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OK KIDS
FASTEN YOUR
SEAT BELTS...

NERVOUS,

?
ANDRES? SETTLE YOURSELF,

SELENE, WE'RE
ALMOST THERE.

LANDING
MAKES EVERYONE
NERVOUS, MRS
KADI...

NO, IT
DOESN'T, MR
JAKOV!

YOU DON'T

THINK 80,
‘- DENISA?

LOOk AT




SHARING IDEAS,
THAT'S WHAT THE BLUE
ENERGY LAB IS FOR.

| CAN'T WAIT
TO SHOW MY 22
PROTOTYPE!

...SEE, USING THIS
STRUCTURE WE COULD CAPTURE
THE WIND AND...

...BUT THE REAL
ENERGY I8 IN THE
TEMPERATURE
GRADIENT!

AND WHAT
ABOUT THE
WAVES?

AND TO FIGURE OUT Y
HOW THE SEA CAN GIVE
Us ALL THE ENERGY THAT
HAS BEEN KEPT SECRET

FOREVER.

...THE SEA CURRENTS ARE WHY THE
HUMANITY’S FUTURE! BIOMASS? THINK
ABOUT IT!

PFF! BUT
YOU'RE NOT TAKING §
INTO ACCOUNT THE

SALINITY AND ITS
POTENTIAL...

IT'S ALL
THERE, RIGHT

MALTA, LADIES
AND GENTLE-
MEN.

UNDER OUR NOSES, ==

CAN'T YOu
SEE?

AND IT'S 8O
BEAUTIFUL!

IF ONLY
EVERYONE
KNEW...

WELCOME TO\



EVERYONE
WILL KNOW -
EVERYONE!

THE REST
IS ALL LIES!

WHAT WE
NEED I8 IN OIL...
PLASTIC...

IRON... AND
COAL!

SCIENCE ;
HAS IT ALL TODAY I'LL
WRONG! 7Y " STOP THESE
— 2 W/ SO-CALLED
ENERGIES FROM
MAKING ANY
CHANGES!

AND THE
WORLD WILL CARRY
ON AS IT ALWAYS
HAS.

THEY'LL

KNOW THAT I'M

A HERO!




| GRABBED
YOU JusT IN
TIME...

CAN YOu %
HEAR ME : / BEFORE YOU
WOMAN? SN f\ DECEIVED THE

WORLD...

DO YOU SAY
TO THAT?

GO TO HELL! 3
I'M NOT CHANGING

MY PLANS, TONIGHT
| WILL STRIKE!

I'LL TAKE
THE ENERGY FROM
THE ISLAND IN SECRET
AND THEN PUBLICLY GIVE
IT BACK, AND EVERYONE
WILL SEE WHAT KIND
OF HERO | AM!

EVERYTHING
WILL STAY AS

NO ONE
NEEDS TO CHANGE
THE WORLD!



WE'D LIKE TO THANK
THE INTERREG-MED PROGRAM
THAT MADE ALL OF THIS
POSSIBLE...

...AND MOST
IMPORTANTLY, THANK YOU
TO OUR KIND GUESTS WHO

HAVE COME FROM ALL
OVER EUROFPE...

THEIR IDEAS THAT
THEY WILL SHARE WITH
US SHORTLY.

Vv WHAT WE DO KNOW\/—/ EACH ONE OF U8 CAN DO OUR PART IN
WL IS THAT IT'S FULL OF COMBINING THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA WITH
THE SEA RESOURCES, FULL OF HUMAN SCIENCE FOR A BRIGHTER
- COVERS SEVENTY CLEAN AND RENEWABLE FUTURE FOR EVERYONE.
PERCENT OF THE GLOBE ENERGY... THE BLUE
. AND [T'S STILL A ENERGIES!
MYSTERY TO Us!

I'M DOCTOR
HENZ T. ETZY AND |
WANT TO WELCOME
YOU TO THE BLUE
ENERGY LAB!

NOW WE'LL
START OFF WITH
SHOWING A FEW
RESULTS FROM

LAST YEAR...




IT'S TIME
N TO LEARN TO
N| RESPECT THE REAL
W\ ENERGY! I'M NIMBY
AND THIS IS

& MY POWER!




I'M HERE... IT'S
THE POWER THAT'S
MISSING.

