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1 Event Details 

 

Title:   

Preparatory meeting for the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP13) of the Ramsar Convention 

 

Type:  

Meeting 

 

Date:  

19-23/03/2018 

 

Location:  

Olomouc (Czech Republic) 

 

Programme:   

See link below and annex 1. 

 

Link: 

https://www.ramsar.org/event/regional-pre-cop-meeting-2018-europe 

 

Audience:  

Delegates representing forty-eight Contracting Parties of the Ramsar Convention. 

 

WetNet participation:  

 Giancarlo Gusmaroli (Italian Centre for River Restoration) 
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2 Description of the Event 

 

This regional “pre-COP” meeting provideed the 48 European Ramsar Contracting Parties with an opportunity 

to prepare themselves for the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP13) taking place in Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates, on 21-29 October 2018. The European Meeting focused on the goals and targets of 

the Ramsar Strategic Plan 2016-2024 and how their implementation contributes to the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

3 Relevance for the WetNet Project and the MED territory 

 

Focus on European wetland projects and policies 

The European Meeting aimed to identify areas of successful cooperation between different sectors of society, 

administration and private business. Ramsar Convention National Focal Points (NFPs) from the Ministries, 

experts on scientific, technical and site management issues, in charge of communication, education, 

awareness and capacity building, from Ramsar International Organisation Partners (IOPs) and from other 

organisations have – together – looked at progress made with the implementation of the Ramsar Convention, 

and how to support the efforts of the Ramsar Parties, partners and other stakeholders in preventing, stopping 

and reversing the global decline of wetlands. 

Focus on Draft Resolutions for COP13 

The participants have looked at, and discussed, substantial aspects of the draft texts for Resolutions to be 

submitted by Standing Committee for final negotiation and adoption at COP13. 

EXTENDED REPORT: 

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/agenda_europe_precop2018_e.pdf 

SUMMARY REPORT: 

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/report_europe_precop2018_e.pdf 

 

4 Concluding Remarks 
 

Concerning the DRs submitted for COP13, some topics triggered longer discussions that could not be 

concluded during the Meeting; notably the DR on improving the efficiency of structures and processes of the 

Convention, proposing to replace the executive team of the Ramsar Convention with a conference bureau 

(Doc. SC54-21.8), the DR on the rapid assessment of wetland ecosystem services, where delegates considered 

it important to make the proposed approach compatible with already existing European Union tools, such as 

CICES and MAES (Doc. SC54.21.1), and the DR on agriculture in wetlands (Doc. SC54-21.5). Delegates 

regretted that no DR on the Convention’s CEPA programme was submitted and made reference to specific 

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/agenda_europe_precop2018_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/report_europe_precop2018_e.pdf
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requests for this in Resolution XII.9. The delegates agreed that the Parties participating in SC54 will have to 

convey to the Standing Committee the recommendations compiled during the discussions at the European 

Meeting. The Meeting discussed also a number of European Union policies and instruments, such as the EU 

Action Plan for Nature, People and the Economy, and the upcoming review of the Water Framework Directive. 

International projects in Europe were presented and discussed, such as the EU Interreg projects “WetNet” 

and “PANACeA”, the EU Horizon 2020 project establishing a Satellite-based Wetland Observation Service 

(SWOS), the Mediterranean Island Wetlands project and the “Mediterranean Wetlands Outlook 2”. This 

helped the Ramsar Administrative Authorities to better understand the tools in preparation by these projects 

and how they can be used for Ramsar implementation at national and local scales. 
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5 Photo Gallery 
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ANNEX 1 - Event Programme 
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