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Based on the experiences from former CESBA projects the CESBA MED project built on the work undertaken by 
CESBA and aimed at developing an innovative decision making model and common metrics for assessing the su-
stainable built environment in the Mediterranean region.

The CESBA SN-Tool based on the evaluation of test results of several EU project outcomes, a general framework 
and 8 contextualised assessment tools has been developed together with an application methodology.

Feedbacks exchanges, discussion between stakeholders of various fields are highly valuable to set up consistent 
policies and projects and to move forward. Within the project CESBA MED a valuable guidance to support deci-
sion-makers and managers of public building stocks at neighborhood level has been created and is now ready for 
broad implementation.

Willy A. Küchler
CESBA President

A valuable guidance to support 
decision-makers.

Iaria Antonio
Councilor for City Planning ,  Construction, Public Works and Heritage

City of Torino
CESBA MED Lead Partner

CESBA MED`s innovative assessment and decision making tools, for the implementation of more effective energy 
efficiency plans able to consider public buildings in the context of their surrounding neighborhood, are successful 
results that will affect the work inside the City of Torino.

Thanks to CESBA Med the City will reinforce the capacities of public administrations in decision making at urban 
level.  CESBA MED tools will support the definition and implementation of actions targeted to improve the susta-
inability of public buildings in the context of their urban areas.

It means the possibility to identify the most convenient retrofit strategy considering the building in relation with its 
urban area and verifying the possibility to activate synergies between groups of buildings.

The importance of efficient and 
sustainable buildings
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CESBA (Common European Sustainable Built Environ-
ment Assessment) is a bottom-up developed concept 
aiming at creating a common framework for me-
asuring the sustainability level of the built environ-
ment in different areas and at different territorial sca-
les. During the last 20 years, a huge variety of different 
assessment concepts for the state of the sustainability 
of the built environment had emerged all over Europe 
- from buildings to territories. This is why sustainability 
experts, during the course of a number of meetings 
and preparatory projects, formed a network creating 
a common assessment framework based on the expe-
riences on local level.

CESBA MED is a European project, built on the CESBA 
initiative that has mobilised 12 partners from 7 coun-
tries between 2016 and 2019 to develop a common 
method for assessing the sustainable development of 
the built environment in the Mediterranean region, 
with a total budget of 3.20 mio. Euro, out of which 
2.70 mio. Euro are co-financed by the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) of the European 
Union.  

The core of the CESBA idea is to agree on a set of 
commonly accepted crucial indicators, the so-called 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), which need to be 
assessed by everybody adopting the CESBA system. 
CESBA offers certification, training, and service around 
all aspects of building, starting from defining the 
goals of the building project, through the design, the 
planning, the procurement, the implementation, the 
commissioning and the usage of the building. 

For benchmarking purposes, CESBA developed a 
generic tool. It is based on KPIs and programmed as 
an easy-to-use excel spreadsheet. Using this tool, both 
single buildings and neighborhoods may be assessed 
with regard to their degree of sustainability. The tool 
was produced in three different mutations, taking into 
account the differences between new and existing 
buildings and buildings with cultural heritage value.

Mainstreaming sustainability in the urban environ-
ment is crucial to support the much-needed ecological 
and low-carbon transition in Europe. To meet the EU 
environmental commitments, and achieve the goals 
set under the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement, 
there is a need to untap the potential of improvement 
that lies in existing residential buildings. 

Introduction CESBA / Project CESBA MED
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CESBA MED builds on the work un-
dertaken by the CESBA initiative - 	
A generic tool with commonly accep-
ted indicators

To improve the sustainability of Europe's existing 
building stock and without a widespread and common 
framework for assessing buildings’ environmental 
performance in place, a number of projects and other 
public or commercial programs and initiatives have 
surged in recent years. However, these are mainly 
following a building scale approach, which is not 
optimal in reaching significant and cost-effective im-
provements and do not fully exploit the potential for 
synergies that groups of buildings might offer. 

The implementation of energy and sustainability 
measures at a broader scale (e.g. district heating, 
mobility and transport, etc.) are clearly showing that 
a neighborhood level is a more effective approach to 
scale up results and secure the fulfilment of the Eu-
ropean commitments on urban sustainability, energy 
and climate change. 

