
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme cofinancé par le Fonds de Développement Régional 
Programme co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 1 

 

 

BLUEMED 

 
 
 

Activity 5.2 
Activities for transferring project results to target groups and 

Local community 
 

Deliverable 5.2.1  
D5.2.1 Report on the uptake of training activities by local 

Stakeholders 
January 2020 

 
 
 
 

Activity Leader: University of Patras-UPatras 

Deliverable Team: RDFT, MCS-EUA, ATLANTIS, MIBACT, UNICAL, UCY, DUNEA 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme cofinancé par le Fonds de Développement Régional 
Programme co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 2 

Contents 

1. The overall concept and objective of BLUEMED transferring events ................................... 4 

2. Report on the uptake of training activities by local Stakeholders ....................................... 6 

2.1 Transferring event in Thessaloniki .................................................................................. 6 

2.1.1 “European Maritime Day” Agenda .............................................................................. 6 

2.1.2 “European Maritime Day” Press Release ..................................................................... 7 

2.1.3 “European Maritime Day” Minutes ............................................................................. 8 

2.1.4 “European Maritime Day” Photos ............................................................................. 11 

2.1.5 “European Maritime Day” Participation .................................................................... 14 

2.1.6 “European Maritime Day” Presentations .................................................................. 16 

2.2 Transferring event in Volos ......................................................................................... 18 

2.2.1 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Agenda .. 18 

2.2.2 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Minutes . 19 

2.1.3 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Photos ... 25 

2.1.4 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Presentations

 28 

2.2.5 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Press Release

 31 

2.3 Transferring event in Crotone ..................................................................................... 36 

2.3.1 Transferring event Minutes ....................................................................................... 36 

2.3.2 Transferring event Agenda ........................................................................................ 38 

2.3.3 Transferring event Photos ......................................................................................... 39 

2.3.4 Transferring event Registration list ........................................................................... 44 

2.3.5 Transferring event Press Releases ............................................................................. 46 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme cofinancé par le Fonds de Développement Régional 
Programme co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 3 

2.4 Transferring event in Cavtat ........................................................................................ 54 

2.4.1 Transferring event Minutes ....................................................................................... 54 

2.4.2 Transferring event Agenda ........................................................................................ 55 

2.4.3 Transferring event Photos ......................................................................................... 56 

2.4.4 Transferring event Registration list ........................................................................... 58 

2.4.5 Transferring event Press Release ............................................................................... 60 

2.4.6 Transferring Event Presentation ................................................................................ 63 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme cofinancé par le Fonds de Développement Régional 
Programme co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 4 

1. The overall concept and objective of BLUEMED transferring events 

According to BLUEMED’s project proposal, WP5 is focused on the transferring of project main 

outputs and results to locations with underwater cultural assets in the Mediterranean for uptake 

and streamlining.  A Final report on assessing transfer activities is prepared with input by all partners 

that organized transfer events for local stakeholders at the pilot sites. Combined with the 

organization of the transferring events, the organization of exhibitions, seminars, workshops, and 

other events for facilitating transfer of BLUEMED main outputs were conducted during the last year 

of the project lifecycle. The largest event was decided to be a synergetic event, organized in a 

selected MED location by BLUEMED to invite all Interreg Med projects on the same thematic of 

natural/cultural valorisation for tourism development, with the aim to exchange experiences, 

knowledge and know-how gained throughout the project lifespan.  

The aim of the activity Activity 5.2 “Activities for transferring project results to target groups and 

local community” is to ensure the transfer of BLUEMED tested processes, models, tools and 

methods used to specific target groups and local communities. To present the results of the project 

and to raise awareness about the importance of transferring them to other stakeholders and deliver 

them to the community, 4 regional/national conferences at pilot sites were organized in which 

training was conducted by local stakeholders to the local communities. 

Deliverable 5.2.1 “Report on the uptake of training activities by local Stakeholders” includes the 

report on the uptake of activities of trained local stakeholders for continuing KACs operation as 

trainers, with input by all responsible partners at each pilot site. WP5 Leader University of Patras is 

responsible for the deliverable. 

The overall communication objective of BLUEMED is to ensure visibility, transferability and 

replicability of project results throughout the project life cycle. Project’s transferring activities aim 

at promoting the project’s best practices and results to target groups, to reach specific objectives:  

1. Make and deliver policy recommendations for sustainable & responsible (S&R) tourism 

development plans/strategies through the valorisation of underwater natural & cultural 
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heritage to local/regional/national policy makers.  

