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1 Event Details 

 

Title:   

Ecosystem based adaption: a pulse for transformative changes in the Mediterranean sea 

 

Type:  

Final event 

 

Date:  

14-16/10/2019 

 

Location:  

Malaga (Spain) 

 

Programme:   

See link below and annex 1. 

 

Link: 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/media-calendar/events/detail/actualites/final-event/ 

 

Audience:  

About 100 delegates attended the event. Hereby the booklet of speakers: biodiversity-protection.interreg-

med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/Biography_

speakers.pdf 

 

WetNet participation:  

 Giancarlo Gusmaroli (Italian Centre for River Restoration) 

 Joaquin Villanova (FAMP) 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/media-calendar/events/detail/actualites/final-event/
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/Biography_speakers.pdf
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/Biography_speakers.pdf
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/Biography_speakers.pdf
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2 Description of the Event 

 

The Mediterranean Biodiversity Protection Community celebrated a three-day encounter in Malaga (Spain) 

to share and discuss effective actions towards “Ecosystem Based Adaptation: A Pulse for Transformative 

Changes in the Mediterranean”. This encounter celebrated three-years of collaborative work by a Community 

of nearly 200 Mediterranean and European institutions to support a more effective management of 

biodiversity, ensuring proper ecosystem functions across the Mediterranean. The Community has led the 

development of the “Mediterranean Declaration for an Ecosystem Based Approach”, a common vision for 

joint action to better manage our natural resources and reduce the multiple pressures and their impacts on 

Mediterranean biodiversity. 

3 Relevance for the WetNet Project and the MED territory 

The event profiled the latest achievements concerning collaborative science, management and policy 

and demonstrated the work of over 200 institutions engaged in cooperation for biodiversity 

conservation related actions. It also shed light on its major future steps and planned actions for the 

upcoming years, informing on their alignment with post 2020 regional and global targets. 

The extensive exchange of ideas and experiences resulted in a valuable set of ideas and 

recommendations identifying some of the key actions that need to be undertaken to preserve the 

functionality of Mediterranean ecosystems, in order to safeguard the delivery of basic services –such 

as clean water, clean air and food provision- on which our society depends. The key messages, 

conclusions and recommendations that resulted from the meeting are summarized in a Report (see 

link below), structured around the need for transformative changes in the Mediterranean, the 

response from Mediterranean institutions and the key recommendations for Policy Makers. 

During the meeting the Wetland Contract has been acknowledged as a science-based solutions 

available from Project WETNET. The Wetlands Contract is a voluntary governance tool, an innovative 

methodology for water and wetlands management. Based on the active participation of local 

stakeholders, the users of the same natural resource, its aim is to improve coordination and stimulate 

the effectiveness of the management and planning of protected wetlands in the Mediterranean. It 

consists of a series of shared, specific, and detailed commitments and actions. The Wetland Contracts 

take into account the problems and needs of the people, plants, and animals that live in, or benefit 

from, wetlands, either permanently or temporarily. Its objective is to ensure proper governance to 

protect wetlands and their surroundings. The main result of the Wetland Contracts is the improved 

effectiveness of wetland management through the active involvement and participation of all relevant 

stakeholders, using citizen participation tools for participatory processes and raising awareness on the 

benefits of co-managing for sustainability. 

 

EVENT REPORT: 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/5-

Deliverables/WP4_Capitalisation/4-4_CapitalisationEvents/4-4-2_Minutes/PAN_Conclusions_Malaga_2019.pdf 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/5-Deliverables/WP4_Capitalisation/4-4_CapitalisationEvents/4-4-2_Minutes/PAN_Conclusions_Malaga_2019.pdf
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/5-Deliverables/WP4_Capitalisation/4-4_CapitalisationEvents/4-4-2_Minutes/PAN_Conclusions_Malaga_2019.pdf
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4 Concluding Remarks 
 

Effective governance of the Mediterranean requires the commitment of different stakeholders, including 

local, regional and national authorities, international governance organizations, scientific institutions, the 

private sector and civil society. 

Top-down approaches are necessary to create the framing political and institutional commitments and 

conditions for effective action, promoting the development of integrated policies and plans that foster both 

the investment in natural capital and the sustainable use of marine resources across the Mediterranean. The 

UN Barcelona Convention and other cooperation platforms such as the Union for the Mediterranean provide 

the political framework to step-up urgent actions. Transboundary governance remains an issue, but there are 

successful examples based on a clear definition of responsibilities; criteria on how to deal with uncertainty 

through the precautionary approach; and a clear mandate to act. 

But bottom-up approaches towards governance are also equally important and required to: 

• Effectively communicate the cost of biodiversity loss: We need to better explain to all relevant 

stakeholders (economic users of natural resources) how the current trends of biodiversity loss and the 

exhaustion of natural capital will affect them; as well as how the actions undertaken to reverse these 

trends and to better manage the maritime space and natural resources in general will affect their 

economic activities. 

• Empower co-management of natural resources across the Mediterranean: Participatory schemes are key 

to support the establishment of long-lasting relationships with relevant stakeholders, as means to 

strengthen management processes for Mediterranean natural resources at local level. 
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5 Photo Gallery 
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ANNEX 1 - Event Programme 
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FROM THE EVENT SPEAKER BOOKLET 

 

 

 