Responding to these challenges, CESBA MED has 
developed a transnational, harmonized and integra-
ted assessment framework and process of buildings 
and urban areas which has been implemented in 8 
different urban contexts from 7 countries. CESBA MED 
has also developed an innovative decision making 
model and common metrics to allow comparability of 
sustainability performance of neighborhoods in the 
Mediterranean context. The project has been develo-
ped in the context of the CESBA initiative launched in 
2011. 

CESBA MED’s main objective is to 
develop a common method for asses-
sing the sustainable development of 
the built environment in the Medi-
terranean region. 

To achieve this main goal, the team of CESBA MED 
has worked during the period 2016-2019 to fulfil the 
following specific objectives:

•	 Reinforcing the capacities of public administrations 
through the provision of a CESBA MED transnatio-
nal methodology and a set of tools, coming from 
the capitalization of several EU projects, able to 
optimise sustainability planning measures combi-
ning the building and urban scale.

•	 Developing an innovative decision making model 
to support the definition and implementation of 
actions targeted to improve the sustainability of 
buildings in the context of their urban areas.

•	 Transfering the CESBA MED methodology and tools 
trough training courses, seminars, workshops and 
publications.

CESBA MED capitalises existing knowledge from 14 
previous EU-funded projects, Urban Scale Assessment 
Tools, and EU Common Framework Initiatives that 
support the development of energy and sustainability 
plans for buildings in the context of their surrounding 
neighborhoods. By doing so, CESBA MED has identi-
fied and tested the most affordable, operational and 
suitable assessment criteria and method for the Medi-
terranean region at building and neighborhood scales.
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Separate tools are used to assess retrofit projects at 
urban and building scale. To be used, these tools need 
to be contextualized according to local issues and stra-
tegic local policies. The contextualization is needed 
both at urban and building scales. 

In order to provide assessment tools which are both 
complete and user-friendly, a generic framework has 
been developed. After the selection of a limited num-
ber of the most relevant indicators using the “CESBA 
MED Generic Framework Tool” (GF tool), the user 
continues the assessment with a second tool called 
“CESBA SNTool”. 

The CESBA SN-Tool is based on the evaluation of the 
test results of several EU project outcomes, a general 
framework and 8 regionally contextualized versions 
of the CESBA SN assessment tools (Piemonte, Friuli 
Venezia Giulia, PACA, Rhône Alpes, Catalonia, Malta, 
Croatia, Greece) have been developed together with 
an application methodology. 

The tools are intended to support decision-makers 
and the managers of public building stocks in the 

implementation of sustainability retrofitting plans 
combining the building and the urban scale in order 
to adapt the tools to their specific contexts, needs and 
priorities.

Why assessment tools?
•	 Provision of objective and reliable information to 

support decision making processes. 

•	 Possibility to set reliable, measurable and veri-
fiable performance targets for urban areas and 
buildings, based on quantitative indicators. 

•	 Provision of a reference common framework for 
stakeholders. 

•	 Easy comparison among urban areas and coun-
tries. 

•	 Easy communication among stakeholders.

•	 Development of a common vocabulary for 
environmental assessment.

Process of Evolving CESBA Sustainable 
Neighborhood Tool (CESBA SN-Tool)



7CESBA MED - Sustainable MED Cities | cesba-med.interreg-med.eu | October2019

Contextualization of the CESBA MED Generic 
Framework to produce the local CESBA MED 
SNTools

For sustainable neighborhoods the Urban Scale Ge-
neric Framework allows measuring the performance 
reached by an urban area (neighborhood, block or 
cluster) with regards to 7 main issues and to give a 
rating to it. The 7 issues are:

•	 A - Built Urban System

•	 B - Economy

•	 C - Energy

•	 D - Atmospheric Emissions

•	 E - Non-Renewable Resources

•	 F - Environment

•	 G - Social Aspects

The module contains 178 assessment criteria and 
relative indicators organized in 23 categories. All cri-
teria measure an objective performance on the base 
of a specific assessment method. The module allows 
measuring the actual sustainability of an urban area 
and its potential future performance on the base of 
possible scenarios.

7 ISSUES

23 CATEGORIES

178 CRITERIA AND INDICATORS

The CESBA MED Generic Framework (CESBA MED GF) 
is a transnational generic multicriteria assessment sys-
tem for rating the sustainability performance of urban 
areas and public buildings.

