+ e m Funded by the European Union,

B
SOUTH-EAST FINLAND - RUSSIA -PUBIIC |

Nature Centers in Finland —
observations from survey

Safe Environment and Cleaner Waterways to Blue Baltic Sea
LUGABALT 2-WP 3

Harri Huhta & Elina Nurmi
Natural Resources Institute Finland, Luke

Photos: Elina Nurmi an®

© Luonnonvarakeskus LUONNONVARAKESKUS




Luke’s objectives in LUGABALT 2 project

e Activity 3 Luga Public Environmental Center (LPEC)

* Luke’s tasks in activity 3: To observe, collect and introduce information and ideas from
selected Nature Centers, as examples of existing ones; organizing study trips and visits
to the project group to some of these centers and nature parks connected or included
with them:

* LPEC has in Finland a well comparable example, The Mikkeli Urpola Natural Centre, which
will be used as an example, or a model, as well as findings from some other comparable
Nature Centers in different parts of Finland. Information will be changed between LPEC and
Luke, materials will be translated to Russian;

* The Finnish Nature Center HALTIA in Espoo, Southern Finland, near Helsinki is one of the
flagships and largest nature Centers in Finland, connected with Nuuksio National Park;

* The Hame Nature Center in Tammela, Southern Finland, connected with the National Parks
Torronsuo and Liesjarvi;

* The Kivach Nature Center in The Republic of Karelia, Russian Federation, connected with the
Kivach Nature Park is a good example of a convincingly and professionally implemented
Nature Center in North-West Russia, to be compared with the Finnish ones.

* Some of these Centers will be visited by the Russian Lugabalt 2 -project group during the
study trip of the project in 2020.

Lukqe?
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Nature center - a tourism destination and an environment for learning

The existing Nature Centers in Finland differ in size and type quite a lot, but they have quite
equal goals, tasks and business plans. The ownership of them is typically public (by State or
City), but they may be operated by one or several private companies. Metsahallitus, a State
Forest company is the owner of some of them in Finland. According to the
https://www.metsa.fi/web/en “Metsahallitus leads the way in diverse bioeconomy. We are
a state-owned enterprise, responsible for the management of one third of Finland’s surface
area. We use and develop these state-owned land and water areas responsibly, in a way
that maximizes their benefits to society as a whole”.

Nature Centers in Finland usually have a Nature Center House, located near a regional or

local nature conservation area, or even beside a National Park. Services vary in scale and
diversity. There normally is a small shop where books, informative maps, souvenirs etc. are

for sale. Brochures and leaflets are available free of charge. Café services are often available

or even a restaurant for lunch. A lecture hall with modern equipment for presentations, and
some meeting rooms are common, as well. An exhibition hall or several separate rooms are
filled with permanent and/or changing nature exhibitions, where in many ways you may

study and learn more about phenomenon in nature during all seasons. Different nature

types like forests and swamps, marine and lake water environment, agricultural and cultural
environment, and even nature in urban environment are introduced. o

Luke
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Nature center - a tourism destination and an environment for learning

It’s usual that there exists a more or less comprehensive, somehow taxonomic
collection of filled mammals and birds, typical for the country and region. Often
they are introduced also in vitrines or dioramas which present some of the typical
natural environments, where many species can be placed and introduced in their
ecological niche.

Predator-prey relationships and other ecological aspects may be introduced in a
guite concrete manner. There normally exist collections of invertebrate animals
for example insects and arachnids, as well.

Fish and other aquatic species are usually introduced in videos, photos, tables,
but in some cases it’s possible to see them in small aquariums as well.

Forest and horticultural trees as well as other plants, mushrooms, natural berry
species etc. are introduced in many different ways by pictures, tables, videos etc.,
but in the best way they can be seen outside, for example in arboretums or
gardens around the Center.