2. Deliver process scheme to target local/regional authorities including legislative, planning, 

management, financial and coordination models and best practices for UMs, DPs and KACs. 

Raise awareness to the competitive advantage of S&R tourism development with promotion 

& protection of natural & cultural assets to local communities/civil society/economic actors 

3. Contribute to Programme result indicators and policies with KPIs results that measure 

sustainability in tourism development, environmental and social impact. 

4. Set up participatory procedures to include local stakeholders in testing activities. Develop 

network of regional/local/managing authorities of project partners and associates and active 

stakeholders of UMs and DPs across the Mediterranean and globally, transfer of know-how 

and experience of existing successful implementations to/from pilots. 

5. Stimulate diving industry development and capacity building.  

6. Set forth an ‘Underwater Natural and Cultural Routes in the Mediterranean’ campaign for 

increasing visibility of organised UMs, MPAs and DPs in the Mediterranean. 

7. Deliver to national/local/regional policy-makers and UMs, MPAs, DPs management 

authorities and stakeholders, policy papers/business plans that highlight: European Strategy 

for more Growth and Jobs in Coastal and Maritime tourism, Integrated Coastal Zone 

Management (ICZM), Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP), Plan Bleu Sustainable development 

strategy for the Mediterranean, Accessible Tourism for all, leverage implementation of 

UNESCO 2001 Convention, Biodiversity and Adaptation EU strategies. 

8. Demonstrate innovative technologies and techniques in preservation of underwater cultural 

heritage in situ, guided diving and underwater recording to local diving industry. 

BLUEMED objectives, such as the one presented above, are supported by the organization of the 

international conference and the current deliverable 5.2.1 “Report on the uptake of training 

activities by local Stakeholders”. 
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2. Report on the uptake of training activities by local Stakeholders  

2.1 Transferring event in Thessaloniki 

The first transferring event was decided to take place in Thessaloniki, as it is the most important city 

in the North Greece, with many interested stakeholders and target groups. The event was a 

European Maritime Day (EMD), called “One Sea. A Common Culture. A Great Future” and took place 

on 26 of June 2019 in the NOESIS Thessaloniki Science Centre & Technology Museum. 

2.1.1 “European Maritime Day” Agenda 

The event lasted 7 hours and participated BLUEMED partners, local and regional stakeholders, from 

Greece and abroad, researchers, SME’s representatives and NGO’s members as well as general 

public. The transferring of the BLUEMED experience and results was the main objective of the event. 

The full agenda of the event is presented in Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: EMD Full Agenda 
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2.1.2 “European Maritime Day” Press Release 

A set of press release in English and Greek was published in order to promote of the event and to 

invite all the interested parties to participate. The press release stated that “the three main session 

of the event elaborate on the following topics:  

• Promotion Practices of Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH),  

• Underwater Cultural and Natural Heritage accessibility and public awareness and  

• Blue Growth Prospects” 

as well as it was pointed out that  

“The «One Sea. A Common Culture. A Great Future» event aims at the protection and promotion of 

the Underwater Cultural and Natural Heritage of the Mediterranean region, through the pilot actions 

of the Euro-Mediterranean project BLUEMED. It appeals to all those interested in acquiring 

sustainable local, competitive advantages and in enhancing the touristic growth, through diving 

tourism and the protection and promotion of the underwater cultural and natural heritage.” 

Indicative pages of the press release are shown in Figure 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: EMD Press Release 
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2.1.3 “European Maritime Day” Minutes 

On the occasion of the BLUEMED 30-month meeting in Thessaloniki, Atlantis Consulting S.A. 

organized, on the 26th June, a European Maritime Day event in Thessaloniki, titled “One Sea. A 

Common Culture. A Great Future!”. The event was under the auspices of the European Commission 

in the context of “European Maritime Day in My Country”.  The event was held at the NOESIS 

Thessaloniki Science Centre & Technology Museum, hosting 3 sessions of presentations and fruitful 

discussions on the accessibility of UCH sites, public awareness and promotion practices of 

Underwater Cultural Heritage, as well as Blue Growth prospects.  

The speakers managed in a very short time to inform, impress and excite the audience with their 

important actions and research activities.  

Mr. Ioannis Sakiotis, EU representative at the European Maritime Day (EMD), gave a speech on the 

idea of these unique events (The European Maritime Day idea). By the end of his presentation also 

announced the date of the next EMD event, to be held in Cork, Ireland, on 14th and 15th May 2020.  