“Generic” means that the CESBA MED GF needs to be 
configured to carry out an assessment on a specific 
urban area or building. The configuration process 
consists in the contextualization of the CESBA MED GF 
to local conditions in order to reflect the specific su-
stainability priorities and practices. The contextualiza-
tion takes place through the selection of the preferred 
assessment criteria and the assignment of a weight 
and a scoring scale to each of them. Local sustainabi-
lity priorities are set up assigning a regional weight to 
the assessment criteria.

Through the contextualization process, it is possible to 
produce local assessment tools for rating the susta-
inability of any urban area or building in the Medi-
terranean. The local systems derived from the CESBA 
MED GF are named “CESBA SNTool + city name” (i.e 
CESBA SNTool Torino, etc.). The CESBA MED GF is not 
operational and can’t be used as it is. It always needs 
to be adapted to local conditions. 

The contextualization allows to reflect the local practi-
ce, regulations, standards and level of advancement in 
the sustainability field through the possibility to define 
a local performance scale for each assessment crite-
rion. Despite the different weights and benchmarks 
of assessment tools (CESBA SNTool) derived from 
the CESBA MED GF, the results are totally compatible 
because they are based on the same transnational 
methodology.
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Step 1: Select relevant indicators on 
the „CESBA MED GF Tool”
The user selects among the 178 indicators the ones 
that are relevant according to the retrofitting project 
and local issues. Among these 178 indicators the 	
CESBA team selected 16 key performance indicators 
(KPIs) that should be selected by all users of the tool. 
They represent a passport through the use of a com-
mon and limited set of indicators shared by all CESBA 
MED assessment tools. 

Step 2: Rating the level of priority of 
all 7 issues on the „CESBA MED GF 
Tool”
For each of the 7 issues, the user sets the level of 
priority from 1 (less important) to 3 (more relevant).

Step 3: Benchmark of all selected 
indicators using the „CESBA MED GF 
Tool”
For each selected indicator, the user provides 3 values 
representing the local best practice, the local mini-
mum practice and the local non acceptable practice. 
Thanks to these values, it is possible to benchmark 
the retrofitting project for each indicator with local 
practice. Thanks to this benchmark, it is also possible 
to get a value without unit for each indicator on a 1 
to 5 points scale. Then scores of indicators belonging 
to the same issue can be added to get an aggregated 
score for the whole issue.

Step 4: Rating the level of priority of 
all selected indicators using the „CES-
BA MED GF Tool”
Finally, each selected indicator is weighted accor-
ding to 4 additional factors: Primary issue or system 
affected (rating using a 1 to 3 points scale); Impact 
of potential effect (rating using a 1 to 3 points scale); 
Extent of potential effect (rating using a 1 to 5 points 
scale); Duration of potential effect (rating using a 1 to 
5 points scale). 

From the CESBA MED Generic Framework to 
the local CESBA MED SNTools



9CESBA MED - Sustainable MED Cities | cesba-med.interreg-med.eu | October2019

CESBA MED Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
The Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are those criteria that are mandatory or at least recommended to be asses-
sed in order to make the results of the assessment comparable to each other. For comparability, it is important to 
agree on a short and operative list of criteria that is manageable for data collection, calculation and feasible to be 
assessed. As all project partners have to deal with a huge variety of indicators both on urban and on building scale 
the CESBA MED project partners agreed on a set of 16 KPIs on urban scale and on 13 KPIs on building scale. 

Urban Scale KPIs:

A - Built Urban System 
A1.7: Conservation of Land

To determine the proportion of land, considered to be 
of value for ecological or agricultural purposes, that 
remains undeveloped.

Most urban areas exist in a state of continuous deve-
lopment and re-development, with the building stock 
and infrastructure undergoing concurrent construc-
tion, operation, renovation and demolition activities. 
In many cases development or re-development is 
inefficient in terms of the use of land that would 
otherwise be valuable for ecological or agricultural 
purpose. In this context, the amount of such land that 
remains undeveloped is useful information in develo-
ping strategies to ensure efficient urban development, 
while ensuring the integrity of ecological and agricul-
tural services. 

A3.3 Use stage energy cost for public buildings

To assess the cost of energy services for public       
buildings.