Lukqe)
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Nature Center — a tourism destination and an environment for learning

Environmental protection typically may be one of the focuses in exhibitions
and presentations in Nature Centers. Threats of pollution, sources of
environmental load in water bodies and global change are relevant, but not
very often visible issues of information published by these Centers. Mostly
it’s described in simple manners to the visitors and audience, especially
younger generation, how to keep your nearby nature clean and how to utilize
it in a sustainable way and take care of it. The rules of so called “Everyman’s
Rights in Finland” is one remarkable focus.

Nature Centers are providing possibilities for recreation, as well. They create

and preserve a comfortable environment and infrastructure for the

recreational use for the tourists and inhabitants of the region, like tracks and
trails for hiking, biking, skiing and other outdoor activities. Trekking is very
popular in Finland, nowadays. Resting places and places for campfire are
available. When even hundreds of thousands people visit annually, also waste
disposal and toilet services have to be well planned and built in the whole

area. Often, these Centers are closely connected to a more or less large and
diverse nature area, or even a National Park. Q

Luke
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Nature Center — a tourist destination and an environment for learning

Another purpose of these surrounding areas is to preserve wildlife species
and their habitats. In every case, one goal is to utilize the opportunities
provided by the center and surrounding area as an environment and object
for education and training, especially for young people, schoolchildren and
even younger kids, who may not have connections enough with nature in
their everyday life at home and school, and who may not very well know
nature, animals and their habitats, trees, plants, etc.

Even collecting berries and mushrooms may not be known anymore in
Finland among part of the urban people. In Russia this useful habit may be
still be more common also among the young people. Also the rules
concerning nature protection, how to harmless move in nature without
causing destruction, and how to save environment from pollution and litter
are issues that easily can be told and trained in Nature Centers and in the
surrounding nature itself. Identification of for example plants, mushrooms
and berries which are toxic for human beings, will be in the best way
introduced in practice, in the nature.

Lukqe)
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Nature Center — a tourist destination and an environment for learning

The earlier age this kind of
education for children is started,
the better and sustainable will
the results be. It’s a proven fact
that activities in nature normally
provide positive effects on
human health, both physically
and mentally.

« Skiing, biking, hiking, rafting,
jogging, Nordic walking and
orientation are some good
examples of these activities. And
even if you're not in active age
anymore, even a short staying in
nature, and knowing nature will
give you strong experiences,
which will get your life better.



Finnish Nature Centers and LPEC — What did we learn on surveys?

In order to find useful information and examples of good practices for the
establishing process of Luga Public Environmental Center (LPEC), Luke made
surveys.

It’s quite evident that all the other targets of survey, except Urpola Nature
Center in Mikkeli, are larger and much more expensive to establish and
maintain than it probably ever will be possible in LPEC. Urpola apparently is
the most comparable unit for LPEC, in terms of size and scale.

However it was useful to see different scales and styles, i.e. modern
technology combined with traditional ways to present phenomenon in
nature, to provide experiences of largely varying topics, especially for young
people and schoolchildren. From every site we visited something is possible
to apply in LPEC.

We emphasize that in LPEC it should not be forgotten to organize at least
some possibilities for enjoying real nature by passing in nature in a way or
another, nearby the Nature Center.

Experience of nature with all your senses, during all seasons and weathers
will make you a nature lover and give you strength for lifetime.

Lukgej
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Urpola Nature Center, Mikkeli
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Location
 Selannekatu 30, 50100 Mikkeli

* 2 km from Mikkeli market square in
a house which was built at the end
of 18th century

Owner

* Financed and maintained by the
city of Mikkeli

Opening hours

e Open only during the summer,
May - September

— Monday — Friday 9-17, closed
during weekends (27.4.-14.6.,

17.8.-25.9.)

— 15.6.-16.8. every day 11-18
Luke
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Urpola Nature Center, Mikkeli

Exhibitions

* Both permanent and
temporary exhibitions as well
as environmental education
for children

e Place for learning about nature
since 1991

* Inthe summer 2019 the
temporary exhibitions were
about utilizing natural and
recycled materials in art

e Both learning and positive
nature experiences are in the
core of the operation




Urpola Nature Center, Mikkeli

Visitors

* Children from local schools and
nurseries. Sometimes elderly
people visit the place.

