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EU water legislation

Water Framework 
Directive 

(2000)

Daughter Directives

Groundwater 
Directive*

(2006)

Environmental Quality 
Standards Directives*

(2008/2013)

Strategic approach to 
pharmaceuticals in the 

environment

(2019)

Floods Directive

(2007) 

Basic measures

Urban Waste Water 
Treatment Directive 

(UWWTD)

(1991)

Nitrates Directive

(1991)

Drinking Water 
Directive

(2020)

Water Reuse 
Regulation

(2020)

Bathing Water 
Directive

(2006)

Sewage Sludge 
Directive

(1986)

Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive

(2008)

Industrial Emissions 
Directive

(2010)



Lessons learnt

Effective tool – Tangible impacts 

Simple and targeted instrument 

Carrot and stick 

Benefits >>> costs

Room for 
improvement

Remaining pollution

Eutrophication

Energy use, sludge management

Governance –transparency/reporting

Coherence with other legislation 

Source: European Commission, 2019, UWWTD Evaluation

Starting point: Evaluation of the UWWTD

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/evaluation-eu-legislation-urban-waste-water-treatment-finds-it-fit-purpose-its-effectiveness-could-be-improved-2019-dec-17_en


• Draft policy measures

• Consultation strategy

• Roadmap

• Externalized studies

PREPARATION

• OECD

• Established models for impacts & 

costs

• 2 baselines: 2016 + full compliance 

• Expert engagement

METHODOLOGY

• Evaluation 

• Information from Member States & 

operators + consultation on 

modelling assumptions

• Literature review

DATA 

COLLECTION
• Quantification/modelling by 

JRC

• Triangulation of evidence

ANALYSIS

• Web-meetings

• Speed dates

• Stakeholder workshops

• Conference with DE presidency

• Online public consultation

STAKEHOLDER 

CONSULTATION

• Impact assessment 

• Proposal

Q1 2022
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Approach to the Impact Assessment of the UWWTD



UWWTD revision: long list of policy measures

Storm water 
overflows, runoff

Small 
agglomerations

Individual 
systems

Nutrients Sensitive areas
Contaminants of 

emerging 
concern

Sludge 
management

Industrial 
discharges

Energy 
use/production + 
climate footprint

Monitoring
Reporting and 
information to 

the public
Governance



Investments: 

polluter pays & 

investing where 

it makes sense

Administrative 

burden 

vs

timely provision 

of relevant data

Risk-based 

approach 

and/vs

EU targets

Fit for the 

future &

appropriate 

deadlines

Control at source 

and/vs

end-of-pipe 

action

Implementation 

& 

Enforceability

Some over-arching considerations

?



Thank you


