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ECOSYSTEM-BASED MARINE SPATIAL MANAGEMENT 

recognises the full web of interactions in the marine 

environment, taking into account the human activities 

 

INSTEAD OF 

 

looking into specific issues, species and/or ecosystems 

in isolation 







SOCIO-ECONOMIC aspect 

• Fisheries: trawlers, purse seiners, coastal 

 

• Tourism: massive/alternative, marinas, beaches, diving centres 

 

• Industry: industrial waste 

 



DATA COLLECTION PROCESS 

• Data from published scientific papers and results of other 

research projects in the area 

 
 

• Existing unpublished data  

 
 

• Consultation of experts and expert judgement 

 

• Targeted surveys/studies 



	

















	



Lack of data should not be used as an excuse for non-action, 

especially when the issue of conserving threatened species and habitats is concerned!  

CONCLUSIONS 

• Lack of data, issues of quality and spatial distribution  
 

• Overlap of ecologically important areas for protected species 

with areas that are important for fisheries – conflicts of 

interest 
 

• Great need for management plans (with adaptive management) 



Monitoring and Evaluation of Spatially Managed Areas 
 

MESMA 
 

www.mesma.org 

The EU FP7 project MESMA focused on marine 

spatial planning and produced integrated 

management tools (concepts, models and 

guidelines) for Monitoring, Evaluation and 

implementation of Spatially Managed marine Areas, 

based on European collaboration.  

 

MESMA supplied innovative methods and 

integrated strategies for governments, local 

authorities, stakeholders, and other managerial 

bodies for planning and decision making at different 

local, national, and European scales, for sustainable 

development of European seas. 
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