— The groups are small, 10-15
children

e Typically 1-2 hour lessons
include, for instance, learning to
recognize the sounds of
different bird species
— Some living fish species and

stuffed mammals to utilize in the
education




UKe
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Visitors

Nature experiences also for
disabled children to whom trips
to nature are more challenging
Utilizing especially the
interactive wall which is a new
invention

— It was painted by Terhi

Kastehelmi and built by OiOi
Collective Oy.

— |t is based on movement and
reflection - the painting
becomes “alive”

Updating the content of lessons
is important to attract more
visitor

Luke
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Suojelualue

Suoyehualuceseen kuutuy  Pith§jirvests
Urpolanlammen kautta Saimaan Katti-
lanlahtcen laskeva Urpolanoki rantamet-
sincch 10-30 metrin Jeveydeltd. Mikke-
lin kaupungin omistama osuus on suojelty
vuanns 1981 annctulla lidnmhalliniksen
plitdksclli. Vuonna 1988 suojelualuce-
seen (litettin Mikkelin twomiokirkkose-
rakunnan hakemuksesta Pitkijirven ja
Urpolanlammen villisen joen cteliranta

Itse Urpolanjoki on 3-$ metrin levyinen
uoma, joka etenkin loppupdissiin kulkee
harjunsclinteen kupeessa. Pituutia joelle
kertyy reilut 1.5 km ja korkeuscroja Pit-

jirvests Saimasscen Ishes 14 metrid

Uspolan luonnonsuojelualucells on laa-
ditt kiiyrts- ja hostosuunniteima vuonna
2004 Mikkelin Seudun Ympinstopalve-
lut-yksikin toimesta

Kasvillisuus

Urpolanjoen rantametsit koostuvat tibe-
a5t lehtipuuvaltaisesta puusiosta ja pen
sastosta. Lajistossa on tavanomaisten la-
jicn lisiksi my0s rehevin lchdon lajcja
kuten mm. lehtokuusama ja koirunheisi
Urpolan kartanon vaikutus nakyy kulituy-
nikasveina, kuten mm. pihkakuusi, kon-
tortaminty, balsamipoppeli, lehmus, pu-
nainen  viinimana, karhunkéynnds ja
punakoiso. Kaikkiaan suojelualucelta on
Jaytynyt reilut 160 putkilokasvilajia

Eldimistd .

Rantametsien rehevl  lehtokasvillisuus
tarjoaa byvid clinympiristoja linnuille ja
pikkunisikksille Jokivarressa laulelee
parhaimmllaan viiden satakiclen lisiksi
mm. Iehtokertty, siriftdja, mustapiikentu,
pensaskertty, punaninta, viberpeippo, pa-
julintu, peippo, kirjosicppo, punavarpu
nen jne. Talvisin joen sulapaikoissa voi
tavata vikkelin koskikaran. Joen js Urpo-
lanlammen kalastoon kuuluvat mm. ah
ven, hauk, siika, salakka ja siki. Pikky
nisikkdit alupeclla on tavatty mm. vesi-,
pelto- ja metsimyyri, vaivaishiini, koivu
hiins ja tavallisimmat pilstisiajit. Aina
kin saukko, minkki, hilleri, kirppé ja lu
mikko saalistavat alucella

e iRl

Kuvet A Luttines

Myllyn ympiristd
Mikkelin scudulla tiedetiin olieen kotitar.
vemylly jo 1500-luvulta tihtien. Toden-

kartanossa Urpolasjocssa on Kyybkylin
mylly. Myllyn lisiksi rakenmusryhmiia
kuuluvat nyftemmin kunnostetut myllinn
tupa ja sauna. Vuosina 19631988 alseclla
toimi Mikkelin kalamicspiinn yllipuimi
kalanviljelylaitos

Luontopolku

Suojelualucen fuontoon voit kitevimi

i 0|

"

