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EU Action to Combat

MARINE LITTER

WORKSHOP
Wednesday, 3rd May 2017 from 11:30 to 12:30

European Parliament (Brussels), Room: Altiero Spinelli 3G2

PROGRAMME

Chairs: Simona Bonafè MEP (ENVI)

The workshop is organised at the request of the ENVI Committee in order to contribute to
European policy making to address marine litter. It is part of the ENVI Committee’s follow up

to the European Commission’s Circular Economy Action Plan.

11:30 – 11:35
Welcome by the Chair, opening remarks

11:35 – 11:45
Presentation 1: The global context for the marine litter issue
François Galgani, IFREMER (French Research Institute for the Exploitation of the
Sea)

11:45 – 11:55
Presentation 2: Ocean cleanup? Why prevention is better than a cure
Dustin Benton, Policy Director, Green Alliance

11:55 – 12:05
Presentation 3: Measures to address marine litter
Patrick ten Brink, Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP)

12:05 – 12:15
Presentation 4: Messages from a marine litter scientist
Heather Leslie, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and CleanSea

12:15 – 12:30
Q&A with closing remarks by Chair
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS

François Galgani
Dr. François Galgani is project manager at IFREMER (French
Research Institute for the Exploitation of the Sea) and head of
the Environment and Resources Laboratory in Corsica, France.
He has more than 30 years of research experience in marine
biology and conservation and 110 peer reviewed publications.

His work focuses on marine litter and ecotoxicology as well as
the implementation of marine litter monitoring. He serves as
chair of the scientific and technical group of the European
commission / DG environment group on marine litter.

He is also part of the G20 and G7 processes on Marine litter
and member of the international scientific groups from UNEP (OSPAR and MEDPOL) and
UNESCO (Gesamp WG on microplastics).

Dustin Benton
Dustin is acting Policy Director at the UK-based environmental
think tank Green Alliance, where he leads on Low Carbon
Energy and Resource Stewardship.

He has been responsible for Green Alliance’s work with the
Alliance for Circular Economy Solutions (ACES), a partnership
of businesses and think tanks committed to ambitious circular
economy policy in Europe funded by the MAVA Foundation.
ACES has paid close attention to the European Commission’s
Circular Economy Package, including supporting effective
policies to address marine litter within the context of the
forthcoming plastics strategy.

Before joining Green Alliance, Dustin worked for the Campaign to Protect Rural England
where he led on the relationship between landscape protection, climate change, and new
energy infrastructure. He holds an MA in Political Thought and Theory from the University
of Birmingham and an MA in International Relations and French from the University of St
Andrews.
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Patrick ten Brink
Patrick ten Brink is the Director of IEEP’s Brussels Office, Head
of the Green Economy programme and leads IEEP’s circular
economy and marine litter work. He led IEEP’s policy
contributions on the DGENV Scoping study to identify potential
circular economy actions, priority sectors, material flows and
value chains.

He is responsible for IEEP’s work on Plastics, Marine Litter and
The Circular Economy (for UNEP, and for MAVA) and well as
for the ongoing project on market-based instruments for
pollution and natural resources that includes a theme on the
circular economy and on marine litter.

He lectured on the socio-economic impacts of marine litter and on market-based
instrument to address marine litter in a MOOC that had 7460 inscriptions (2016) and is in
the process of contributing to further MOOCs for 2017, updating the existing modules and
contributing to a new circular economy module. He is co-chair of the T20 expert group on
circular economy and lead author of the paper on Circular Economy, Plastic and Marine
Litter.

Patrick has an MSc in Environmental and Natural Resource Economics from University
College London. He speaks English, German, French and Spanish.

Heather Leslie
Dr. Heather A. Leslie from Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (NL) is
an environmental pollution scientist with a deep interest in
studying how marine litter, plastics and industrial chemicals
can negatively impact our ecosystems, society and health -
and what can be done about it.

She takes an interdisciplinary approach to studying complex
issues like marine litter, from its environmental, societal and
economic impacts to the technology and policy mix needed to
address the issue, as demonstrated in the European FP7
CleanSea Project (www.cleansea-project.eu), which she
coordinated.

She is committed to exploring the opportunities in the circular economy, eco-design of
product systems, policy and law to prevent the environmental pollution she and her team
measure in the field and laboratory.



Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy

6 Meeting document

PRESENTATIONS
Presentation by François Galgani
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Presentation by Dustin Benton
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Presentation by Patrick ten Brink
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Presentation by Heather Leslie
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