WHAT'S

GOING ON? J

GIVE ME

2 yoUR HaNp |
MR JAKOV! — ANDRES! /.

| WHERE ARE THE L3
S\ OTHERS? /2

WE'RE ONLY
MISSING

MRS KADI!




...CRAZY! HE
SAID WE HAVE TO
RESPECT THE “TRUE
ENERGY"! AND ALL
THAT ELECTRICITY
AND POWER...

YES, AND HE
WON'T BE ABLE TO!
NOW ISN'T THE TIME
FOR QUESTIONS,
6us.

THAT 6UY,
THAT NIMBY, IS8
A CRIMINAL... A
CROOK! DID YOU SEE
WHAT SHE WAS
WEARING?

YE-YES,
IT'S OBVIOUSLY
HIS FAULT. HE WAS
WEARING WHAT SEEMED
LIKE A KIND OF HYDRO-
CARBON ARMOLR...
BUT IT IS 80...

FOSSIL FUELS...
SCRAP METAL...
NUCLEAR ENERGY... HE
WANTS TO STOP US
FROM USING THE
BLUE ENERGIES!

YOU'RE RIGHT,

PEOPLE ARE IN DANGER...

LET'S GET TO IT!




-

) N
MOVE
ONTO PHASE

’ 2!
2o R g

ARHH! X
ALL ACCORDING
TO PLANS!

THAT YOUZ | N
OWE YOU MY © o ARe
Fe

LIFE! Youz HOW DID

ARE YOU
REALLYZ ...
| CAN'T



YOU'RE
WORN OUT.
COME HERE, THIS
ROCK 18 ABOUT TO
FALL FROM THE
CLIFF!

DOCTOR ET2Y! K ARE YOU AND YOUR
“ FRIEND OK?

| WE MANAGED
TO SAVE
EVERYONE.

i AND THAT W e
NimBY? Al
i =\l B

y IF ONLY
WE HAD A BIT

OF THERMAL
ENERGY TO FIGHT

HIM WITH...

10



BUT WIND , ' = .WE Neep Y.
ENERGY I8 : o 3 WHAT DID CHAMPIONS.
CLEANER! 3 - - - YOU 8AY? -

- )
N7 YEAH, BUT THE cuys, '}
ONE FROM MARINE ’ PLEASE, NOT
\ CURRENT IS LESS NOW.
EXPENSIVE!
e e . ' -

WAIT...
WHERE... WHERE
IS EVERYONE?




MY INSTRUMENTS
HAVE DETECTED A
PEAK IN THE ENERGY,
> RIGHT HERE!

...YOU'RE
s ALREADY
| RUSTY AND YOU
DON'T EVEN
REALIZE.

YOU WERE
TALKING ABOUT
THE FUTURE
BEFORE,
HENZ...

SOMETHING
THAT ONLY HAP-
PENED TO ME IN

THE PRESENCE OF
A... DANGEROUS

...DID YOU
IMAGINE
IT THIS

BRIGHT?

YOU AGAIN!
| THOUGHT I'D MAN-
AGED TO GET AWAY FROM
ALL YOU SCIENTISTS...
YOU IMPOSTORS... YOU
THIEVES OF THE
FUTURE!

L
DO SOMETHING
ABOUT THAT.

You

HAVEN'T ‘
SEEN HER, -
HAVE YoU [ YOU'RE
DOCTOR?

CRAZY AND A
LOST CAUSE,




W AN

/




) i ‘ 7. 5 \. - .' =y THE ~
CONTROL THE ' | | m BIOWASS..THE Wi
THERMAL GRADIENT! 4 iffvl{liEDDEEA;\s’
WHAT STRANGE KIND ™ o it M
OF POWERS ARE e T
THESE?
HAPPENED TO
Us? | CAN... | CAN
CONTROL THE
SALINITY!

IT'S NOT

SCIENTIFICALLY \ Y / -
POSSIBLE! AND \ . -
YET..| CAN FEEL N

AND CONTROL

IT GAVE

: ME THE POWER

: THE SEA /RS - ‘_ _ & ( OF THE WIND...

R\ CURRENTS! ; AND ['M READY
TO USE IT!

MAGIC OF THE
MEDITERRANEAN!
AND IT GAVE ME

THE POWER OF

THE WAVES!