[E—

Niyteely

Urpolan karanoe pihspiirin. rakennsk-
sewsa ns. Pikk-Urpolassa on tica loon-
consuopelustocesta Ja nibtimilld on mm
Urpolamolotaakson. presowmalli. Lucd-
tokeskukocssa on bndkst enlld veonnan
vaihtuva ndynely

Niynelyrakennus on alunpenn v. 1792 -
kennettu Peitsariin kappalasen pappilaan
plirakennukscksi, josta se 1830-hovalla
wirmemin Urpolaun. Niytielyssd sast sel-
ville mm. miten Georg Karl vom Débelsin
mumu Littyy Urpolan bistonaan.

Urpolan luontokeskus
$0100 MIKKELL

tutustua kiendmalls myllyalucen ympd

ristédn rakennstun lyhyen uontopolun
Rantojen rehevi lehtokasvillisuus trjoss

elinympdristda m
nisakkdille - ja o
vaa luonnosta kiinnostun

n ! e ja pikk:




Urpola Nature Center, Mikkeli

* Services
— 2 km nature trail with campfire
— No café or restaurant

Luke
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JA KESKELLA VIRTASI JAATIKKOJOKI

AND A GLACIAL RIVER FLOWED
THROUGH THE MIDDLE

Mikkelin keskusta on rakennettu jaatikkdjoen | The city centre of Mikkeli is built on top of esker

Website
kerrostamaan harjumaastoon. Alueen harjut | terrain deposited by a glacial river. The area’s eskers

. .
o M H Kalevankangas, Kaihunharju ja Porrassalmi kuuluvat Kalevankangas, Kaihunharju and Porrassalmi are part
tt S WWW I I l I e I ° I S I S a O pitkddn pohjois-eteldsuuntaiseen harjujaksoon, | of a long stretch of eskers running north-south that
L] ° joka jatkuu etelan suuntaan aina Savitaipaleelle asti | continues southwards all the way to Savitaipale, where #
paattyen siella Toiseen Salpausselkaan. Jaatikkojoki | it ends at the Second Salpausselké. The glacial river

. ° virtasi mannerjaatikén alla tunnelivomassa ja | flowedinatunnel channel underneath the continental
I n e n u I St O t jaamassojen rajaamissa railoissa ruhjeisen kallioperdn | ice sheet and in cracks in ice masses over the fractured
p a V e u a u paalla. Harjujakson sivuilla on jaatikdn virtaussuuntaan bedrock. Either side of the eskers are drumlin plains

kerrostuneita drumliiniselanteita. deposited in the direction of the glacier’s flow.

Urpola Nature Center acts as
a center of Saimaa Geopark
Finland
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

Location
— Nuuksiontie 84, Espoo Nuqksignjﬁwiylﬁnké
— Situated next to Nuuksio National Park O ioplata = Nuaksio fegion

— 30 km from Helsinki city center, reachable also
by public transport

Owner
— Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland
Opening hours
— Winter: 1.10. - 30.4.
e Tue-Sun 10 am - 5 pm, closed on Mondays
— Summer: 1.5. - 30.9.
* Every day 10 am—6 pm S
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

e Haltia was opened in May
2013, about 340 000
visitors per year

 “amodern exhibition and
event centre bringing all
Finland’s nature jewels
under one roof”

 The wooden building was
designed by the architect
Rainer Mahlamaki

Lukce?
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

The main exhibition

About Finnish nature,
introducing different

nature types in all
seasons

Emphasis on 40 national
parks of Finland

Special features of winter
as well as urban nature
are presented

Very interactive, video
presentations and sounds




The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

Temporary exhibitions in spring 2020
— Best of "Nature picture of the year 2016-2018"
— Come to Finland -posters from the 1900s

— A textile work of Forest nature diversity, made by students at Omnia
— Maritta Meckelborg: Forest lights and shadows
— The years in Perukka by Katja Ronkainen

Luk%
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Services

— Small shop especially with
souvenirs, maps and books
related to nature and hiking




The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

Services

 Small shop especially with
souvenirs, maps and books
related to nature and hiking
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