Mrs. Angeliki Venetti, BLUEMED project coordinator from the Region of Thessaly, spoke about the 

idea, aims and achievements of the BLUEMED Euro-Mediterranean project (The idea and the role 

of BLUEMED).  

Dr. Pari Kalamara, Director of the Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, presented the actions of the 

BLUEMED project for the responsible accessibility to underwater cultural heritage sites in Greece 

such as the shipwrecks of Peristera, Kikinthos, Telegraphos, Cape Glaros (Bluemed pilot sites in 

Greece). Furthermore, Mrs Kalamara presented the completed diving route designed for the 

responsible visit and protection of the shipwreck of Peristera, in Alonnisos Island. 

Dr. Barbara Davidde, representative from the Italian Ministry of Culture, spoke about the actions of 

the BLUEMED project in Italy and more specifically to the development of new techniques and 

methods for the conservation and protection of the underwater cultural heritage, while giving 

emphasis on recent discoveries in the sunken city of Baiae in Naples, Italy (BLUEMED pilot sites in 

Italy).  
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Mr. Vedran Dorušić, owner and director of Dive Centre FOKA Ltd., informed about the ways of 

responsible visit and surveys of shipwrecks and antiquities in Croatia (A BLUEMED pilot site in 

Croatia). The speaker focused on a unique method developed in his country to protect wrecks by 

covering them with special metal cages.  

Dr. Yianna Samuel, project coordinator from the University of Cyprus and research scientist at the 

Oceanography Centre, presented the methodology of studying, recording and mapping biodiversity 

in BLUEMED pilot sites, underlining the importance of the underwater environment and ecosystem 

(Recording marine biodiversity in UCH sites; awareness through KACs).  

Prof. Fabio Bruno, from the University of Calabria, and founder of the Italian spin - off company 3D 

Research Srl. emphasized on the promotion of the underwater cultural and natural heritage by 

means of innovative technology and VR and AR systems (A-state-of-the-art innovative digital 

technology as a means of raising public awareness).  

Mr. Spyridon Iosifidis from the Management body of the National Marine Park of Alonnisos, 

Sporades, presented the wonderful Marine Park of the island, underlining the importance of 

responsible accessibility to the Marine Park as a means of protecting and preserving the underwater 

cultural and natural heritage (The National Marine Park of Alonnisos - Northern Sporades: diving 

accessibility as a protection mechanism).  

Dr. Kimonas Papadimitriou from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and member of the 

Underwater Surveying Team, pointed out the need to study, protect and preserve the modern 

shipwrecks, important testimonies of our underwater cultural heritage (Modern wrecks in Greece; 

the need to survey and highlight an unknown wealth). 

Mrs. Despina Koutsouba, Underwater archaeologist from the Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, 

presented the significant number of wrecks in Lavreotiki region that could potentially be underwater 

accessible sites (Potentials of valorisation of wrecks at the sea area of Lavreotiki). 

Mr. Angelos Maglis, Founder and Vice President of ATLANTIS CONSULTING SA, presented the actions 

and initiatives undertaken within the framework of the BLUEMED project (BLUEMED as an 
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integrated effort of Blue Growth) and the potential of Greece for sustainable development and Blue 

growth perspectives.  

Mr. Ioannis Georgigas, General Manager of the City of Sustainable City Network, presented the 

contribution of the Municipality of Pylos - Nestor to the protection of the underwater cultural 

heritage of Greece (A case study in the Pylos – Nestoros area). 

Mr. Vassilis Mentogiannis, technical director of UFR team and founder of the Hippocampus Marine 

Institute, moved the public with his important work on the protection and rescue of Hippocampus, 

a species included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Hippocampus in the Strymonic Gulf). 

The event was an opportunity for BLUEMED partners, and more particularly ERDF, EUA, MIBACT, 

University of Cyprus, UNICAL, ATLANTIS and UPatras to transfer the BLUEMED gained experience 

and results through interesting presentations. You can watch the event on the following links: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL41CydCr-FzJ_Q7Bl545RoqHZYOaBwLFd 

https://www.livemedia.gr/emd2019 
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2.1.4 “European Maritime Day” Photos 
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2.1.5 “European Maritime Day” Participation 

The participation in the event was satisfying with people from various professional backgrounds and 

institution. The attendance list is presented in the following figures 3 & 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: EMD Attendance list_Page 1 
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Figure 4: EMD Attendance list_Page 2 
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2.1.6 “European Maritime Day” Presentations 

The speaker’s presentations varied from providing information on the European Maritime Days (fig. 