The annual operating energy costs are usually a signifi-
cant part of the total operating costs. This criterion 
provides information on the actual energy costs of 
public buildings in the urban area.
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C - Energy
C1.1 Total final thermal energy consumption for 
building operations

To estimate urban thermal energy consumption for 
building operations. 

The criterion allows to understand the buildings’ final 
thermal energy consumption in the use stage. Use sta-
ge energy consumptions are in general responsible for 
most of life cycle energy use in the case of buildings 
constructed before the turn of the millennium.

C1.4 Total final electric energy consumption for 
building operations

To estimate urban electric energy consumption for 
building operations. 

The criterion allows to understand the buildings’ final 
electric energy consumption in the use stage. Use 
stage energy consumptions are in general responsible 
for most of the life cycle energy use in the case of buil-
dings constructed before the turn of the millennium.

C1.7 Total primary energy demand for building 
operations

To reduce the need of primary energy for building 
operations. 

The criterion allows to understand the buildings’ 
primary energy consumption in the area. ”Primary 
energy” means energy from renewable and non-rene-
wable sources which has not undergone any conver-
sion or transformation process.

C2.1 Share of renewable energy on-site, relative 
to total final thermal energy consumption for 
building operations

To incentive the consumption and production of rene-
wable energy. 

The criterion assesses the share of renewable thermal 
energy in final thermal energy consumptions and, by 
implication, the degree to which renewable fuels have 
substituted fossil and/or nuclear fuels and therefore 
contributed to the decarbonisation of the Mediter-
ranean area economy. It also shows the progress 
towards Europe 2020 target for renewable energies.

C2.7 Share of renewable energy on-site, on final 
electric energy consumptions

To incentive the consumption and production of rene-
wable energy. 

The criterion assesses the share of renewable electric 
energy in final electric energy consumptions and, by 
implication, the degree to which renewable fuels have 
substituted fossil and/or nuclear fuels and therefore 
contributed to the decarbonisation of the Mediter-
ranean area economy. It also shows the progress 
towards Europe 2020 target for renewable energies.
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D - Atmospheric Emissions
D1.2 Total GHG Emissions from primary energy 
used in building operations

To minimise the total greenhouse gas emissions from 
buildings’ operations. 

The criterion measures the contribution of the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with the 
building’s operational phase on the earth’s global war-
ming or climate change. The Global Warming Potential 
(GWP) was developed to allow the comparison of the 
impact on global warming caused by different gases. 
Specifically, it is a relative measure of how much ener-
gy can be trapped in the atmosphere over a set time 
horizon by a mass of gas in comparison with the same 
mass of carbon dioxide (CO2). A higher GWP means a 
larger warming effect in that period of time.

E- Non-Renewable Resources
E1.6 Consumption of potable water for residen-
tial population

Make efficient use of water resources. 

The criterion measures the potable water con-
sumption of sanitary fittings/devices and water consu-
ming appliances by residential population.

E1.7 Consumption of potable water for public 
non-residential building systems

Make efficient use of water resources. 

The criterion measures the potable water con-
sumption of sanitary fittings/devices and water consu-
ming appliances by non-residential public buildings.

F - Environment
F1.3 Recharge of groundwater through perme-
able paving or landscaping

To improve the permeability of the area. 

Permeability of land is the capacity to transmit water 
to soil. It is a very important issue connected to the 
water recharging of aquifers and the reduction of 
effluents. Soil sealing - the covering of the ground by 
an impermeable material – is one of the main causes 
of soil degradation in the EU. Soil sealing often affects 
and increases the risk of flooding and water scarcity 
and contributes to global warming.

F2.3 Ambient air quality with respect to particu-
lates <10mu (PM10) over a one year period

To assess the long-term ambient air quality with re-
spect to particulates <10 mu (PM10) in the local area. 

Particulate matter (PM10) pollution consists of very 
small liquid and solid particles floating in the air. PM10 
is a mixture of materials that can include smoke, soot, 
dust, salt, acids, and metals. Particulate matter also 
forms when gases emitted from motor vehicles and in-
dustry undergo chemical reactions in the atmosphere. 
PM10 is among the most harmful of all air pollutants. 
When inhaled these particles evade the respiratory 
system’s natural defences and lodge deep in the lungs. 
The criterion allows to evaluate the level of exposition 
of inhabitants to PM10 in the urban area.
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G - Social Aspects
G2.1 Public transport service

To determine the performance of the public transpor-
tation system. 