Services

— Restaurant Haltia offers lunch
made from local ingredients
and it has also café services

* scenic windows offer a view over
Lake Pitkajarvi

— Suitable venue for organizing

meetings and events
* Meeting rooms for small groups
e Auditorium for up to 200 people




The Finnish Nature Center Haltia

Guided tours for tourists

— Tours at Haltia (e.g. about Finnish nature
and architecture of the building) and in
the surrounding national park

— Available in Finnish, Swedish and English
but also other languages when booked in
advance

Guided tours for children / school groups
(Haltia’s Nature School)

— Nature school days, nature trail
excursions, exhibition tours and summer
camps

— The youngest participants are 4-6 year-

old children Q
Luke
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia
Nuuksio National Park

Nuuksio National Park

* Inthe neighbohood of The Nature Center gives good opportunity to outdoor
activities and enjoying nature during all seasons.




The Finnish Nature Center Haltia
Nuuksio National Park
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia
Nuuksio National Park
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The Finnish Nature Center Haltia
Nuuksio National Park

Luke
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The Hame Nature Center

Location \
 Harkatie 818, 31380 Letku TAMMELA > > e

Kansallispuisto + Nationalpark « National Park
e Situated next to Liesjarvi and Torronsuo
National Parks

— 106 km from Helsinki city center, reachable

also by public transport (bus connections)

— Operated by Eerikkila Sports&Outdoor resort
Owner

— Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland
Opening hours

e Weekdays 11 am -6 pm
Weekends 12 am — 16 pm

*  Winter 1.11.-31.3.
Weekdays 11 am -6 pm

e Weekends 10 am -4 pm
* For private events according to agreement




The Hame Nature Center

* Was opened 29.2.2000; renovated and
reopened in 2/2018

 The nature center is located in
Tammela on the shore of Lake
Ruostejarvi along the old Harkatie road
in Hame.

 The Nature Center serves as a guide
for Liesjarvi and Torronsuo National
Parks

* The building has an exhibition space,
an auditorium, office space, a café as
well as a workshop and storage space.

 The new West Finnish building
tradition building has been designed

Sigge Ltd. Lu ke
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The Hame Nature Center

i

* The total area of the building is over
700 m?, of which 200 m?is an
exhibition space.

* The Visitor Center has included a
permanent exhibition "The Cry of the
Cuckoo", which presents the rich life of
the oars, ravens and small bogs in
Southern Finland with pictures, text,
objects, toys, games and moods.

* The main pictures of the oasis section
are taken from Torronsuo National Park
in different seasons. The exhibition was
designed by exhibition designer Eira

Ormio. Luk%
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The Hame Nature Center

The main exhibition
— In a lecture hall a very

attractive ands
fascinating video
presentation about
Local nature,
introducing different
nature types in all
seasons;

Some collections and
dioramas of animals




The Hame Nature Center

Some temporary photograph exhibitions and geological
collections in 2019




The Hame Nature Center

Services and trainings
— Tiny shop especially with small souvenirs,

maps and books related to nature and
outdoor activities like hiking

— The DigiTrail Mobile Application helps you
to orientate in the nature (in test use)

Guided tours for children / school

groups

- Nature school days, nature trail excursions,
exhibition tours and summer camps

- The rules of sustainable moving in nature
and The Finnish Everyman's Rights and
responsibilities are clearly instructed

- Targeted professional vocational education
and training on nature issues organized by Q

some voc. shools Lu ke
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The Hame Nature Center

Services

— The Café offers refreshments and
small snacks

— Good restaurant services as well as
accommodation are available at
Eerikkila Sports Center, some 3 km
from the Nature Center

— Suitable venue for organizing
meetings and events
* Meeting room for small groups
e Auditorium for up to 60 people




The surrounding nature in both the National parks is diverse and peaceful
50 km of coastline beside lakes, more then 100 km tracks, paths and routes;
Good maps and guiding tables available everywhere