5) to presenting the actions and decisions that BLUEMED took to support sustainable tourism (fig. 

6). 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Figure 5: Quote from Mr. Sakiotis’ presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Part of Mr. Manglis’ presentation 
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In addition, there were presentations focusing on raising awareness on the existing point of cultural 

and natural heritage in Greece and Europe (Fig. 7) as well as the natural organisations that live 

underwater and the need for sustainability as the negative causes of human careless actions on 

them are huge (Fig.8).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Part of Mrs. Koutsoumpa’ presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Part of Mr. Mentogiannis’ presentation 
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2.2 Transferring event in Volos 

The second transferring event was decided to take place in Volos, as it is the second biggest city of 

Thessaly, with many interested stakeholders and target groups. The event was titled as “Underwater 

Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” and took place on 26 of September 2019 

in the Volos Palace, Volos, Greece. 

2.2.1 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Agenda  

The event lasted 2.5 hours and BLUEMED partners, local and regional stakeholders, from Greece 

and abroad, researchers, SME’s representatives and NGO’s members as well as general public 

participated. The transferring of the BLUEMED experience and results was the main objective of the 

event. The full agenda of the event is presented in Figure 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: 2nd Transferring event _Full Agenda 
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2.2.2 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Minutes  

 

Plan/test/coordinate Underwater Museums, Diving Parks and Knowledge Awareness Centres in 

order to support sustainable and responsible tourism development and promote Blue growth in 

coastal areas and islands of the Mediterranean - BLUEMED 

Topic Congress 

  
Dates Time 

 

26/09/2019 18:00 – 20:30 
 

   
Location 

  

Volos Palace, Volos, Greece 
 

 

   
Organizations  Representative (s) 

Region of Thessaly 

Regional Unity of Magnesia 

Municipality of Volos 

Regional Development Fund 

Region of Thessaly  

Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities 

Special Management Agency of Thessaly 

University of Calabria 

Atlantis Consulting S.A. 

Panteion University 

Konstantinos Agorastos (Regional Governor) 

Dorothea Kolindrini (Regional Vice Governor) 

Achilleas Mpeos (Mayor) 

Vasileios Chatzikamagiannis (Director) 

Aggeliki Veneti (Project Coordinator) 

Despoina Koutsoumpa   

Melpomeni Sarafidou 

Antonio Lagudi 

Angelos Manglis (Director) 

Dora Papatheochari 

 

The event was held in Volos on the 26th of September 2019, entitled "Underwater Museums: 

Thessaly Pioneers, Innovates and Develops", with the presence of local representatives and 

stakeholders. Many people from the local community attended the event, including important 

people and actors from both Volos and the wider region, as well as people of different ages (younger 

and elderly), genders (men, women and children) and professions, such as: 

1. George Stefanidis – Professor University of Patras 

2. Konstantinos Lampros – President of Agriculture Association of Magnesia 

3. Angelo Vincenzo– Applicon SRL Engineer  

4. Konstantinos Vastardis – Deputy Mayor of Zagora – Mouresi 
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5. Chrisostomos Apostolou – President of Agronomists of Magnesia 

6. Areti Mpei– Deputy Mayor of Almiros 

7. Evaggelos Chatzikiriakos – Mayor of Almiros 

8. Thekla Kammenou– Chamber of Magnesia 

9. Paraskeui Anagnostou Stathi– Deputy Mayor of Volos 

10. Georgios Kitsios – Regional Consultant of Magnesia 

11. Divers 

12. Representatives of the Ministry of Culture and Sports 

13. Representatives of tourism industry 

14. Representatives of local authorities 

15. Media representatives 

The event started with a welcome speech from Mr. Agorastos, the Regional Governor of Thessaly, 

who welcomed the public and thanked all those who honored it. The Regional Governor emphasized 

the fact that underwater museums are innovative, both for Magnesia and Thessaly, and in practice 

these activities will create added value and ultimately smart cities. Moreover, he mentioned that 

“Thessaly Region is a pioneer, innovating all over Greece, and has started the whole process, has 

created the appropriate framework, and the next year the first visitable shipwrecks / underwater 

museums and the first underwater archaeological sites will open for the public.” As he said, it is 

about the three shipwrecks in the Pagasetic Gulf and Peristera, the one in Alonnisos islands, which 

is equal in uniqueness to the Parthenon, since it's the oldest shipwreck a person can visit in the 

world. At the same time, he referred to the operation of the two Knowledge Awareness Centres 

(KACs), one in Alonissos island and one in Amaliapolis, which form innovative and unique exhibition 

and information centers, where advanced digital technologies merge with the traditional museum 

practice and the dissemination and communication activities of facilities such as Visitor Centres and 

Info-Points. 

