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1 Presentation of the Co-creating Lab 

1.1 Context 

The event was organised on November 30, 2018 in Zagreb. 

The format of the event was workshop and there were 14 participants from Ministry of Construction and Physical 

Planning, Directorates for Energy Efficiency and Physical planning and EU Funding. Both Heads of directorates attended 

the workshop. 

The focus of the workshop was presentation of the CESBA MED approach in sustainability assessment and definitions of 

sustainability indicators. The Ministry is responsible for implementation of the 2030 UN Agenda for sustainable 

development – SDG 11 (Sustainable cities and communities) and needs to transpose sustainability indicators in strategic 

documents in Croatia. The Ministry is national contact point for various international projects: Urbact, UN Habitat, 

Europan, Union for Mediterranean, Urban Agenda EU – Safety of Public Spaces. On national level, the Ministry is 

responsible for urban and territorial development of Croatia and within the National development strategy 2030 is 

responsible for the topic on sustainable settlements.  

 

1.2 Challenges in implementation of urban development and sustainable buildings in Croatia 

The Ministry explained the challenges they face in implementation of urban development and sustainable buildings:  

 engaging cities in EU cooperation programs - in small cities: lack of staff and lack of awareness on benefits EU 

projects, in large cities: formation of smart city departments but still in demand of capacity building for 

sustainable development, in general: lack of participation of Croatian cities in various territorial cooperation 

networks 

 Lack of local budget for development of high quality of local physical planning documents i.e. implementation of 

expert studies to collect data on local space 

 Sustainability demands in energy refurbishment projects and nearly-zero energy standard – what issues to 

introduce 

 How to set priority criteria for energy refurbishment planning of public sector buildings 
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1.3 Agenda 

Time Tema Predavač 

08:45 – 09:00 welcome  

09:00 – 09:05 Introduction on CESBA MED approach – stakeholders, goals and results M. Zidar, EIHP 

09:05 – 09:15 CESBA MED sustainability framework concept V. Bukarica, EIHP 

09:15 – 11:00 Case study of Mravince in the city of Solin 

 Key sustainability indicators for neighborhoods  

 Discussion on sustainability improvements  

V. Bukarica & M.Zidar, EIHP 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffe break  

11:15– 12:00 Brainstoriming and future activities:  

How can CESBA MED approach contribute to integrated and sustainable 

urban planning activities in Croatia 

Presentation of the prioritization tool in energy renovation planning from 

Impulse MED Tool - prioritization of energy efficiency measures 

Presenall 

The national framework concept of sustainability assessment of neighbourhoods was presented: issues (7), categories 

(23) and criteria and indicators (38). Case study of Mravince neighbourhood was used to present the use of the CESBA 

MED SN Tool i.e. calculation of sustainability score. 

2 Brainstorming and future activities 

The conditions and possibilities for the application of sustainability indicators in the framework of the spatial planning 

system and the sustainable development of cities have been discussed. 

Participants discussed on definitions of indicators, availability of data and standards. It was noticed that very few 

indicators are readily available in public data sources (national statistics reports) and there is a need to establish them 

formally within this specific date base. Report on spatial conditions which is being developed every 4 years for national, 

regional and local scale was recognized as most appropriate to use the sustainability indicators.  

Mostly target/benchmark values for indicators are not available in Croatia so there is a need to establish relevant national 

standards. First step would be to define sustainability indicators in relevant legislation and introduce them in statistics 

reports and then introduce them in relevant documents on spatial planning. 

 

Tool for prioritising energy renovation measures on a group of public buildings was presented. The tool was developed as 

part of the Interreg Impulse Med project and provides the priority list of energy efficiency measures for each building 

from the group, in fixed time period and based on a combination of indicators. Selection of priority indicators is defined 

by user and the priority list for EE measures is formed from combining the priority given to each indicator and the level of 

improvement of a specific indicator value. Since these indicators are very similar to CESBA MED indicators, the Impulse 

tool was selected for comparison to CESBA MED SB Tool. 

Both tools contain sustainability indicators related to technical parameters (savings, RES use), economy parameters 

(investment, payback period), user related parameters (thermal comfort index, CO2 concentration) and environment 

parameters (CO2 mitigation, global warming potential). There is an interesting link between the outputs of the two 

projects as CESBA MED provides sustainability rating and Impulse MED prioritization of improvement measures.  
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3 Future developments  

Ministry is interested in results of pilot testing in other CESBA MED pilot case studies to see the difference in selection of 

sustainability indicators, benchmarks and description of improvement measures.  

Use of sustainability issues in energy refurbishment projects and achieving the nearly-zero energy standard is necessary 

to introduce in the next period programming period in national energy refurbishment program and green infrastructure 

program which will be funded from Cohesion and Structural Funds. 

Application of the prioritization tool in energy renovation planning was found interesting to test and to evaluate wide 

sustainability effects from energy efficiency in building projects. 
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