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Introduction 

This deliverable is undertaken in the context of Activity 2.3 “Links with Horizontal 

Projects”. Main aim of this action is collecting information and experiences over the 

best approaches profiled by other projects within the various EU financed 

Programme in the field of Green Growth and particularly on this of energy efficiency 

and Eco-innovation.  

This activity will enable motivation and international exchange of ideas and 

experience between consortia that have been working in the past or present on 

similar topics. The selection of the proposed consortia will be done in a 

complementary manner so that each one will be bringing specific skills of the highest 

quality which can further the progress of the present consortium and the project. The 

action addresses both actors of R&D and innovators communities & thematic 

projects. 

Each Partner elaborates one report presenting knowledge, experiences and best 

practices exchanged with other related projects within or outside Interreg MED 

Community, contributing to the capitalisation, dissemination of project’s activities 

and results.  

The exchanged knowledge and experiences can be achieved through participation in 

events of Interreg MED Programme (including events organised by Green Growth 

Community), or other EU programmes (through synergies with partners of other 

relevant EU projects).  

The Joint Report is elaborated by the WP Leader (UTH) with the contribution of all the 

partners.   
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1. [Circle 2018, Chania, Crete / Green Growth Community]  

1.1 Agenda/Invitation 

Registration of PP1 Communication manager to the event 
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Conference Agenda 
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1.2 Minutes 

The Communication Manager of the MED GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos 

Katsoulas, participated in the International Conference CIRCLE 2018 "Challenges for 

the Islands in the Circular Economy", held at the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute 

of Chania (MAIC) on September 20-22, 2018. 

The INTERREG MED Green Development Community organized a Workshop and 

Business Forum, during which more than 40 B2B and B2G meetings took place. 

Project coordinator MED GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos Katsoulas, had meetings 

with representatives of other Community programs INTERREG MED 

(CREAINNOVATION) and LAGADAS BIOGAS (STAER SYSTEMS). Through bilateral 

meetings and contacts during the conference, new opportunities for cooperation 

have emerged, for the development of new projects as well as for cooperation 

between the projects of INTERREG MED Green Growth Community aiming at 

optimizing the exploitation of the results of the projects. 

CirCLE 2018 ("Challenges for the islands in the circular economy era") aimed to 

promote the European Union's effort to implement the circular economy in the 

Mediterranean islands, to spot good practices and create synergies between the 

various actors, both at policy level and at industry level. The general objective is to 

bridge knowledge gaps by exchanging ideas between EU policy makers, managers of 

European funds and programs, financial institutions, large companies and SMEs, 

academia and research institutions, and the EU co-funding instruments. The aim of 

the conference is in line with the objective of achieving cooperation between the 

four-helix operators of the MED GREENHOUSES project. 

The conference was organized under the aegis of the European Commission with the 

support of organizations such as Greening the Islands, with 280 representatives from 

21 countries. The agenda of the conference included keynote speeches by 

representatives of the bodies involved from the EU side (DG ENV, DG REGIO, DG 

MOVE) and Greece on the current and future challenges for the EU islands. 

During the Business Forum, institutions, businesses and policymakers met to 

exchange views on turning ideas into business opportunities, backed by innovative 

financing tools that promote circular business models and eco-innovation. The round 

table highlighted the interaction between the main strategic programming 

frameworks and the capitalization of common priorities and political positions. 

 

1.3 Collaborations with other projects  

Meeting with LAGADAS BIOGAS 

The company specializes in the production, supply, marketing and exploitation of 

electricity from renewable energy sources and in particular by the exploitation of 
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agricultural, livestock and agro-industrial biomass. The issues discussed with the 

company were: 

• Research activity for the development and production of new products in the 

energy sector. 

• Cooperation for joint participation in national and European research projects. 

 

Meeting with STAER SYSTEMS 

The company specializes in finding advanced solutions for completing the system, 

supervising and controlling complex industrial facilities and technology networks. 

Develops solutions and services to support the operation and maintenance, energy 

efficiency and quality control processes. Staer Systems produces a complete HS & 

SW (SCADA / OSS) system for remote control of facilities in different industries. 

