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Clusters in the

HOW WE SUPPORT CLUSTERS IN Circular Economy @
Cl RCU LARITY (AN D OTH E R TH I NGS ) Building Partnerships for Sustainable Transition of SMEs

Finding best practise around the world
Finding funding
Sharing knowledge

Matching with partners ‘

Concrete tools

Highlighting how clusters are key in building
green partnerships ‘
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Clusters matter

é 13.5%
Higher average wage Why Clusters as a
+0.7% source of intel

Higher annual wage growth rate

ﬁomg +O 5% * Clusters are close the companies
il

Higher annual employment growth * Neutral platforms
e High outreach

143% * Innovative companies

More Global Frontier Firms * Experienced in transformation

77% * Very active during the Covid-19-crises
More High-Growth Firms

141%

More rapidly gr-

in specialised clustere



SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS .
—
—
—

INHOUATIDHSKRA

@’**@* 3. 6%}

PRODUKTIVITETSVEKST




How clusters are building green partnerships
for circular transition of SMEs

ildi i Access to the .
Building networks with et Sustainable Development
other companies for investors Goals as a direction for
knowledge sharingon | circular transition
circular transition
4 Both hard and soft
y money

Getting the
right skills -
From specialists de-
signing the circular
transition to more
labour intensive
resources

Building bridges
to relevant circular
knowledge institu-
tions and research
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_ Opening doors to Putting policy into
Connecting _SMEs and green new markets action I' oy
large companies to make - commercial, -||| I t wd b EUROPEAN
circular collaboration | public and interna- Supporting implementa- n erreg P REGIONAL
tional tion of national/interna- | Baltic Sea Region s PN
J tional policies on circular EUROPEAN UNION
/ economy.
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Impact on SMEs

94,7 %

Table 1:
Impact of clusters supporting
SME's with circular economy
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How to reach impact
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How Clusters are Powering the
Circular Transition

There is no single way to the circular transition of SMEs, paving the way for much needed access

SMEs through clusters. But one thing is clear: the to smart funding, building bridges to updated

clusters matters. In the case collection five ways knowledge, securing new costumers by facilita-

to circular transition are unveiled. ting circular public procurement and embracing
sustainable developments goals.

The clusters are securing that high-profiled po-

licies are turned into concrete action benefitting

A

Clusters Building Bridges to Circular
Knowledge

Bridging the gap between research and SMEs is a key task for clusters. Cases
from Finland and Holland show how clusters are also playing a central role in
building circular knowledge bridges between research and business.

Clusters Putting Circular Policy into Action

More than half of EU Member States have adopted or plan to adopt a Circular
Economy strategy. Clusters can be key in turning the policies into action and
increasing SME competitiveness.
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Access to Circular Funding for SMEs

The transition of linear production to a more circular one can be complicated and
costly — especially for SMEs. Cluster can support the SMEs in finding the right fund-
ing — from innovation vouchers to smart investors.
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Clusters and Sustainable Development Goals

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is a universal call to action to end pov-
erty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by
2030. Ambitions are high. But it is not mission impossible. Examples from Sweden
and Denmark show how clusters engage companies in circular economy while cre-
ating synergies between social, sustainable challenges and business.
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Circular Public Procurement Supported by
Clusters

The public sector is both a consumer and a costumer. If taking circularity into con-
sideration the public sector could provide a major push. Public procurers wanting to
make procurement more circular face many challenges. Clusters can play an impor-
tant role in lowering the public risks by building bridges to the SMEs.



And then came Covid-19




Companies are still interested in innovation

-irst Intel | »
Some companies have postponed their circular

-rom Clusters: transition profects
Circular
Transition Has
Not Been
Cancelled

Others continue

But the circular transition have not been cancelled

Some circular transition activities have gone digital



Behind the

survey

Clusters in the
 Feedback from clusters from Circular ECOnOmy .

13 countries
Building Partnerships for Sustainable Transition of SMEs

* 60+ cluster organisations ‘ ®

* Across most sectors
* Representing 6 - 8,000 SMEs
* Still open

*
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How does the COVID-19 crisis affect
YOUR MEMBER COMPANIES's work
with circular economy and transition?
Interest in circular transition have:




MNew knowledge

5 to new mark

to new funding

e has been cancelled
2. Less important
3. Mot affected

4. More important
5. Significant

How does the
COVID-19 crisis
affect YOUR
MEMBER
COMPANIES's
work with
circular economy
and transition?



In your experience: Can circular
transition of SMEs help reignite the
economy?

Total Svar status
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* Access to new markets
How

* Better use of ressources

Cl rC u |a r  Smarter business models

* More lean supply chains

tra ﬂSItIOﬂ e Access to green funding and

investors

Ca ﬂ h e ‘ p * A need to rethink the business
. . models
reignite
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Wanna know more?

’ Kaspar Nielsen

kan@clusterexcellencedenmark.dk




