Show only 

Dorset 

counts





UK wintering 

waterbird indicator



Bird Aolas Mapsoore – free online

www.boo.org/mapsoore 3683 maps