Mrs. Dorothea Kolindrini, the Regional Vice Governor of Magnesia, followed Mr. Agorastos speech 

and welcomed all participants of the event, as well as the representatives of the project partner’s 

organizations and stated that the Regional Unity of Magnesia truly believes that the project's results 

have a positive impact on tourism development in the wider region. Finally, she stressed that if the 

Region of Thessaly had not been included in the BLUEMED project there would not have been such 
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a great opportunity for a great number of tourists to visit the shipwrecks, creating in the country a 

legacy that will remain forever, emphasizing that Magnesia, Western Pagasetic and Sporades will 

become a centre for diving tourism, with the launch of this innovative project. 

Following, Mr. Achilleas Bepos, Mayor of Volos, welcomed everyone to the event and thanked Mr. 

Agorastos and the Regional Development Fund of Thessaly who chose the city of Volos for the 

promotion of the BLUEMED project, stating that Volos is a reference and crossing point for Alonnisos 

and Amaliapopi, where the two KACs are located. A welcome speech was given finally, by Mr. 

Chatzikamagiannis, the director of the Regional Development Fund of the Region of Thessaly, where 

he analysed the overall progresses of the project and gave general information such as the duration, 

the budget and the partners of the BLUEMED project. 

The welcome speeches were followed by the presentations of the event speakers and specifically 

by Mrs. Aggeliki Veneti, BLUEMED Project Coordinator, representing the LP. Mrs. Veneti presented 

the main object of the project, which is the production of diversified and competitive tourism 

products, incorporating local characteristics, in order to achieve and ensure strong cooperation and 

added value for the entire Mediterranean region. She mentioned that the main target of the project 

is the protection of the underwater natural and cultural heritage, the public awareness and the 

sustainable tourism development in the coastal areas and the Mediterranean islands. She 

enumerated the pilot areas of the project and stated the already implemented actions. She referred 

to the implementation of the Knowledge Awareness Centres (KACs), which are one of the main 

objective of the project and are based on the design of exhibition and information centres, where 

advanced digital technologies (i.e. Virtual Reality, Mixed/Augmented Reality, immersive 

visualization techniques) merge with the traditional museum practice and the 

dissemination/communication activities of facilities, such as Visitor Centres and Info-Points, 

stressing that tourists visiting an Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH) site will enjoy the 

archaeological artifacts using the Virtual Diving systems deployed in the KAC, and take part to guided 

tours along dedicated underwater trails by using the AR Diving system developed in the context of 

this work.  
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The presentation concluded with the presentation, through photographs, of the pilot site of the 

Region of Thessaly, namely the Amaliapolis Underwater Cultural Site and the corresponding classical 

shipwreck of Peristera, in Alonnisos Island, as well as three-dimensional illustrations of KACs, as well 

as the benefits and the added value of implementing BLUEMED, which are: 

1. KACs will operate all year round, extending tourist season 

2. Financial income for the region, creating employment opportunities 

3. Increase the publicity of the area 

4. KACs will also act as a mechanism for raising environmental awareness and public 

awareness through integrated information activities such as interactive exhibitions, 

educational activities, etc. 

5. The unique experience and knowledge opportunity of the Underwater Med Cultural 

Heritage not only to divers and people familiar with diving tourism but also to non-

divers, youngers, elderly or disabled people, and more precisely: 

a. Non-divers will be able to enjoy archaeological artifacts while improving their 

knowledge and interest in Underwater Cultural Heritage through KACs, which are 

based on the design of an exhibition and information centre where advanced 

digital technologies are combined with the traditional museum practice 

b. Divers will be able to take part to guided tours organized in dedicated 

underwater trails by using the Augmented Diving system 

6. Promote innovation in the diving industry and improve the experience of divers 

through innovative diving services and technologies 

7. Attract a significant portion of the growing number of people choosing diving tourism 

8. Introduce the wider public to the underwater cultural heritage through 3D 

visualization at museum exhibitions and KACs. 

