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1 Event Details 

 

Title:   

Managing multiple stress for multiple benefits in aquatic ecosystems 

 

Type:  

Conference 

 

Date:  

15-17/01/2018 

 

Location:  

Brussel (Belgium) 

 

Programme:   

See link below and annex 1. 

 

Link: 

http://www.contrattidifiume.it/it/news_eventi/news/Verso-lXI-Tavolo-Nazionale-Levoluzione-dei-Contratti-di-fiume-nei-territori-a-

seguito-del-loro-riconoscimento-nel-Codice-dellAmbiente/ 

 

Audience:  

Around 150 water scientists, managers and policy-makers convened in the time-honoured halls of the 

Museum of Natural Sciences, Brussels. 

 

WetNet participation:  

 Giancarlo Gusmaroli (Italian Centre for River Restoration) 

 

http://www.contrattidifiume.it/it/news_eventi/news/Verso-lXI-Tavolo-Nazionale-Levoluzione-dei-Contratti-di-fiume-nei-territori-a-seguito-del-loro-riconoscimento-nel-Codice-dellAmbiente/
http://www.contrattidifiume.it/it/news_eventi/news/Verso-lXI-Tavolo-Nazionale-Levoluzione-dei-Contratti-di-fiume-nei-territori-a-seguito-del-loro-riconoscimento-nel-Codice-dellAmbiente/
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2 Description of the Event 

 

The EU FP7 MARS Project – “Managing multiple stress for multiple benefits in aquatic ecosystems” – 

celebrated its final conference in Brussels last month. 

The event concluded four years of in-depth research by MARS scientists on multi-stressor effects on 

European surface and ground waters, highlighting the implications for Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

related management. 

3 Relevance for the WetNet Project and the MED territory 

 

Four key messages were reported at the conference: 

 Message 1: Mitigating pressure-effects on aquatic ecosystems requires an understanding of multi-

stressor impacts. 

 Message 2: Environmental ‘noise’ can obscure evidence from multi-stressor/impact relationships 

in river basins. Experiments can help unravel multi-stressor interactions and impacts. 

 Message 3: Multi-stressor interactions are common in rivers and lakes across Europe and need to 

be considered in River Basin Management. Interactions are highly context-specific, requiring 

targeted, localised research to inform management. 

 Message 4: River Basin Management in Europe will benefit from (more) data-driven analyses, 

modelling and interpretations which are tailor-made for the river basin to be managed. 

REPORT: 

http://www.mars-project.eu/files/download/final_conference/mars_final_conference_circular.pdf 

 

4 Concluding Remarks 
 

The scientific description of the WetNet pilot areas where the Wetlend Contract will be tested might consider 

the outcome of this event (see report above) as a relevant reference. 

 

  

http://www.mars-project.eu/files/download/final_conference/mars_final_conference_circular.pdf
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5 Photo Gallery 
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ANNEX 1 - Event Programme 
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