The discussion with the company focused on issues of remote control in 

greenhouses, an exchange of views on technological facilities, with an emphasis on 

applications that can be used in greenhouses. In particular, the EMMS + TOR 

VERGATA software, which performs energy management functions, was discussed. 

This product, which is already registered (EMSS), supports the operation and 

management of renewable energy plants. The main areas of use concern the 

management of installations where energy is used and produced (e.g. photovoltaic, 

solar thermal, cogeneration). EMSS + will enable energy saving, eco-compatibility 

and cost management policies to be implemented through interface for sensors and 

actuators (energy monitoring, data capture and remote control) for real-time 

processing, modelling and automation of air conditioners, boilers , UPS, etc. 
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1.4 Photo Gallery 
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1.5 Key points- Conclusions 

The main objectives of the conference were: to explain the new framework of the 

circular economy, to share good practices and to encourage networking and 

dialogue. The focus of the speeches was on economic and territorial cohesion, skills, 

and regional co-operation, covering issues such as: 

 

• The challenges and opportunities of the circular economy of the EU islands 

• Initiative for green energy islands 

• Renewable energy sources 

• Water 

• Waste management and plastics 

• Blue growth 

• Island issues 

• EU co-financing tools and others 

• IT and smart island initiatives 
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2. [Ecomondo, Rimini, Italy 2018 / Green Growth Community 

projects]  

2.1 Participants List & Agenda/Invitation 
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2.2 Minutes 

Project Manager of MED GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos Katsoulas participated in 

the World Cyclical Economy Exhibition "ECOMONDO 2018, International Exhibition 

on Circular Economy", 5-8 / 11/2018, Rimini, Italy. This is the most important event in 

the field of cyclical economics and sustainable development, with exhibitors from 

around the world and all sectors related to the cyclical economy (waste management, 

renewable energy, water management etc) and events / parallel workshops. 

 

The MED GREENHOUSES project team participated in an event organized by the 

INTERREG MED Communities, entitled "Empowering Territories for a Sustainable 

Mediterranean," on 6/11/2018. The Communication Manager of MED GREENHOUSES 

participated in the round table discussion held between Green Growth projects, with 

a talk on the MED GREENHOUSES project, the Sustainable Greenhouse Approach 

through the project, the engagement of the four-stranded operators and the 

expected results. 

 

During the MED COMMUNITIES event, Prof. Nikolaos Katsoulas was member of the 

first liners, who posed questions to the panel. He also made a presentation of the 

Project, linked to the scope of the panel discussion. The first panel made a debriefing 

on the state-of-the-art of waste management and circular bioeconomy initiatives in 

sectors such as agro-food, manufacturing, energy production, transportation and 

tourism and answered questions such as: How can various actors overcome regional 

challenges such as marine litter? How can circular bioeconomy principles and 

approaches be used to construct the resilience of the MED territories facing climate 

change challenges? 

 

Also, during the exhibition, the INTERREG MED Project Communities organized a 

showroom where the promotional material (brochures, etc.) was distributed. On 

7/11/2018, a meeting of the projects that participated in the exhibition took place, 

where possible collaborations between the projects were discussed, while the 

audience of the exhibition could participate and ask questions to the representatives 

of the projects. 

 

2.3 Collaborations with other project  

PEFMED 

- Short description 
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The project PEFMED is one of the GreenGrowth community projects that stands for 

“Uptake of the Product Environmental Footprint across the MED agrofood regional 

productive systems to enhance innovation and market value”. 

The project is carried out in the frame of Interreg-Med projects and is co-financed by 

the European Regional Development Fund. The overall objective of the PEFMED 

project is to test the applicability of the new EU Product Environmental Footprint 

method (PEF) for some specific product groups in 9 Mediterranean agrofood regional 

systems (clusters & supply chains), with the final aim to foster targeted systemic 

ecoinnovation interventions to green the agrofood sector, raise the market value of 

PEF-compliant productions and galvanize the regional Smart Specialization Strategies 

(RIS3) goals related to innovation in agrofood and industrial production. 

