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Europe's 
hottest startups 
2016: Lisbon 
This is the first year the Portuguese 
capital has been included in WIRED's 
list 
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LISBON	STRATEGY	BASED	ON	ECOSYSTEMS:	

•  Connec*ng	Mul*ple	Stakeholders	/Actors	(“Size	Ma>ers”)	

•  Linking	Universi*es	/	R&D	with	Startups/SMEs	

•  Linking	Big	Companies	with	Startups	and	SMEs	

•  Strengthening	the	local	ecosystem	(density/proximity)	and	crea*ng	
links	with	Interna*onal	Players	and	Ecosystems	

•  Genera*ng	Knowledge	Spillovers	





STARTUP	GENOME:	LISBON	HIGHLIGHTS	
	

	

Fast	Growth	and	Seamless	IntegraCon	

•  Lisbon	Startup	Ecosystem	is	growing	exponen*ally,	and	showing	promising	integra*on	with	more	mature	
ecosystems	across	both	sides	of	the	Atlan*c.	

Diversity	&	Gender	Equality	

•  Lisbon	has	the	highest	rate	of	female	founders	in	Europe!	And	it’s	also	one	of	the	European	ecosystems	with	
the	highest	percentage	of	startups	with	at	least	one	female	founder.	

Strongly	Connected,	Highly	ALracCve	

•  Lisbon	startup	leaders	have	a	high	average	number	of	rela*onships	with	entrepreneurs	from	global	leading	
ecosystems;	

•  Lisbon	is	one	of	the	top	5	European	ecosystems	to	which	entrepreneurs	from	top	ecosystem	travel	to,	driven	by	
global	events	like	the	Web	Summit	Lisbon	2016.		

•  Lisbon	ranks	second	in	Europe	when	it	comes	to	the	percentage	of	startups	that	moved	to	our	ecosystem	from	
another	country.	

Global	Market-Oriented	

•  A	high	percentage	of	startups	targe*ng	global	markets,	confirmed	by	a	high	rate	of	foreign	customers	outside	
Europe,	shows	that	Lisbon-based	startups	and	founders	are	focused	on	global	markets.	

Higher	EducaCon	

•  Lisbon	has	the	highest	percentage	of	founders	with	a	Master’s	or	PhD	(82%),	on	top	of	which	a	significant	
percentage	of	founders	show	tech	background,	along	with	a	high	percentage	of	developers	with	engineering	
degrees.	








