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The Field Studies Council
Bringing Environmental Understanding To All

• Blencathra

• Castle Head

• Malham Tarn

• Preston Montford

• Bishops Wood (Day)

• Flatford Mill

• Juniper Hall

• Nettlecombe Court

• Slapton Ley

• Amersham (Day)

• Epping Forest (Day)

• London (Day) 

• Derrygonnelly

• Titanic Quarter - Belfast

• Kindrogan

• Millport

• Rhyd-y-creuau

• Dale Fort

• Orielton

• Margam Park
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FSC diodiversity Projects Timeline

FSC Biodiversity Training Project

o Heritage Lottery Fund

o 2006-2010

FSC Invertebrate Challenge

o Heritage Lottery Fund

o 2011-2014

FSC Biodiversity Fellowship

o Defra Fund for Biodiversity in the Voluntary Sector

o 2013-2014

FSC Tomorrow’s Biodiversity

o Esmée Fairbairn Foundation

o 2013-2017

FSC BioLinks

o Heritage Lottery Fund

o 2016-2017 Development Phase

o 2018-2022 Delivery Phase
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Consultation Findings

Natural 

heritage
People Communities

• Lots of species group 
under-recorded due 
to difficulty in 
identification

• Site managers 
unable to access or 
interpret 
invertebrate data

• Generational skills 

gap – young adults 

are a priority

• Lack of structured 

training pathways to 

enable volunteer 

recorders to develop

• Select training 

centres should be 

developed as hubs 

for local recording 

community

• Integration of 

project into existing 

recording 

community pivotal 

to ensuring legacy
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The FSC dioLinks Project – Where?

£1.23m
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Going Digital
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Championing Invertebrates

Introductory National Expert



Local 
Environmental 
Record Centres

National 
Recording 
Schemes

Natural 
History 

Societies

Strengthening the network





Motivation

Knowledge

Confidence

Skills

Volunteer training pathway





The FSC Tomorrow’s 

diodiversity Project ‘Spider 

Training Model’

Learn To Love Spiders

Field Identification of Spiders

Spider Identification Using Microscopes

Advanced Spider Identification





Focus Species Group 

Training Courses

“Learn to Love” Courses

"Looking at Inverts with 

Microscopes"

BioBlitz Events

Field Recorder Days

Verification Support 

Workshops

Digital Skills Training

Train the Trainers 

Workshops

Collections Workshops

Supporting the Recorders



Focus Species Group 

Training Courses

“Learn to Love” Courses

"Looking at Inverts with 
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Field Recorder Days

Verification Support 

Workshops
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Workshops

Collections Workshops

diological Records
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Managing Sites For Invertebrates

Field Recorder Days

Invertebrate Assemblage 

List

Habitat Quality 

Assessment

• FSC BioLinks volunteer recorders record invertebrates 

on site

• FSC BioLinks staff collate records and produce 

invertebrate assemblage list

• FSC BioLinks staff provide invertebrate assemblage list 

and Pantheon guidance to site manager

• Site manager uses Pantheon to undertake habitat 

quality assessment for site  invertebrate assemblages
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Sign up to our newsletter for more 

information

Sign up to the FSC BioLinks e-Newsletter to hear about 
events when they’re open to bookings:

www.fscbiodiversity.uk/biolinks-signup


