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Cities with their vast building stock and infrastructure, housing 
approximately 75% of the EU population, provide significant 
opportunities to support the energy transition.

Transforming existing urban structures has a great potential 
towards improving energy e� iciency. However, transition 
e� orts towards low-emission cities are o� en hampered by 
sectoral fragmentation and insu� icient cooperation between 
public authorities, energy utilities and property owners. Within 
this context, AREA 21 seeks to be a driving force of change; 
developing holistic strategies to integrate sector-based 
approaches in energy planning and to involve stakeholders in 
the design, decision-making and implementation processes.

AREA 21 is being implemented in seven EIDs across the 
Baltic Sea Region. The EID concept promotes the pooling 
of skills, ideas and joint activities between public and 
private stakeholders. It provides a conceptual framework 
for the strategic planning of low-emission urban quarters.
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AREA 21 shi� s the focus from single-building solutions to a 
holistic perspective on energy e� iciency. It considers built-up 
districts as integrated energy systems consisting of technical 
infrastructure, local communities of energy consumers, 
(potential) energy producers and partners in energy planning.
 
The project supports cities across the Baltic Sea Region 
in the design and implementation of holistic strategies by 
promoting collaboration, developing tools and piloting 
methods in Energy Improvement Districts (EIDs). Public 
authorities, energy providers and energy consumers are 
actively engaged in the process to empower synergies and 
generation of new ideas.
 
AREA 21 once accomplished will provide institutions re-
sponsible for energy planning with tested strategic tools on 
how to plan and implement new energy e� icient solutions 
in urban districts.

THE PROJECT ACTIVITIES WILL PROMOTE ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY THROUGH:

Involving new actors in energy planning.

Assisting public and private actors in their knowledge 
when developing new quarters or retrofitting building 
blocks.

Engaging energy consumers in strategic energy planning 
to improve awareness of e� icient design benefits and to 
promote behavioural change.

Promoting smart technologies in the energy planning 
process.
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