
New ways to involve business in bio-/circular

smart specialisation

Jukka Teräs, Senior Research Fellow, Nordregio

Tampere, March 26, 2019



Smart specialisation: brief remarks

� Smart specialisation: European regions create their innovation 
strategies based on existing strengths, and combine their 
resources in a new way to provoke new ideas and possibilities for 
growth

� ”Ex-ante condition” related to smart specialisation and Structural 
Funds  

� New instrument for regional development – with international 
benchmarking (EU JRC Peer Review process) 

� Smart Specialisation as an element  of regional branding 



BSR Stars S3 Policy Brief (2019) 



BSR Stars S3  Industrial Symbiosis Policy Brief:

Recommendations

� ”The BSR Stars S3 Interreg project has contributed to the 

acceleration of the circular economy in the Baltic Sea Region by 

bringing stakeholders together to share information and 

experiences from ongoing IS initiatives at the regional, national 

and macro-regional level”

� List of recommendations ranging from financial incentives to 

mapping of relevant material flows and  sustainable good

practices



BSR Stars S3  Industrial Symbiosis Policy Brief:

Recommendations



BSR Stars S3  Policy Brief: context and more info 



ECO3, Nokia, Finland 



ECO3 and Tampere Region 



ECO3: Operational model



Building up ECO3



The ECO3 concept



BSR Stars S3 Policy Brief and ECO3 

� ”A circular economy is named as  one of the strategic smart specialisation

priorities of Tampere region, which sets the strategic framework for S3 

operations” 

� ”The universities ofTampere have also made a crucial contribution with

scientific input, anticipating and inspiring the growth of the  CE model on 

which ECO3 is built”

� ”All participants gather in meetings multiple times per year to share their

latest developments and discuss future ideas”
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