Mrs. Despoina Koutsoumpa, the representative of the Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, the 

Special Peripheral Service of the Ministry of Culture and Sports presented the actions of the 

BLUEMED project to ensure the accessibility to Greece's Underwater Cultural Heritage Sites, such 

as the Telegraphos, Kykinthos, Glaros, Peristera shipwrecks (BLUEMED pilot sites in Greece) and 

analysed the design and planning of the Accessible Underwater Archaeological Sites. She also 

displayed the general operational framework for the accessibility of the underwater cultural 

heritage and presented the suggested diving routes of the Peristera’s shipwreck and talked about 
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the advantages and disadvantages of the suggested diving routes and the experience that was 

gained. 

Subsequently, Mrs. Melpomeni Serafidou, Head of the Special Management Service of the Region 

of Thessaly, presented the contribution of the Regional Operational Programme of Thessaly to the 

promotion of the Accessible Underwater Archaeological Sites. She analysed the business plan on 

the creation of "Underwater Museums and Diving Parks in the Sporades Islands and in the Western 

Pagasetic area", which includes the recording of the Institutional - Legislative Framework for the for 

the protection of the underwater cultural heritage and for the accessibility of the underwater 

cultural heritage, the preparation of a preliminary design for the feasibility and viability of the 

project, sitting of the diving parks and underwater museums and the establishment of diving 

tourism visitor centres. She concluded the presentation with a reference to the next planning steps 

and the further planning depending on the progress of licensing other underwater cultural heritage 

sites as “accessible” as well as the available resources of the Regional Operational Programme of 

Thessaly, and finally the possibility of funding the creation of new UCH sites in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Culture and Sports and the relevant local authorities / municipalities. 

The event continued with the presentation of Ing. Antonio Lagudi from the University of Calabria 

regarding the innovative technologies to promote the shipwrecks of Sporades and Western 

Pagasetic. He initially, gave an overview on the use of the digital technologies for the exploitation 

of the underwater cultural heritage. He stated that their motivation is the vast historical and 

naturalistic heritage that lies on the seabed’s of the world is an important resource that needs to be 

protected and valued, which also stands as an interesting opportunity for tourism development in 

the coastal areas. He also presented the computer graphics techniques that have been 

demonstrated to be effective in increasing the value of cultural heritage, and that the main goal is 

to use digital technology in order to improve the ability to generate value from a responsible 

and sustainable exploitation of underwater archaeological sites. Subsequently, he described the 

work that conducted in the context of BLUEMED project, and specifically in the Greek pilot sites, 

such as the survey and 3D documentation, the site preparation in order for digital technologies to 

be applied. The presentation was concluded with the demonstration of innovative technologies that 
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are used in order to make a dry visit in Virtual Reality and other systems developed, such as the 

underwater tablet, which is equipped with an underwater positioning and orientation system that 

guides the diver tourists during the diving session while providing information about the 

archaeological artifacts spotted during the visit. 

Following, Mr. Angelos Manglis, Founder & Vice President of ATLANTIS CONSULTING SA, referred to 

Magnesia’s growth prospects. He mentioned that Magnesia is located in a beneficial geographical 

location and is a land and sea intersection, with limited seasonal tourist season, where a specialized 

thematic tourism model is required in order to expand it. He stressed that Magnesia's development 

prospects are important, as diving tourism is a large industry and said that foreigners want to dive 

in shipwrecks, while accessible ancient shipwrecks along with Knowledge Awareness Centres (KACs), 

where people learn about the history and importance of the shipwrecks, are very important. He 

pointed out that the combination of KACs with modern underwater cultural heritage and activities 

prepared by the Region of Thessaly, through the participation in specialized diving tourism 

exhibitions, will bring in the area divers who are usually people at the age of 50 with high economic 

standing, resulting in the financial support of the local economy. Mr. Manglis among others 

presented the basic principles of sustainable tourism development, the economic viability and some 

bottom-up initiatives that benefit the local community.  

