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BLUEISLANDS project:
Why there is a need of “BlueIslands” ? 

In 2017 the eight islands involved in the BLUEISLANDS project (Mallorca, Sicily, Rab, Malta, Crete, Mykonos, Rhodes and 
Cyprus) welcomed 45.069 million tourists while their population was of 8.351 million residents.

This issue has been a vexing problem for years but it has never before been approached methodically!!!



BLUEISLANDS IN A NUTSHELL
→ 14 partners from 8 countries (CY, GR, IT, ES, MT, HR, BE, FR)

9 islands   
→ 2 economic  operators ( Ea-eco, Insuleur)
→ 2 research Institutes (UAB, Conisma)
→ 1 international Association specialised in Resource Management 

(ACR+)

→ systematic effort to properly identify, address and mitigate the 
Effects of the seasonal variation of waste generation on MED islands

→ 42 months (30/10/16 – 30/04/2020)

→ 2.75 M€, of which 2.34 M€ financed by the European Regional Development Fund



Ultimate goal

The establishment on each one of  the participating islands the necessary conditions following their unique social, 

economic and environmental characteristics so that the waste generated will serve as a resource bank which will be 

used to fuel local circular economies while preserving and encouraging sustainable tourism.

Respective research and quantification (methodologies for marine litter, quality of sea water, characterization studies) 

delivered the tools (building scenario tool for action plans, on-line tool for decision makers) that are supporting decision 

makers in this transition towards an integrated and eco-systemic approach. 

A final report entailing all derived data and experience has been prepared proposing the  most effective means to deal 

with the issue. 



More information:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPvGQecLxYI&feature=youtu.be

• https://blueislands.interreg-
med.eu/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPvGQecLxYI&feature=youtu.be
https://blueislands.interreg-med.eu/


BLUEISLANDS WORKPLAN
A. STUDYING PHASE (8 islands)

3 beaches in each island (touristic, local, 

remote)

Monitoring plastic pollution in MED islands 

Monitoring wastewater and anthropogenic 

nutrients impact 

Waste characteristic study

Building Senarios-Design of tools for 

anticipating the seasonal variation of waste

B. DEVELOPING ACTION PLANS – TESTING PHASE
Develop of Action Plans-one for each island after testing its 
efficacy –report proposing the 
most effective means to deal with the issue

C. TRANSFERING PHASE
Examine the financial sustainability of the tested model;
transfer sustainability patterns in the tourism industry and authorities;
online tool for decision makers responsible for waste management



Pilot Activities





Building Senarios
the tool for 
compiling action 
plans





Next step plan- waste generated on the coasts of 
the Mediterranean islands as an effect of tourism

Axis I: Monitoring of waste (scientific and technical 
approaches for a better knowledge / comprehension 
of the situation-marine litter, quality of sea water) 

Axis II: Source reduction of waste - awareness 
campaign had a clear positive effect to the generation 
of marine litter

Axis III: Waste collection and sorting – to face the 
seasonal wave of waste (Pilot Activities)

Axis 4: Toward a circular economy – how the 
treatment, recycling, recovery and reuse of the waste 
can be beneficial to the local economy?

RESULTS OVERVIEW: FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS



The Capacity Building Webinars

The BLUEISLANDS project offered to its partners and other interested stakeholders four free capacity building webinars focusing on: 

Circular Economy

Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)

Sustainable Tourism

Among the conclusions of the webinars were the need to act on three main pillars for more sustainable tourism and better waste management:

Social level: to raise awareness of the population by involving local actors and working together with a territorial intelligence approach; to change the 
consumers’ habits and demands.

Political level: to ban some practices such as plastic bags, plastic straws, etc.

Innovation approach: to implement innovative technologies in waste management which can contribute to the circular economy.

Watch the video recordings here: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6w0ffhdaTg4GiR_fxEsEADjqUOCWS8TP

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6w0ffhdaTg4GiR_fxEsEADjqUOCWS8TP


The Waste Management Handbook

The Handbook proposes and showcases existing practical solutions to be implemented by public authorities and/or 

professionals in order to deal with waste management  issues. The societal aspect, aiming at rising public awareness for 

waste management, is highlighted, as well as relevant technical and innovative solutions and services provided by the 

private and research sector. 



We are all part of the problem but also part of the 
solution…!

Everything depends on me, on you and us…! 

(We all have responsibility in sustainability)

Don’t leave your future unattended



BLUEISLANDS project




