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Report on Local Working Table – Year 2022 
 

Date: 22nd February 

Place: Hotel Yacht**** Wellness & Business Siófok, (Siófok, Vitorlás street 14.) It was a hybrid event – 
personnel and  online meeting with using Zoom webinar software 

 

Number and categories of participants / target groups 

Total number of participants: 41 personal participants, 24 online participants 

The composition of participants was the following: 

Regional Public Authorities (Somogy and Veszprém County Governmental Offices, 
Veszprém and Zala County Governments) (4+4) 

Local Public Authorities (Local Government of Balatonberény, Balatonfenyves. 
Balatonfüred, Cserszegtomaj, Disókál, Felsőörs, Vöröstó, Siófok, Zalaszántó) (11) 

Higher education (Budapest University of Technology and Economics) (1) 

NGOs, civil organizations (Association of Hungarian Architects, Women for Lake Balaton 
Association, Nádirigó environment and nature conservation association, The Balaton 
World Heritage Foundation, New Life Club Balatonszárszó, Aligai Bathing Association, 
Association of Lake Balaton Civil Organizations) (18) 

National public authorities (Prime Minister's Office, Deputy State Secretariat for 
Architecture, Building and Heritage Protection, National Meteorological Service, 
Balaton-uplands National Park Directorates) (5) 

Infrastructure and (public) service provider (Somogy and Zala County Disaster 
management directorates, Fire fighting Association, Balaton Public Security Council) (4) 

Sectoral Agency (LBDCA, Lechner Knowledge Center, Territorial, Architectural non-
profit company) (11) 

SME and other organizations (private company, individual entrepreneur, Hungarian 
Chamber of Architects) (3) 

media (2) 

citizens (1) 

international participants (Autentica Collective) (1) 

 

Topics tackled & links to deliverables/outputs 

Exposure of our natural, built and cultural heritage to the impacts of climate change and preparing 
to protect them 

Final programme was the following (in CET time) 
10.0 - 10.00  Registration / Connecting to the online system 

10.00 - 10.10  Welcome and short presentation of the STRENCH - Strengthening the Resilience of 
Cultural Heritage at Risk international project, Balaton Integration Non-profit Ltd. 

10.10 - 10.30  Exposure of World Heritage Sites to the impacts of climate change with an international 
perspective and proposed aspects to be taken into account in Balaton (World Heritage 
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candidate sites), Dr. Tamás Mezős, civil engineer, professor, Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics 

10.30 - 10.50  Challenges of the state of heritage conservation with special reference to natural 
phenomena. Legal framework and practical implementation of the protection of built 
heritage. What and how to protect? Zsolt Füleky Deputy State Secretary, Deputy State 
Secretariat for Architecture, Building and Heritage Protection  

10.50 - 11.10  Historical development of the Balaton landscape, historical development of architecture 
- vernacular architecture shaped by climate, Dr. András Krizsán Ybl Prize-winning 
architect, President of the Association of Hungarian Architects 

11.10 - 11.30  Coffee break 

11.30 - 12.10  Municipal options, tools and good practices for the conservation and development of the 
landscape and built heritage of municipalities in cities and small towns, Dr. István Bóka, 
Mayor of Balatonfüred, Balázs Szabó Mayor, Municipality of Felsőörs 

 
12.10 - 12.30  Presentation of a case study on risk assessment for the protection of built heritage, 

landscape and natural values, György Heizler, Colonel, Hungarian Fire Brigade 
Association 

12.30 - 13.00  Questions and comments 

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch 

14.00   Closing of the event 

Expected effects and follow-up 

The 2nd Local Working table event was not just a summary of the Strench project's achievements - 
current issues, responses to weather anomalies affecting Lake Balaton and actions to be taken were also 
discussed. Tamás Mezős, professor and heritage conservation engineer, highlighted some of the areas to 
be addressed in the context of the definition of heritage and cultural landscape. These include 
archaeological and material monuments, significant buildings and historic sites, and intangible heritage, 
but artefacts are no longer a separate heritage category.  

The professor stressed that climate change is now a real threat, as evidenced by the continued warming 
of the northern hemisphere, devastating storms, hailstorms and lightning. Not only does this place a 
huge burden on the built environment or agricultural activity, but it could also destroy forever the 
archaeological sites that lie underground and are still waiting to be explored. No specific research is 
currently being carried out on this subject, but without it, we can see the spread of invasive species in 
our everyday lives. We are in a race against time, and we are already in the last minute," said Tamás 
Mezős.  