 

- Project’s Partners 

ENEA - Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable 

Economic Development 

FEDERALIMENTARE - The Italian National Association of Agrofood Industries 

ANIA - The French National Association of Food and Drink Industries 

FIAB- The Spanish Food and Drink Industry Federation 

FIPA - Portoguese Agrofood Industry Federation 

CRITT - Agrofood Regional Innovation and technology Transfer Center 

DNV GL - Business Assurance Espana S.L. 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia - Chamber of Agricultural and Food 

Entrerprises 

Federation of Hellenic Food Industries 

 

- Objectives 

The “PEFMED method” takes into account the environmental impacts of a product 

throughout its life cycle, from cultivation of raw materials, through processing, 

transport and use, to disposal and recycling. Indicators are combined with a set of 

socio-economic indicators referred to a specific territorial background, to enhance 

the paradigm of regional denomination quality and sustainability (good and green). 

 

- EU Program 

Interreg-Med project, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund. 

 

- Relevant Activities 

The MED-Greenhouses project will develop a cluster for the development of 

innovative greenhouses in the Mediterranean region. The PEFMED project will 

examine the performance of the agrofood clusters towards Product Environmental 
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Footprint requirements in nine product chains and clusters located in different 

Mediterranean regions. 

- Name of the partner/organization you collaborated with 

ENEA - Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable 

Economic Development 

 

CreaInnovation 

- Short description 

The project aims to extend and deepen both knowledge and practice of creative 

methodologies and processes in MED SMEs, mainly focusing on their sustainable 

development, and in public and academic institutions as well, through the spread of 

this knowledge followed by practical experimentation that results in creative problem 

solving and the exploration of potential opportunities for innovation and 

improvement. This approach leads to real and feasible ideas for innovation in SMEs, 

public and academic institutions, building structured processes for new politics that 

grants tailored support and takes innovation to the next level. 

 

- Project’s Partners 

Chamber of Commerce of Viterbo (CCIAA VT), Italy –LP 

University of Algarve – CRIA - Division of Entrepreneurship and Technology Transfer 

(UAlg), Portugal 

Centre for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH), Greece 

Barcelona Official Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Services and Navigation (BCC), 

Spain 

SRC Bistra Ptuj – Scientific Research Centre Bistra Ptuj, Slovenia 

 

- Objectives 

To develop “Creativity Labs” where SMEs, academic and public entities will be given, 

during the Creativity Labs, the opportunity to work together on subjects and interests 

of common concern and put the basis for a new transnational Creative SMEs 

Knowledge Cluster. 

To organise transnational workshops and delivered “Open Space Technology” 

approach (for large stakeholder sessions) to define innovation strategies and 

correspondent politics that sustain them. 

To generate solutions of sustainable innovation for SMEs 

To facilitate the development of innovation through creativity. 

To establish 9 MED Regional Creativity Labs for Sustainable Innovation. 

 

- EU Program 
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Interreg-Med project, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund. 

 

- Relevant Activities 

The MED-Greenhouses project will develop a cluster for the development of 

innovative greenhouses in the Mediterranean region. The CreaInnovation project will 

develop cluster, incorporating SMEs and regional & transnational stakeholders and 

will focus on the adoption of processes and methodologies of creativity for business 

innovation at all levels (organization, process, product, market). 

 

- Name of the partner/organization you collaborated with 

Centre for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH), Greece 
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2.4 Photo Gallery 
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2.5 Key points- Conclusions 

During the INTERREG MED project on 6/11/2018, the MED GREENOUSES project and 

its importance for the cyclical economy and sustainability in the agri-food sector in 

the Mediterranean were presented. It highlighted the large number of hotspots in the 

area and the need to manage the resources used, such as water, biomass, fertilizers, 

plastics, and the role of the cyclical economy in sustainable production. 

Through the project, four-stranded operators work together to spread innovative 

solutions for greenhouses. Through the actions of the project a particular effort is 

being made for a cyclical economy in the field of water and biomass management 

(e.g. use on substrates or reuse for fertilization etc.). Particular mention was also 

made of the creation of a cluster between the sectors dealing with agricultural 

production, so that the cyclical economy is made on a larger scale. 

 

3. [Organic-PLUS workshop in Norway, October 28-29, 2019]  

3.1 Participants List & Agenda/Invitation 
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Project Manager of MED GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos Katsoulas participated in 

the Organic-PLUS workshop in Norway, October 28-29, 2019. 