Most urban areas are serviced by a public transporta-
tion service, but the quality of service, including the 
density of the route network, scheduling to suit the 
needs of the local population and affordable fares, 
vary widely.

G2.4 Quality of pedestrian and bicycle network

To promote cycling and walking as an alternative to 
vehicle use by providing a safe and efficient mobility 
network. 

Travelling by bicycle or by foot means less cars on 
the roads which reduces traffic congestion. Efficient 
alternative and environmentally-friendly modes of 
transport are key to not only improve mobility but the 
quality of life as well. Increasing zero emission mobi-
lity is crucial to lower the carbon footprint of human 
activities.

G4.2 Availability and proximity of key services

To determine the accessibility and proximity of key 
services for local residents (e.g. schools, sports faci-
lities, supermarket, community buildings, etc.). 

Convenient locations of key services for access by re-
sidents is a major factor in reducing the use of private 
vehicles and in ensuring that residents can obtain 
access to the services they need.

G6.3 Community involvement in urban planning 
activities

To raise the level of community involvement in plan-
ning through the redistribution of power. The assess-
ment is therefore about: 

•	 How much citizens (inhabitants and users) are 
integrated to the planning process? 

•	 How much their opinion is taken into considera-
tion? 

•	 How much they drive the planning agenda? 

•	 Are people “planned for” by external experts or are 
they part of the decision-making process? 

•	 Is there a dichotomy between the planners holding 
power (and supposedly knowledge) and citizens? 

The Arnstein ladder, built by Sherry Arnstein (SA), is 
the reference for community planning assessment. 
Her work remains the basis of current research on 
citizen involvement in planning. The proposed assess-
ment process is therefore based on the SA ladder and 
further development from Hélène Chelzen and Anne 
Jégou in 2015 which tends to take into consideration 
recent evolution in practices.
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Building Scale KPIs
The buidlings scale KPIs were developed in coordination with DG environment und LEVEL(s) (a EU voluntary repor-
ting framework to improve the sustainability of buildings). 

B1.1   Primary energy demand

B1.2   Delivered thermal energy demand

B1.3   Delivered electric energy demand

B1.5   Energy from renewable sources in total    		
           thermal energy consumption

B1.6   Energy from renewable sources in total          	
           electric energy consumption

B1.11 Embodied non-renewable primary energy

B4.5   Potable water consumption for indoor          	
           uses

C1.3   Global Warming potential

C3.2   Solid waste from building operation

D1.10 Ventilation rate

D2.2   Thermal comfort index

G1.4   Use stage energy cost

G1.5   Use stage water cost
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CESBA MED Passport
The CESBA MED passport is transnational document including a set of common criteria, indicators and metrics 
developed by the project CESBA MED. The passport allows the comparison of the performance reached by public 
buildings and urban areas in the different Mediterranean regions and allows a common way to display the results 
identified. The CESBA MED Passport is available in two versions: one for buildings and one for neighborhoods.

Comparing the performance of buil-
dings on transnational level 
The score produced by a rating system is valid only for 
the geographical area where the building is realized, 
as it reflects the local priorities and construction 
practice. Therefore, it is impossible to set common 
performance benchmarks between regions. To be able 
to compare the performance of buildings at transna-
tional level, it is necessary to use indicators expressed 
in absolute values, not scores. This is the key principle 
of the CESBA Passport.

Functionality of CESBA Building 
Passport
Beyond the usual score typical of each rating sys-
tem reported on the certificate, the CESBA Building 
Passport informs about the performance of the 
construction by providing the absolute values of the 
CESBA Key Performance Indicators KPIs (kWh/m2, kg 
CO2/m2, m3, etc.). In this way it becomes possible to 
compare the performance of buildings assessed by 
different certification systems in different geographical 
areas. In all CESBA harmonized systems, the CESBA 
KPIs have to be adopted and included in the certifica-
tion system. This means that they will be calculated as 
part of the performance assessment of the building, 
and then be, on one hand, normalized with the other 
criteria to produce the building’s rating score, and on 
the other, used in the CESBA Building Passport. The 
certificates issued by the different CESBA harmonized 
systems will have to include a transnational section 
with a common format to illustrate the CESBA Building 
Passport: to do so, the values of the quantitative and 
qualitative KPIs will be listed in the common CESBA 
part of the building certificate issued by the specific 
rating system. The results of the quantitative indica-
tors will also be graphically represented on a radar 
chart.
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CESBA MED Decision Making Process Model 
CESBA MED has designed a model of decision-making process intended to support the public administrations in the 
definition of the best sustainable retrofit scenarios for small urban areas and buildings in the context of their urban 
environment. This decision-making process is articulated in 6 phases.