Τhe presentations of the event speakers were concluded with Mrs. Dora Papatheochari from 

Panteion University, representing the Horizontal project BleuTourMed_C3, who referred to the 

sustainable marine and coastal tourism in the Mediterranean. They have mentioned: 

1. The contribution of the Interreg Med Sustainable Tourism Community 

2. The 17 Modular Projects (MPs), which are implemented under the Interreg Med 

Sustainable Tourism Community 

3. The implementation areas of the pilot actions 

4. The contribution of the community to a more sustainable and responsible tourism 

5. Which are the practices implemented by the MPs in order to improve tourism policies 

and  

6. The next steps, among which are: 
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a. Organization of workshops and events where representatives from the completed projects can 

attended 

b. Synthesis of the results and policy recommendations to the European institutions 

c. Dissemination of the results at regional and local level, through the organization of meetings 

with local stakeholders so as to promote community’s outcomes across countries and 

d. Creation of a catalogue of the Community’s tangible outputs in order to effectively disseminate 

the Community’s results. 

The event closed with the presentation of a 15-minute video displaying the goals achieved through 

the BLUEMED program. 

2.1.3 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Photos 
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2.1.4 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” 

Presentations  

The speaker’s presentations varied from providing information on the Interreg MED Community 

(fig. 10) to presenting the actions and decisions that BLUEMED took to support sustainable 

tourism (fig. 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Part of Mrs. Papatheochari’s presentation 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Part of Mrs. Veneti’s presentation 
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In addition, there were presentations focusing on raising awareness on the existing point of cultural 

and natural heritage in Greece, especially in the region of Thessaly, and Europe (Fig. 12-13-14) as 

well as on the proposed technical issues and innovation tools for enhancing sustainability and 

minimizing the negative causes of human actions in the area (Fig.15).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Part of Mr. Manglis’ presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Part of Mrs. Sarafidou’s presentation 
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Figure 14: Part of Mrs. Koutsoumba’s presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Part of Mr. Lagudi’s presentation 
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2.2.5 “Underwater Museum- Thessaly’s pioneering, innovating & developing” Press 

Release  

Following the transferring event, press releases were published in the local media in order to 

disseminate the results and the conclusions of the event as well as to communicate and transfer 

BLUEMED action to the local community and the general public. Press releases are shown 

indicatively in the following pictures (Fig. 16-17-18-19-20-21). 
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Figure 16-17-18: Press Release in Magnesia News  
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Figure 19-20-21: Press Release in e-thessalia.gr 
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2.3 Transferring event in Crotone 

The inauguration of the third Knowledge Awareness Centre (KAC) for underwater museums and 

diving tourism took place on the 18th of December 2019, in Crotone, Italy, bringing added value and 

raising the level of tourism in such MED area. Crotone will improve diving tourism thanks to the 

innovative project BLUEMED. 

Before the KAC inauguration a conference was held; the Prof. Fabio Bruno from UNICAL welcomed 

the participants together with the coordinator of the underwater activities, Dr. Salvatore Medaglia, 

and a special focus was put on the final results of the project.  

Then a round table attended by several stakeholders and experts in underwater archaeology and 

cultural heritage field was held. 

2.3.1 Transferring event Minutes 

The inauguration of the third Knowledge Awareness Centre (KAC) for underwater museums and 

diving tourism took place on the 18th of December 2019, in Crotone, Italy, bringing added value and 

raising the level of tourism in such MED area. Crotone will improve diving tourism thanks to the 

innovative project BLUEMED. 

The KAC has been set up within the Archaeological Museum of Capo Colonna (Crotone), located at 

the entrance of the homonym Archaeological Park of “Capo Colonna”, also known as “Cape Lacinio” 

because of the Sanctuary dedicated to the goddess Hera.   

The mission of the Italian KAC is to offer an innovative educational experience to visitors, linking the 

traditional museum exhibitions to technology, to diving and to the knowledge of underwater 

cultural heritage. Users will be entertained by the staff that will guide them in visiting all sections of 

the museum. Also, they will be able to enjoy the visit autonomously with easy access to information 

and multimedia devices offering different opportunities, suitable for all ages. 
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Before the KAC inauguration a conference was held; the Prof. Fabio Bruno from UNICAL welcomed 

the participants together with the coordinator of the underwater activities, Dr. Salvatore Medaglia, 

and a special focus was put on the final results achieved by the project.  

Then a round table attended by several stakeholders and experts in underwater archaeology and 

cultural heritage field was held. The Director of the “Polo Museale della Calabria, Dr. Antonella 

Cucciniello and a member of the “Soprintendenza Archeologia, belle arti e paesaggio per le province 

di Catanzaro, Cosenza e Crotone”, Dr Lino Traini, talked about conservation and protection of 

underwater cultural heritage as necessary tools to enjoy these archaeological artefacts over time. 

