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1 Event Details 

 

Title:   

Ecosystem based approach: benefits for people and nature 

 

Type:  

Workshop and public hearing 

 

Date:  

4-5/12/2018 

 

Location:  

Brussel (Belgium) 

 

Programme:   

See link below and annex 1. 

 

Link: 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/media-calendar/events/detail/actualites/mid-term-workshop-and-public-hearing-

of-the-biodiversity-protection-community/ 

 

Audience:  

Biodiversity protection community 

 

WetNet participation:  

 Giancarlo Gusmaroli (Italian Centre for River Restoration) 

 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/media-calendar/events/detail/actualites/mid-term-workshop-and-public-hearing-of-the-biodiversity-protection-community/
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/media-calendar/events/detail/actualites/mid-term-workshop-and-public-hearing-of-the-biodiversity-protection-community/


 
 

Interreg MED Project | WETNET   WP 2 | Deliverable 2.5.1 - Pg.2 
 
 

 
 

2 Description of the Event 

 

The aim of the workshop and the public hearing at the EU Parliament is to transfer the lessons learnt by the 

Community of Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection projects and protected areas to a wider audience, in 

particular EU, Mediterranean and national policy makers, public authorities at different level, environmental 

organizations and territorial cooperation institutions. 

The findings of two years of project work will show the solutions found at protected area level in various 

countries and the links to other economic sectors and areas to prove the need of an ecosystem-based 

approach to achieve effective protection and a good environmental status for the Mediterranean. 

3 Relevance for the WetNet Project and the MED territory 

 

An integrated monitoring and management of coastal and marine areas can assist in the deployment 

of an ecosystem-based approach to a more effective conservation of ecosystem functions and the 

services they provide. The involvement of multiple users of the same territory in decisions related to 

the conservation of biodiversity and natural resources of their ecoregions proves essential for the 

sustainable use of Mediterranean ecosystems and the maintenance of the services they provide. 

The Brussels workshop debates offered a collaborative platform to bring to the table solutions to main 

policy gaps through project experiences addressing transferable monitoring protocols for climate 

change, water pollution including marine litter impacts, and the use of new technologies to integrate 

data to better inform decisions at regional and marine protected area levels. 

The objective of the public hearing has been to ensure that the key questions identified by the Med 

Biodiversity Protection Community, comprising around 150 institutions representing local and 

regional practitioners, policymakers, environmental lobbyists, and researchers and working in the 

Mediterranean are presented and taken in consideration in the formulation of political proposals. 

A Consensus Statement towards understanding and managing transboundary and cumulative impacts 

in Mediterranean Ecosystemson has been set. 

Title: 

“Ecosystem-based approaches for biodiversity protection and management” has ben set 

Link: 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-

med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_event

s/EN_PAN_EBMDeclaration_A4_2019_final_2.pdf 

The WetNet project delegate attended and contributed to session 1 on “How to better preserve 

Mediterranean natural resources: the role of local communities in protection and management”. The 

session showcased lessons learnt towards effective mechanisms to use natural resource science 

results in adaptive management efforts by multiple users including managers and public authorities. 

The intervention has been on “negotiating water resource management in Mediterranean wetlands”. 

https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/EN_PAN_EBMDeclaration_A4_2019_final_2.pdf
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/EN_PAN_EBMDeclaration_A4_2019_final_2.pdf
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Biodiversity_Protection/horizontal_project/News_events/EN_PAN_EBMDeclaration_A4_2019_final_2.pdf
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4 Concluding Remarks 
 

The Interreg Med Community solutions to strengthen ecosystem-based management in the 

Mediterranean Sea are holistic approaches to conserve biodiversity and increase resilience of natural 

resources and key habitats. These approaches involve collaboration among public authorities, 

scientific institutions, regional organizations, protected area managers and the users and beneficiaries 

of these natural resources. 

The holistic approach to biodiversity protection and management used by these projects is founded 

on the principle of using scientific-evidence and collaborative mechanisms to involve protected area 

managers, public bodies, the private sector and the society at large in the shared task of conserving 

and adequately managing our biodiversity hotspots and species in a sustainable fashion.  
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5 Photo Gallery 
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ANNEX 1 - Event Programme 
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