Model for decision 
making process 

in 6 key stages
The following process is relevant  

for both building and urban scales

CESBA MED project 
in figures

3,2 M €
Project budget 2,7 M €

ERDF / IPA

1

Contextualization

2

3

StrategiC 
definition 

4

deCiSion making

5

6

Get the right people around the table

Make sure that the following stakeholders are involved:
• Project managers, planning and design teams
• End-users and external parties

Adapt the CESBA MED tools  
to your specific context

• Contextualize the CESBA MED tools by prioritizing criteria
• Find accurate information sources for the selected criteria

Evaluate the level of sustainability  
of your building or your urban area

• Get the current picture of your building  
or your urban area using the contextualized  
Sustainable Neighbourhood (SN) tool

Identify constraints and set targets

• List global and local constraints
• Set ambitious but achievable targets for each  
selected indicator

Build and rank scenarios

• Use the SN tool to compare various scenarios
• Rank them using a quantitative methodology

Transform the selected scenario  
into a concrete project

• Illustrate the strategies
• Specify the performance improvement
• Provide a cost/benefit analysis

[ logo of the project partner ]

initiation  

retrofitting 
ConCept

aSSeSSment

Get the right people around the table
Make sure that the following stakeholders are involved:

•	 Project managers, planning and design teams

•	 End-users and external parties

Adapt the CESBA MED tools to your specific context
•	 Contextualize the CESBA MED tools by prioritizing criteria

•	 Find accurate information sources for the selected criteria

Evaluate the level of sustainability of your building or  
your urban area
•	 Get the current picture of your building or your urban area using the                 

contextualized Sustainable Neighbourhood (SN) tool

Identify constraints and set targets
•	 Set ambitious but achievable targets for each selected indicator 

•	 List global and local constraints

Build and rank scenarios
•	 Use the SN tool to compare various scenarios

•	 Rank them using a quantitative methodology

Transform the selected scenario into a concrete project
•	 Illustrate the strategies

•	 Specify the performance improvement

•	 Provide a cost/benefit analysis
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Learnings and Recom-
mendations in imple-
menting CESBA MED 
Assessment Tools 

The CESBA MED methodology and tools have been 
piloted and implemented in 8 different urban contexts 
in 7 countries from the Mediterranean region. To 
capitalise these results an integrated group of actions 
has been put in place and several learnings and conc-
lusions can be drawn:

•	 Using harmonised assessment systems fosters the 
reach of greater sustainability standards in the built 
environment. These systems facilitate the adequ-
ate measurement of sustainability performance, 
allowing regular monitoring and proper comparabi-
lity of results against other scenarios and/or urban 
areas.

•	 Having access to reliable data and information is 
essential to adequately assess the sustainability 
performance of the urban environment. Ensuring 
regular access to data and information allows the 
adoption of good monitoring practices, resulting in 
better policy formulation and implementation.

•	 Using the neighbourhood scale is optimal to reach 
significant and cost-effective sustainability improve-
ments. Between the building and the district scales, 
neighbourhoods allow the full exploitation of the 
existing potential synergies between the different 
urban scales.

•	 Each urban area has its own unique characteristics. 
For this reason, it is important to use disaggregated 
data and information and assessment systems that 
can be well adapted to the specific contexts, needs 
and priorities of the areas to be assessed. 

•	 Consulting, dialoguing and involving citizens in 
the assessment of the built environment is key 
to ensure that local knowledge and priorities are 
adequately considered and integrated. This ensures 
an adequate adaptation of the assessment process 
to the local conditions.