In addition, the Director of the “Museo e Parco Archeologico Nazionale di Capo Colonna”, Dr. 

Gregorio Aversa, and the Responsible of the MPA Capo Rizzuto, Dr Simone Scalise, outlined the 

importance of synergy and collaboration among the multidisciplinary Team and Researchers 

involved in the project where research, innovation and technology transfer will be focused on the 

common goal of sharing and integrating knowledge. 

The Capt. Bartolo Taglietti, Commander of the "Nucleo Carabinieri Tutela Patrimonio Culturale di 

Cosenza", underlined the importance of spreading knowledge about our underwater archaeological 

heritage starting from young people, making dissemination activities in schools. Finally, Prof. Mauro 

La Russa, from UNICAL, and expert in the field of Cultural Heritage presented a new European 

Project, MAGNA, showing its close connection with the BLUEMED project. 

The conference & round table ended with KAC inauguration and a Virtual Dive Experience for 

participants who tested a new Virtual Reality System, exploring the 3D reconstruction of several 

underwater archaeological sites, pilots of BLUEMED. 
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2.3.2 Transferring event Agenda 

The event lasted 3 hours and participated BLUEMED partners, local and regional stakeholders, 

researchers, SME’s representatives and NGO’s members as well as general public. The transferring 

of the BLUEMED experience and results was the main objective of the event. The full agenda of the 

event is presented in Figure 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22: Transferring event Agenda 
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2.3.3 Transferring event Photos 
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2.3.4 Transferring event Registration list 
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Figure 23: Transferring event Registration Lists 
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2.3.5 Transferring event Press Releases 

The transferring event in Crotone was published in various web sites and e-press in order to invite 

stakeholders and general public to participate in the event and the opening as well as to visit the 

Italian KAC. The published press releases are presented n the figures that follow. 
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Figure 24-31: Transferring event Press Releases 
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2.4 Transferring event in Cavtat 

2.4.1 Transferring event Minutes 

Bluemed Knowledge Awareness Centre (KAC) opened on the 30st of January 2020 at the premises 

of the Department of Archaeology of the Museums and Galleries of Konavle. Before opening of KAC 

archaeologists held two presentations about the underwater archaeological sites in the Dubrovnik-

Neretva County. 

The Deputy Director of the DUNEA Regional Development Agency, Bruno Bebic, addressed the 

visitors and thanked everyone involved in the implementation of the project. The gathered were 

also greeted by director of Konavle Museum and Galleries Antonia Radonić Rusković, Deputy Mayor 

of Konavle Ivo Radonić and Mayor of Dubrovnik-Neretva County Nikola Dobroslavić, who opened 

the KAC and visited the exhibition accompanied by Museum staff previously trained to manage the 

interactive multimedia platforms which offers to visitor’s experience of diving on land. 

Archaeologist Domagoj Perkic from the Dubrovnik Museums gave an interesting presentation on 

the cultural heritage of the Dubrovnik-Neretva County, followed by Nikolina Cuk, an archaeologist 

from the University of Zadar and a member of the team who worked on the Croatian Pilot Area. She 

presented the results of works on the Croatian pilot sites. 

After the official part, all visitors enjoyed the rich content of the Centre. This Centre is one of 4 KACs 

opened within the Bluemed project, and the DUNEA Regional Development Agency was in charge 

of activities on the Croatian pilot site where amphora and dolia sites were documented, enabling 

visitors to enjoy the underwater cultural heritage. 

As part of the Bluemed project, an underwater tablet system has also been purchased that will allow 

divers an interactive dive into amphora and dolia underwater sites, providing them with interesting 

information. The system will use the Epidaurum Diving Centre, which has been taking care of the 

sites for years as a concessionaire and has been involved in Bluemed implementation since the start 

of the project. 
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2.4.2 Transferring event Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 32: Transferring event Agenda 
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2.4.3 Transferring event Photos 
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2.4.4 Transferring event Registration list  
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2.4.5 Transferring event Press Release 

The transferring event in Cavtat was published in various web sites and e-press in order to invite 

stakeholders and general public to participate in the event and the opening as well as to visit the 

Italian KAC. The published press releases are presented in the figures that follow. 
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Figure 33: Transferring event_Press Releases  
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2.4.6 Transferring Event Presentation 

The speakers’ presentations focused on presenting the actions and decisions that BLUEMED took to 

support sustainable tourism. 

 

Figure 34: Transferring event_Presentation  

 