OH CRAP, WHAT
DO WE DO? DO
WE ATTACK?

| TOO STRONG
GuYs...

WE WILL NOT
LET MEDITERRA-
NEAN DOWN!

AHH You
POOR CLOWNS,
YOU HAVE NOTHING
AGAINST MY
HYDROCARBON!

NICE
MOVE, 4
DENISA! THESE
POWERS ARE
GIVEN TO US FOR
A REASON
RIGHT?

TOO STRONG
FOR ONE OF
us...

...BUT NOT
FOR ALL OF US
TOGETHER.







LOOK AT THE
DESTRUCTION YOU
CAUSED NIMBY...

YOU ALREADY
HAVE CHANGED
THE WORLD... FOR
THE WORST!




- L
MONTHS HAVE PASSED AND > ! ACTUALLY, WE'VE )

EVERYTHING IS8 BACK TO NORMAL. NEVER BEEN BETTER!

L —

d . AND SOON HUMANITY Aol o
PROTOTIPES... WILL HAVE THE ENERGY TRATTT RHEAG | P
OF THE SEA... MRS ] y AL

—~ IDEAS ARE BECOMING .
=

Lui

..MASSES ARE COMING
FROM ALL OVER
EUROPE TO SEE THE
NEW TECHNOLOGY...

PORTUGAL,
SLOVENIA, ITALY..

...GREECE, CYPRUS,
SPAIN, CROATIA...




...THE CHAMPIONS OF
THE MEDITERRANEAN!

——

THERE ARE STILL THREATS...
PEOPLE THAT DON'T BELIEVE
IN US... SHADY DEALINGS...




NOw my
ENERGY IS SAFE,
THEY WILL GIVE IT
TO EVERYONE AND
THEY WILL FIGHT
FOR IT.

THAT RIGHT
DOCTOR?

AND WE'LL BE
THERE, READY
TO HELP.

THIS I8 A
BEAUTY, DON'T
YOU THINK?

DEAR HENZ.

ITIS A
BEAUTY, BUT
NOT ONLY

BEAUTY AND
SCIENCE...

20



AFTERWORD:

Just as water is life-giving, nourishment and food, so is the sea a mother for all the
people who love it and cherish it. We imagined our Mediterranean as a beautiful
woman, who gradually reveals her resources and energy to us humans. Unfortunately
there are those who, for greed or ignorance, neglect or exploit this huge capital and
who, for short term profit, inflict environmental damages, deplete resources, cause
inequality among people and loss of human life.

Project MAESTRALE, financed by the InterregMED prograom and coordinated by
the Ecodynamics Group of the University of Siena, counterposes the senseless
exploitation of the marine environment and the persevering of the usual habits -
such as the use of fossil fuels, practice that compromises the integrity of our climate
and our health with ever increasing social costs to maintain -to the design, the study
and realization of solutions compatible with nature. Solutions that would allow us to
collect what is in nature renewable and thus, always, available.

The superheroes described in our story draw their various powers from the unlimited
and renewable generosity of the Mediterranean and She chooses them to be her
allies because they are willing to. Their intervention brings benefits to the people, the
islands, the economy and all the nations.

We must defeat the cruel Nimby, the conservative and devious rival to true progress,
an entity which lives a little inside each one of us. The term “Nimby" is used to show
the tendency to oppose renewable energies, often for unrealistic reasons; it means
“not in my backyard". The first important renewable energy we have is knowledge and
it allows us to find the best and sometimes the most beautiful, solutions. Knowledge
does not deplete, on the contrary! The more it spreads, the greater the benefits.
Scientist Henz T. Hetzy knows this. He knows the power of scientific research and he
appreciates the union of “beauty and science™. However he also knows that nothing
is free and at a certain point, takes care of this woman, the suffering Mediterranean.
We must make every effort so things can actually change for the better and Nimby
can be defeated.

The placement in Mediterranean sea of solutions drawing power from marine energy
is still in its early stages and it is more complex than in the Northern European seas.
This is not an excuse, however, for a change of mind about collecting energy from
an unlimited and renewable source. 2/3 of the earth’s surface is covered by water.
Marine energies must rapidly rise on our list of priorities, all the way to first places.

* English edition: Enzo Tiezzi (2004) Beauty and Science. WIT Press, Southampton, UK.
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