Promoting a new culture of the built 
environment in Europe
Based on the learnings of the CESBA MED project, a 
series of recommendations have been formulated to 
optimise sustainability planning measures in the built 
environment and aim at promoting a new culture of 
the built environment in Europe, with special atten-
tion to the Mediterranean region.

CESBA MED recommendations:
•	 Ensure the mainstreaming of sustainability in urban 

planning and management.

•	 Promote the use of harmonised assessment tools 
to measure, monitor and compare the sustainabili-
ty of the urban environment.

•	 Make environmental data accessible to public 
administrations.

•	 Seek alternative schemes to fund sustainable urban 
initiatives, specially at local level.

•	 Promote the harmonisation of assessment sys-
tems, labels or certificates as instruments to reach 
greater sustainability standards in the built environ-
ment.

•	 Integrate the economic and social dimensions in all 
urban project interventions.

•	 Regularly involve citizens and stakeholders on 
sustainable urban development.

•	 Organise regular training to better equip professio-
nals and public officers in the field of sustainable 
urban development.
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CESBA MED Training System
The CESBA MED Training System is crucial to ensure a 
correct use of the CESBA MED tools and methodology 
by the main target groups and the widest transferring 
in the MED area. To develop an appropriate training 
system to be tested during project implementation 
and continuation after its conclusion will ensure a 
balanced and sustainable development of MED area 
urban districts through the improvement of local 
policies. A roadmap approach demands constant 
learning, follow-up and continuous improvement in 
order to adjust to new conditions. The training system 
is basically targeted to tools users (technical profile) 
and decision-makers (political, management profile). 
The system includes programs, training materials and 
an e-learning platform.

 

“Working together, learning from each other, 
going further”

Dedicated training material, toolkit 
and e-courses available in 7 		
languages
In 2019, 17 pilot courses with a total of 266 professio-
nals have been trained to the tool in Europe. 

Online courses for policy makers and technicians are 
available to get familiar with the CESBA MED assess-
ment tools. All the materials (training material for 
understanding and customising the tool, calculating 
indicators, including presentations) and a toolkit for 
implementation, are available online in the different 
partners languages (English, French, Italian, Cro-
atian, Spanish, Greek and Maltese) on our e-learning 
platform. Register for free on the e-platform of the 
University of Malta: https://cesba-med.research.
um.edu.mt
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CESBA Sprintworkshops
At European level, 2 CESBA Sprintworkshops (Bezau/
Vorarlberg and Malta) gathered professionals from all 
over the continent for a 3days workshop to discuss 
sustainability issues, to develop new agendas and 
tackle upcoming challenges. Moderators guided the 
participants through the thematic topics such as 
latest challenges in the built environment, capacity to 
act, energy renovation in buildings, pooling resour-
ces, tools & indicators, circular economy and CESBA 
City Network. Creative methods of dialogue were 
implemented to bring out inputs, to develop joint 
solutions for a continuous improvement of buildings, 
neighborhoods and spatial planning and to give birth 
to collective statements. Watch the Sprint Workshop 
Videos on: https://www.cesba.eu/sprint-workshop 
Contact CESBA to be informed on the next Sprin-
tworkshop: office@cesba.eu

CESBA Neighborhood Award
CESBA MED has been actively supporting and pro-
moting the CESBA Neighbourhood Award (CNA) 
during the project implementation. The CNA com-
municates the CESBA MED methodology, promotes 
regional retrofit projects and is an official recognition 
created to showcase and acknowledge best practices 
of good neighbourhood developments. The Award 
is a European section of the Global Urban Challenge 
2020 of the Sustainable Built Environment series. The 
CNA fosters a competitive challenge for urban areas in 
three main categories. The winners of the 2019 CNA 
Edition were the following:

•	 Category New Developments: Zac Castellane 
(Sathonay-Camp, Auvergne Rhône-Alpes, France).

•	 Category Areas under a planned or project phase 
retrofitting: El Cabanyal (Valencia, Comunidad Va-
lenciana, Spain) and Schnifis (Vorarlberg, Austria).

•	 Category Existing retrofitted areas: Strubergasse 
(Salzburg, Austria).

CESBA MED Policy Paper
The CESBA MED policy paper is a relevant document 
to disseminate the project’s main contributions and 
recommendations in the field of urban sustainable 
development. This document is intended to provide 
valuable inputs to policy-makers and key decision-ma-
kers at various levels (local/regional, national and at 
EU-level) concerning energy and sustainability retrofit 
plans, programs and actions for the built environment.