Zsolt Füleky, Head of the Deputy State Secretariat for Architecture, Building and Heritage Protection of 
the Prime Minister's Office, stressed in his presentation that Hungary is prepared to deal with adverse 
processes and threats. A number of laws allow for the necessary and justified intervention, and the task 
list also lays down the obligation of the counties with regard to the values to be protected and the built 
heritage. We are cooperating with the relevant UN commissions, a map of monuments and heritage has 
been drawn up, and the development of municipalities cannot avoid sophisticated planning and an 
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environmental culture that is in keeping with the landscape and traditions - this is also the purpose of 
the "tailor-made" design manuals.  

András Krizsán, Ybl Prize-winning architect, focused on the values of vernacular architecture, which is 
also linked to the beautiful Pannonian landscape in terms of its atmosphere, in his presentation entitled 
'Landscape development and architectural history in Balaton - vernacular architecture shaped by 
climate'. The Káli basin, the Salföld country house, which also served as a model, the farmhouse-like 
functions, the practicality of thick stone buildings for cooling and storing heat. The colonnaded porches, 
the plastered and whitewashed chimneys, the sense of the locals: cleanliness, cheerfulness, joviality - 
almost Mediterranean. 

István Bóka, the mayor of Balatonfüred, considers the preservation of the traditions and the special 
atmosphere of the town to be their primary task, in addition to highlighting the historical values of the 
settlement. Despite the intensive development needs of the past decade, the townscape has preserved 
its values and atmosphere, while its infrastructure, quality and diversity of services have been 
continuously improved. The declared preservation of values is a daily practice in Füred: currently, one 
hundred and sixty-five properties and two parts of the municipality - the centre of Arács and the Old 
Town - are protected. According to the mayor of Füred, the restrictions - height, 15-20% built-up area - 
will not change the townscape in any significant way, but care must be taken to maintain and increase 
the surface area of public and green spaces. István Bóka also shared an ambitious plan with the audience: 
in a year and a half, the entire stretch of the coast could be owned by the municipality or used 
exclusively by the municipality, making the most frequented area of the municipality walkable. 

The final presentation of the event was given by György Heizler, an expert, who presented a 
methodology for measures to save the assets of a case study from Lake Balaton - the Zichy mansion in 
Zala - using the results of the STRENCH project.  

Side programme (if conducted) 

There was not side programme. 

If relevant, annexes (e.g. pictures, media coverage web-links etc.) 

https://www.hirbalaton.hu/balatoni-fejlesztesi-tanacs-konferencia-fokuszban-a-klimavaltozas-es-a-
termeszeti-oroksegunk-megovasa/ 

 

Pictures, screenshots about the event 
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Lake Balaton Development Council Meeting  

Date: 18th February 

Place: online meeting with using Zoom webinar software 

 

Number and categories of participants / target groups 

Total number of participants: 56 online participants 

The composition of participants was the following: 

Regional Public Authorities (Somogy and Zala County Governmental Offices, Somogy, 
Veszprém and Zala County Governments) (8) 

Local Public Authorities (Local Government of Vöröstó) (1) 

NGOs, civil organizations (Women for Lake Balaton Association, Hungarian Green Cross 
Association, Balatonfői Environmental Association, Association of Lake Balaton Civil 
Organizations) (4) 

National public authorities - representatives of ministries (Ministry for Strategic Planning of 
Regional Development, Ministry of Innovation and Technology, Ministry of Finance, Ministry 
of Human Resources, Agriculture Ministry, Prime Ministry Office), representative of National 
Directorate-General for Water, Government Commissioners for Complex Development (15)  

Infrastructure and (public) service provider (Fire fighting Association, Balaton Public 
Security Council) (2) 

Sectoral Agency (LBDCA, Lechner Knowledge Center, Territorial, Architectural non-
profit company) (17) 

SME and other organizations (Lake Balaton Shipping Company, Lake Balaton Fishing 
Company, Tétel-x company) (3) 

Research centre (Hétfa Research Institute and Analysis Centre, Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, Balaton Limnological Research Institute) (3) 

media (2) 

citizens (1) 

 

Topics tackled & links to deliverables/outputs 

Presentation on the progress of the international projects submitted with the participation of the Lake 
Balaton Development Coordination Agency: STRENCH project activities - Strengthening resilience of 
cultural heritage at risk in a changing environment through proactive transnational cooperation. This 
was the 8. Agenda in the meeting program. 
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