Venue: Fokhol gård, Stange (https://fokhol.no/) 

 

https://fokhol.no/
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3.2 Minutes 

The workshop was organized on October 28-29 to inform members of the RVU and 

other Norwegian bodies involved in the development of organic greenhouse and 

open field production. In addition, the event was attended by several members of the 

H2020 Organic PLUS project. The Communication Manager of the MED 

GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos Katsoulas, and Director of the Laboratory of 

Agricultural Constructions of the Department of Crop Production and Rural 

Environment participated at Organic-PLUS workshop in Norway, October 28-29, 2019 

(Greenhouse construction, climate control and equipment) in the frame of developing 

the cluster of MED-Greenhouses. 

3.3 Photo Gallery 
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3.4 Presentation-Project Manager of MED GREENHOUSES, Professor Nikolaos 

Katsoulas 
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3.5 Key points- Conclusions 

The workshop was organized on October 28-29 to inform members of the RVU and other 

Norwegian bodies involved in the development of organic production in this country on the 

work and results of the Organic-PLUS project. The possible effects of the removal of the 

disputed inputs from Norwegian organic production were presented and discussed 
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4. [PRECIMED, November 19th, 2019-Campus Universitario de Espinardo, 

Murcia]  

4.1 Participants List & Agenda/Invitation 

AGENDA 

General Information 

Date Tuesday November 19th, 2019 

Place CEBAS-CSIC  

Address Campus Universitario de Espinardo, edificio 25, 30100-

Espinardo. Murcia 

Contact person María Fernanda Ortuño 

Contact person 

phone number 

+34 968 396 200 ext. 6329 

Agenda 

19-11-2019 

Time 

schedule 
Activity Responsible 

09:30-10:00 

Welcome  CSIC 

General presentation of the project CSIC 

Consortium’s structure CSIC 

10:00-11:30 

 

Presentations (10-15 minutes) in which each 

partner will introduce itself and explain its role in 

the project.   

All Partners 

11:30-11:45 Break All partners 

11:45-14:15 
Work Package 1-5 Review*. Project 

Management.  
All partners 
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4.2 Minutes 

 The project PRECIMED, under the PRIMA programme, is an Art. 185 initiative 

supported and funded under Horizon 2020, the European Union’s Framework 

Programme for Research and Innovation. The views and opinions expressed in this 

document are purely those of the writers and may not in any circumstances be 

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

Professor Nikolaos Katsoulas and Director of the Laboratory of Agricultural 

Constructions of the Department of Crop Production and Rural Environment at 

NOVAGRIC facilities in Murcia, Spain (Greenhouse construction, climate control and 

equipment but also training!) in the frame of developing the cluster of MED-

Greenhouses. 

4.3 Photo Gallery 
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5. [MED for YOU – unfolding a strong narrative for policy change” event, in 

Athens, Greece, on the 24th of October]  

5.1 Participants List & Agenda/Invitation 
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Representative of UTH, Elli Armyra (participation in project management of MED 

GREENHOUSES) participated in the “MED for YOU – unfolding a strong narrative for 

policy change” event, in Athens, Greece, on the 24th of October. The event aims to 

reveal how its funded projects, organized in thematic communities, have produced 

achievements that matter for people, regions and cities of the 13 States of the 

Programme. 

5.2 Minutes 

MED for YOU premiered the first evidence of the Programme successful cooperation 

approach. We revealed how Interreg MED unique architecture has taken shape and 

produced concrete results little by little thus demonstrating its added value. Several 

stakeholders explained how they seized these results, made them theirs and 

integrated them in their policies, strategies, etc. 

The results were presented around 2 questions directly linked to hot topics on the 

European Commission agenda but also to the objectives of the European cohesion 

policy: How to survive climate change, the Mediterranean way?-Which drivers for a 

sustainable and inclusive growth? 

After the first act, participants had the chance to get behind the project scenes, enjoy 

a photo exhibitions of our rising stars and sample tasty food.  
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In the second act of this event we attended a debate on post 2020 and the added 

value of European territorial cooperation in the Mediterranean. In light of the current 

and future landscape of the Mediterranean cooperation, we raised the question of 

the Interreg MED Programme positioning. 

5.3 Photo Gallery 
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