CESBA MED Guide
The CESBA MED Guide is a methodological document 
whose main objective is to facilitate the implemen-
tation of the results of the CESBA MED project, thus 
guaranteeing their durability, in policies, plans and 
regulations for the improvement of sustainability in 
the built environment. It aims to support public admi-
nistrations in the definition of the best sustainability 
scenarios for small urban areas and buildings in the 
context of their urban environment.

The CESBA MED guide is a useful resource for the 
sustainable management of building stocks, for the 
formulation, revision and assessment of public po-
licies related to the urban environment, and for the 
inclusion of sustainability principles in urban design 
and planning.

CESBA MED Cities Network
The Cities Network is a formal network of cities in the 
context of the CESBA initiative to support the dissemi-
nation and adoption of the project`s outcomes. It al-
lows increasing the number of building stock owners/ 
managers adopting the CESBA MED tools and metho-
dology. The activities of the network are facilitated by 
a policy paper and a methodological guideline.

Further Project Results 
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City of Torino (IT)
I-10121 Torino, Via Antonio Meucci 4,                       
fondieuropei@cert.comune.torino.it, 
www.comune.torino.it 
     

iiSBE Italia R&D (IT)
I-10138 Torino, Via Paolo Borsellino 38/16,                 
andrea.moro@iisbeitalia.org, www.iisbe-rd.it

Municipality of Udine (IT)
IT-33100 Udine, Via Lionello 1,                                   
agnese.presotto@comune.udine.it, 
www.comune.udine.gov.it

EnvirobatBDM (FR) 
F-13003 Marseille, Rue de Crimée 32,                        
contact@envirobatbdm.eu, www.envirobatbdm.eu

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Énergie Environnement 
(FR)
F-69100 Villeurbanne, Rue Gabriel Péri 18, 
etienne.vienot@auvergnerhonealpes-ee.fr,           
www.auvergnerhonealpes-ee.fr    

Government of Catalonia (ESP)
ESP-08029 Barcelona, Avinguda Josep Tarradellas 2-6, 
jbas@gencat.cat, web.gencat.cat

Municipality of Sant Cugat del Vallès (ESP)
ESP-08172 Sant Cugat del Vallès, Plaça de la Vila 1, 
gerardriba@santcugat.cat, www.santcugat.cat

University of Malta (MLT)
Faculty for the Built Environment, Msida, Malta 
ruben.p.borg@um.edu.mt, www.um.edu.mt

National Observatory of Athens (GR)
GR-10810 Athens, Lofos Nymphon-Thisseio, 
costas@noa.gr, www.noa.gr

CESBA - Common European Sustainable Built 
Environment Assessment (AT)
A-6867 Schwarzenberg, Heuberg 222, 
office@cesba.eu, www.cesba.eu

Energy Institute Hrvoje Požar (HR)
HR-1000 Zagreb, Savska 163, 
mzidar@eihp.hr, www.eihp.hr

Urban Community of Marseille Metropolitan 
Province (FR)
F-13007 Marseille, Boulevard Charles Livon 58, 
audrey.benedetti@ampmetropole.fr,           
www.marseille-provence.fr

Contacts

The project CESBA MED is supported by the Interreg Mediterranean Programme.

The  opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and should not be considered as representative 
of the Interreg Mediterranean Programme. 

Picture source: title page Strubergasse / Salzburg (CESBA Neighborhood Award), page 3 CESBA, City of Torino, page 4 CESBA, page 5 Auvergne-
Rhône-Alpes Énergie Environnement, page 6 Sonod in Belley (CESBA Neighborhood Award), page 7+8 iiSBE Italia, page 9 Schnifis (CESBA 
Neighborhood Award), page 10 Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Énergie Environnement, page 11 pixabay, page 12 Großes Walsertal, page 13 Auvergne-
Rhône-Alpes Énergie Environnement, page 14 City of Torino, page 15 Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Énergie Environnement, page 16 pixabay, page 17 
Municipality of Udine, page 18, Sonod in Belley (CESBA Neighborhood Award), Malta (CESBA Sprint Workshop)
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