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1. Description of the pilot action 

Cross border region offers considerable amount of existing cycling infrastructure and developed tourism 

and recreational products. The overview in the figure 1 is limited to the long distance and regional 

important cycling infrastructure for the "cycling for pleasure (radln mi genuß)" cycling type 

 
Figure 1: Network of long distance and regional cycling routes in the cross border region (map: Aleš Rupreht) 

In the direction west-east through the cross-border region runs the Drava Cycling Route. Long distance 

cycling route along Drava runs through 4 countries (Italy, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia) and has a total length 

of about 710 km1. ADFC (German Cyclist’s Association) rated the Drava Cycling Route in Austria with five 

stars, the highest possible grade for an individual route in Europe, making this route one of only four 

cycling routes in Europe with the highest grade. 

 

                                                           
1 The Drava Cycling Route, https://dravabike.si/en/info/drava-cycling-route 
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Figure 2: The Drava Cycling Route near the border crossing Vič/Rabenstein (foto: Tomo Jeseničnik, RRA Koroška) 

In the direction south to the Drava Cycling Route with crossroad in Dravograd runs Štrekna – the Mislinja 

Valley Cycling Route2. An attractive 24km long cycle route on an abandoned line of a former railway 

between Otiški Vrh and Gornji Dolič. In the near future it will continue through the picturesque Huda 

luknja gorge and connect the Koroška region with Velenje. The asphalt-covered trail runs separately from 

the main road, which means its safety also makes it suitable for young and elderly cyclists. 

  

Figure 3: Štrekna – the Mislinja Valley Cycling Route (foto: Nika Hölcl Praper, RRA Koroška) 

In the direction north to the Drava Cycling Route with crossroad in Lavamünd runs 58 km long the River 

Lavant Cycling Route - Lavantradweg R103. It connects Lavamünd in the south with Reichenfels in the 

north. 12km between Wiesenau and Fratschach-St. Gertraud it runs on the state road otherwise as a 

separate cycling path suitable for families. 

 
Figure 4: The River Lavant Cycling Route - Lavantradweg R10 (foto: Franz Gerdl, RML GmgH) 

 

Cross border bus service was implemented and evaluated within TRANS-BORDERS project in summer 

seasons 2019 and 2020. It has supported efforts for more sustainable transport for recreation and tourism 

in peripheral region on one hand. And on the other hand, cross border bus service has enhanced the 

existing public transport services between TEN-T nodes Maribor and Klagenfurt since it was connected to 

train service in Slovenia and Austria. 

                                                           
2 Štrekna – the Mislinja Valley Cycling Route, http://www.koroska.si/en/activities/cycling-trails/382-Strekna-The-Mislinja-
Valley-Cycle-Route 
3 https://www.outdooractive.com/de/radtour/lavanttal/lavantradweg-r10/3705977/ 



 

 

 

 

Page 6 

 

The cross-border bus line runs along three well-known cycle routes: Lavant and Drau bike path and along 

Štrekna, the abandoned railway line Velenje (SI)-Lavamünd (AT). The bus line consists of two segments: 

Velenje (SI)–Lavamünd (AT) with bus operator Nomago and Lavamünd (AT)-Wolfsberg (AT) with bus 

operator ÖBB-Postbus GmbH - both buses were equipped with a trailer for bicycles. Both segments 

followed harmonised timetable with possible transfer from: one bus to another and to train in Dravograd 

(SI) and St. Paul (AT), with connection to Maribor (SI), and Wolfsberg (AT) or Klagenfurt (AT).  

