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MEDNICE, the horizontal project that animat-
ed the EB Community has come to an end;
however the Efficient Buildings Community
will go on. An important moment in this tran-
sition has been MEDNICE's final conference:
MED - Mediterranean Energy Debate held on
10th October in Brussels, during the European
Week of Regions and Cities. The Community
gathered to present and discuss the main
outcomes of the last three years of activities.

After the greetings of the Joint Secretariat

of Interreg MED Programme, Ramon Pas-
cual (IREC) presented the technical papers:

a systematic review of modular projects’
products and their harmonization. The rest
of the morning, representatives of IMPULSE,
PrioritEE, ENERJ, STEPPING took part to a
lively debate with EU institutions and Nation-
al Energy Agencies. At the end of the morn-
ing, the representatives of EduFootprint and
TEESCHOOLS were interviewed by students of
“Zhani Ciko” High School (Albania), who also
presented their climate initiative and the re-
lated short-film (awarded also at the Climate
Europe Festival 2018 in Belgrade).

The afternoon was devoted to energy policy.
Andrea Bigano (CMCC) presented the Policy
Papers of the Efficient Buildings Community,
which illustrate and discuss the main policy
lessons and recommendations gathered from
the direct experience of the Modular Projects.
Miriam Eisermann (Energy Cities) and Cynthia
Echave (Representing the Renewable Ener-
gy Community) then presented the parallel
and complementary Manifestos of the two
communities. A panel discussion followed
the presentations. The experts brought about
interesting proposals on how to give visibility
o the requests from the local level.

The event ended on an unexpected and
pleasant note: a representative of the Ministry
of Infrastructure and Energy of Albania in the
audience took the stage to promise to the
Albanian students that the Ministry will dis-
seminate their video among Albanian author-
ities to raise awareness about the importance
of climate action at school level and he also
encouraged the students to keep engaging in
these crucial matters.

What’s next?
Fromm MEDNICE to
EFFICIENT BUILDINGS

As the first generation of Horizontal Projects
has come to its end, it has been announced
by the Joint Secretariat of the Interreg Med
Programme that the Steering Committee of
this programme approved on October the
22nd, the eight project proposals for the 2nd
call for horizontal projects.

Thus, the MEDNICE project becomes the EF-
FICIENT BUILDINGS project and will contin-
ue for three more exciting years!

With a focus on transferring and main-
streaming the results of the EB Community,
new activities will be implemented, inte-
grating territories in the South Bank of the
Mediterranean.
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Bl THE TECHNICAL CAPITALIZATION OF MODULAR PROJECTS RESULTS IS

One of MEDNICE's main outcomes is the technical capitalization of the Modular Projects’
results. IREC implemented this activity with the collaboration of the consortium partners
and of the Modular Projectss’ coordinators.

The Modular Projects developed several results supporting public bodies in the efficiency
improvement of their buildings. These results approached the issue from different perspec-
tives and by different means.

MEDNICE systemized, analysed and harmonized the knowledge thus generated in four
technical papers in order to find technical answers to common issues:

‘ Financing schemes and barriers . Methodologies, tools and indicators
Confronting the financial models Focusing on the technical solutions
for Energy Efficiency analysed and developed by the modular projects
developed by the modular projects and harmonizing their outputs

‘ Training methodologies and ’ Lessons learned
capacity gaps

Reviewing all training carried out Summarizing the main lessons
by the modular projects for trans- arising from pilot testing and di-
ferring activities rect implementation of projects

l THE MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICY PAPERS I

The Modular Projects produced a set of tools and guidelines for local public authorities to
cope with the issues arising from the energy policy landscape. Based on these direct experi-
ences, CMCC developed some policy recommendations about effectively promoting energy
efficiency in public buildings in the MED area. Specifically, prority should be given to:

Clearer interaction between national and local levels:

National policies target local authorities as simple beneficiaries rather than policy imple-
menters, leaving a wide margin of discretion.

Better (in)formation:

Capacity-building programme and technical assistance to improve local authorities’ techni-
cal knowledge and raise the awareness of public buildings’ users.

Standardized information:

Systematic enforcement of energy audits for public buildings and standardization of proce-
dures and indicators.

Flexible instruments:

Use of flexible and cost-effective measures that can be adapted to local and climate condi-
tions and that can allocate efficiently the risk among stakeholders (e.g. white certificates).

READ THE 1ST POLICY PAPER ON READ THE 2ND POLICY PAPER
FINANCING ON INFORMATION
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https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/deliverables-library/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=5595&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=a650674cc051db6f340eed2566019171
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/deliverables-library/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=8148&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=e4ac96cc841341b15303a1362ca605ff
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/deliverables-library/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=8148&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=e4ac96cc841341b15303a1362ca605ff
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/deliverables-library/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=7657&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=8e187865406116bfa930a4ebc23ffeb8
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/deliverables-library/detail/?tx_elibrary_pi1%5Blivrable%5D=8441&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Baction%5D=show&tx_elibrary_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=Frontend%5CLivrable&cHash=063b1890aa20501baade815b87b6747d
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/news-events/news/detail/actualites/policy-paper-on-financing-energy-efficiency-1/
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/news-events/news/detail/actualites/policy-paper-on-financing-energy-efficiency-1/
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/news-events/news/detail/actualites/policy-paper-on-information-for-energy-efficiency/
https://efficient-buildings.interreg-med.eu/news-events/news/detail/actualites/policy-paper-on-information-for-energy-efficiency/

. ,P¢ . Newsletter no. 6- November 2019

R

Il MANIFESTO FOR A MEDITERRANEAN BUILDING RENOVATION I

Buoyed by their on-the-ground experiences, the public and private stakeholders of the Effi-
cient Buildings Community ask EU decision-makers, EU programme managing authorities
and national public authorities in Member States to design policies that consider the fol-
lowing six recommendations.

1. Engrave deep renovation of public buildings in National Energy and Climate Plans
(NECPs)

2. Make sure that 100% of regional and local authorities have a well-working energymana-
gement system embedded in their organisational culture

3. Tackle skills gap in public authorities and the construction sector

4. Facilitate access to adequate public funding as well as to alternative finance sources for
local and regional public authorities

5. Increase the share of RES production and consumption in public buildings

6. Massively replicate know-how generated in EU funded projects

The Community is not claiming radical changes in legislation, but expect existing work to

be deepened, broadened and strengthened. The local level needs a favourable and secu-
ring frame to act sustainably. Click here to read the full Manifesto.
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