Good prequisites for outdoor activities:

hiking, biking, tracking, rafting, bathing, fishing

© Luonnonvarakest




Hame Nature Center

Nearby the Nature Center:
The Korteniemi Traditional Small Farm

A small early 20th century farm for visitors to
learn and even participate working with the
ancient working practices and agriculture

Guided tours, different events during summer

L

Korteniemen perinnetila

Liesjarven kansallispuistossa
on vanha metsanvartijatila, jota viljellddn 1910-luvun malliin. Luonnonkauniilla tilalla
laiduntaa maatiaiskarja ja sielld voi poiketa kyldssa muistelemassa talon véen kanssa
entisajan elamanmenoa, osallistua tilan toihin tai rauhoittua omatoimisesti
aukioloaikojen ulkopuolellakin.

Avoinna 2019 Opastukset- ’ =
6.5.-31.5. ti-pe klo 9-15 Korteni per e
1.6.- 30.6. to—la klo 11-17 ik ¢ Y
1.7.-31.7. ke-su klo 11-17 maksullisia. Opastukset tllataa.n
1.8.-31.8. to-laklo 11-17 dhallituksen
1.-30.9. la-su klo 11-17 sisasuomi@metsa.fi, puh 0206 39 5270.

i ia: la 18.5 L ]

juhannusaatto pe 21.6. suljettu,
juhannuspéiva su 23.6. avoinna 11-17
ke 18.12. klo 18-20 Joulurauha

Tapahtumat oPaStUShmnats skset 50 €/h
18.5. klo 11-17 Leivontapaiva Tilaopastukset ja Wd;‘ 5va' €/oppilas,
8.6. ko 11-17 Perinnepivé "°“'”""°"mu'.(s:;sr; 20 €/ryhms,
23.6.klo 13 Juhannusjumalanpalvelus kuitenkin mlmmosclrvhmﬁr

10.7. klo 11-17 Suomen kuvataiteen paiva makslmlssianf s 100 €/ryhma/ah.
17.7. klo 11-17 Lasten perinnepéivd Leivéntie-opastu

8.9. klo 11-17 Kulttuuriympiristopaiva
18.12. klo 18-20 Joulurauha

5 in.
Tilata on myts joiden ajankoht: varmistuu myhemm
Seuraa meita: www.facebook com/liesjar ist
\ |
s TERVETU LOA;‘ 0206 395270
Korteniementie 270, 31350 Liesjarvi, pun-

ukset: .
BN Lisétietoja ja oPaswsv’;;ﬁmi_@m/ﬂ&"ﬂ
METSAHALLITUS www.luontoon.ﬂ/kortememll,(ssl:"
Pidatamme oikeuden muuto!




Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia

e Beautiful and rugged nature surrounding a huge biological information pack
in exhibitions and collections
e Great place for a nature lover
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Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia

Located in the Northern part of Republic of

Karelia, beside the Suna River in the

Kondopoga District, and gives its’ name to
the Kivach Natural Reserve, founded in 1931

Established 1931

A quite small exhibition house, with an
incredible and very informative,
comprehensive collection of animals, plants,
bird nests, geological and soil samples,
presentations and posters, dioramas

In the nearby forest area a basic arboretum
with clear guidance

Located beside the rapids and waterfall of
Kivach, which attracts thousands of visitors
and tousrists to meet the amazing nature of
Taiga forest and water bodies

Not any services, like Cafe or restaurant

provided.

Distance from Petrozavodsk is 79 km only,
roads are moderate and the place its easy to

find
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suna_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suna_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kondopoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kivach_Natural_Reserve

Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia




Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia
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Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia
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Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia




Kivach Nature Center; Republic of Karelia, Russia




Safe Environment and Cleaner Waterways to

Blue Baltic Sea LUGABALT 2 - WP 3

g
CBC 2014-2020
SOUTH-EAST FINLAND - RUSSIA

Funded by the European Union,
the Russian Federation and
the Republic of Finland.

Luk%

© Luonnonvarakeskus LUONNONVARAKESKUS