 
Figure 5: Bus line consists of two segments; Velenje-Lavamünd with bus operator Nomago, Lavamünd-Wolfsberg 

with bus operator Postbus (map: Verkehrsverbund) 

 

The bus line was running in 2019 from 1 May until 30 September (July-August daily; May, June and 

September during weekends and national holidays in Slovenia and Austria). On segment Velenje-Lavamünd 

1.182 passengers and 967 bicycles were transferred. On segment Lavamünd-Wolfsberg 360 passengers 

were transferred (no option for counting bicycles was provided by bus operator). Pilot action has been 

implemented with learning loop again in 2020. Small modifications (minor modification of route and 

timetable) for the 2020 season were carried out. In 2020 restart was on 1st July instead of 1st May due to 

covid19 (daily connections July and August, on weekends in September). On segment Velenje-Lavamünd 

805 passengers and 651 bicycles were transferred. 
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2. Results 

Results exceeded initial expectations and can be grouped as followed: 

 1 new crossborder bus line 

 1 improvement of TEN-T nodes connection 

 1 new tourism product 

 1 amended by the Government proposed act of law on the national level in Slovenia (amended 

article 50 of Road Transport Act – cross border local/regional public bus service to the next bus 

station across the state border made possible) 

 3 scientific papers published (1 article + 2 proceedings) 

 more than 60 media news in Slovenia and Austria 

 1 new webpage (https://strekna.si) 

 1 new community with more than 4300 followers and growing on social media page Facebook. 

(https://www.facebook.com/strekna) 

 

 
Figure 6: Opening cerermony at mobility node in Lavamünd on 29 July 2019 (photo: Verkehrsverbund) 

https://strekna.si/
https://www.facebook.com/strekna
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Figure 7: Bus operators Nomago and Post bus with trailors for bicycles at mobility node in Lavamünd and bus 

station in Slovenj Gradec (photo: RRA Koroška) 

 

3. Evaluation 

Figures from 8 to 12 represent evaluation data for segment Velenje-Lavamünd in 2019 and 2020. Figures 

13 represent evaluation data for segment Lavamünd-Wolfsberg in 2019. Covid19 pandemic related 

measures had major impact on operation in 2020. But as it can be seen from figure 9 on segment Velenje-

Lavamünd numbers in August and September very already around those from year 2019. 

 
Figure 8: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd – transferred passengers and bicycles in 2019 and 2020 
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Figure 9: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd - transferred passengers and bicycles by month in 2019 and 2020 

 

 
Figure 10: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd – transferred bicycles (cyclists) by direction in 2020 

 

 
Figure 11: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd – transferred bicycles on workdays and weekends in 2020 
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Figure 12: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd – share of ticket types in 2019 

 

Month Nr. of passengers 

May 5 

June 7 

July 120 

August 186 

September 42 

Figure 13: Segment Lavamünd-Wolfsberg – number of passengers in 2019 
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4. Financing 

For the segment Velenje-Lavamünd tripartite cooperation agreement between RRA Koroška, 

Verkehrsverbund Kärnten GesmbH and bus operator Nomago was signed each year. Contract for year 2020 

is in the appendix. Part of the segment in Slovenia (Velenje-Dravograd) was eligible for the state 

compensation according to Slovenian national rules. Part of the segment between Dravograd and 

Lavamünd was registered as an international line. 

 

 
Figure 14: Segment Velenje-Lavamünd – overview of financing 

 

5. Sustainability of results 

Within TRANS-BORDERS project article 50 of Road Transport Act in Slovenia was amended - cross border 

local/regional public bus service to the next bus station across the state border was made possible. Details 

should be arranged with neighbouring countries. Slovenia is preparing public tender for new concessions in 

year 2021. There are promising signals cross border bus service Velenje-Lavamünd could be included if 

relevant decision-making stakeholders in Slovenia and Austria would agree. But this would be relevant for 

the bus service in year 2022. Solutions for the season 2021 following TRANS-BORDERS project ending are 

actively sought. 

In September 2020 workshop for short and long-term financing model with key national stakeholders from 

Slovenia and Austria in Ljubljana has been carried out. All present have agreed on TRANS-BORDERS 

common follow up activities including regular work and search for new projects. In December 2020 project 

idea for Interreg Slovenia-Austria 2021-2027 activities has started.  

Constant lobbying on the regional and state level decision making bodies is carried out in addition. In 

Slovenia for instance in the framework of the Koroška Regional Council, Ministry of Infrastructure, 

Slovenian Infrastructure Agency or Common Board Slovenia – Austrian Carinthia. 
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6. Appendix 

Cooperation agreement 

 














