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Drinking related items such as cups,

caps, lids (plastic)
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Seafloor litter items per category in different sub-basins -
proportion by weight
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Seafloor litter items per category in different sub-basins -
proportion by number of items
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Figure 2. Microlitter sampling sites in the Baltic Sea based on HELCOM data call (unpublished).
Co-funded by
the European Union

Figure 1. Microlitter sampling sites in the Baltic Sea based on published data (scientific journals and

national reports).
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Seafloor litter:

— based on ICES coordinated trawl surveys, thus
there is no sampling in coastal areas, on rough -
grounds, grounds with dumped munition and
north of the Gotland basins; ,_

— “single use plastic” and “fishing gear” items
categories will be included as a separate output
of the assessment;

— interim threshold value: ‘trend not significantly
>O" to be updated once a threshold value is San;p/ing /o;ations (red) ar;“c?;:depth (sshades o;‘b/ue).

esta bllshed at EU |eve| Note that deep areas are not sampled. Source:
document 3J-72 to STATE & CONSERVATION 15-2021
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Beach litter:

— threshold value: 20 litter items per 100 metres of coastline (median without fragments < 2.5 cm
and chemicals like paraffin, wax, oil and other pollutants);

— to provide, if data allows, supplementary information in relation to the more problematic top
litter items for the region;

— to provide, if data allows, supplementary information in relation to reduction targets for specific
litter items in connection with the reduction targets for marine litter in the 2021 BSAP.

Microlitter:
— towards the development of an indicator for microlitter in seabed sediments and in the water
column as well as producing Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for monitoring microlitter.
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HELCOM RAP ML 2015

Improve waste
prevention &
management

— HELCOM Recommendation 36/1: 30 Addressing third
Regional actions — HELCOM Collective e
Actions + 27 Voluntary national actions  rcmovelon iond G
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Microparticles

— Lead country approach for the Shipping
. . . . related waste
implementation of regional actions

Sewage related
litter including
sanitary waste

*_ Marine litter action plan*®

Waste delivery in

— Facilitated by the HELCOM Experts ports & marina: \ Y
Network on Marine Litter wisisrstesis N

“ . . . fishing & aquaculture
— “....the Regional Action Plan on Marine : - : |
. . . . Remediation & i SR = _ | Plastic bags
Litter will be reviewed and, if necessary, removal at sea (i M %
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https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Rec-36-1_with-RAP-ML-Annex.pdf
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 to Combat Marine Litter in Synergy with the Regional Seas
Conventions (Metz, May 2019)
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V Hazardous substances
and litter goal

“Baltic Sea unaffected

Baltic Sea
Action Plan
Theme: Marine litter
@ Improve the evidence base on the impact of marine litter on the Baltic Sea region in order to develop and agree on
new measures by 2025.

Agree on core indicators and harmonised monitoring methods to evaluate quantities, composition, distribution
@ and sources (including riverine input), of marine litter, including microlitter, by 2022, where applicable and for the

rest no later than 2026. Work should be done in close coordination with work undertaken by Contracting Parties in

other relevant fora, such as the Technical Group on marine litter under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.

Please note: The HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter is the main regional tool for achieving the marine litter
ecological and management objectives.

= T Vo harm to marine bife from litter. —




ML reduction targets in the 2021 BSAP:

“By 2025 HELCOM will reduce marine litter on the beaches by at least 30% and
by 2030 by 50% from the baseline total abundance of 40 litter items per
hundred meters of beach for the whole Baltic Sea except for Kattegat in 2015-
2016, starting with the reduction of the most commonly found single-use plastic
items and items related to fishing gear.

By 2023 HELCOM will further develop regionally coordinated quantitative
reduction targets for marine litter to guide progress towards relevant regional
and EU threshold values.”

More information: https://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/
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https://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/

How does the revised RAP ML look like? Revised Regional

Actiup Plan on
Marine Litter

—Adopted by the 2021 HELCOM Ministerial
Meeting

—No voluntary national actions -> only
regional ones

—Structure within the actions:

e Land-based sources (14) .
e Sea-based sources (15) ‘
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https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Rec-42-43-3.pdf
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sources of ML

—Shipping related activities

—ALDFG and other fisheries
related litter
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Actions on microplastics

— Based evaluations of the most significant products and processes that release primary and
secondary microplastics, assess if they are covered or not by legislation, and act, if appropriate,
to influence or adjust the legal framework, or identify other necessary measures to reduce
emissions to the aquatic environment.

— Evaluate the possibility to introduce regional recommendations to reduce release of
microplastics from WWTP

— Development of a HELCOM guideline on ;nc___r:g'}e.'q o
establishment and operation of artificial ) g (FSY .
turfs, to prevent plastic losses
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