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Thalys (DE/BE/NL/FR) 

Cologne - Paris line  
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Öresundstag [DK, SE] 
Commuter train network in the transnational Öresundregion 
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Quelle: Wikipedia.de / Pavel Homan 

Dreiländernetz [CZ, DE] 
Regional railway services on the Liberec - Zittau - 
Varnsdorf - Seifhennersdorf/Rybniste lines 
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Quelle: http://www.bahnbilder.de, Kevin Friedel 

Egronet [DE, CZ] 
Regional railway services in the Euregio Egrensis Region 
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Szklarska Poreba (PL) - Harrachov (CZ) 
Szklarska Poreba Gorna station 
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1. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and 
“missing links” 

365 cross-border rail connections recorded 
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1. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and 
“missing links” 



Cross-border rail transport connections and missing railway links on the internal EU 
borders 

1. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and 
“missing links” 
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1. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and 
“missing links” 
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2. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion 
of alternatives 
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2. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion 

of alternatives 

Quantitative: 

Pan-European estimation of rail travel demand 

Estimation of infrastructure and operating costs 

 

 

Availability and complexity of transport data 
hinders such a top-down assessment 
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2. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion 
of alternatives 
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2. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion 

of alternatives 

Quantitative: 

Pan-European estimation of rail travel demand 

Estimation of infrastructure and operating costs 

 

 

Qualitative: 

Stakeholder consultation: Discussion with Competent Authorities 

(according to Directive (CE) 1370/2007) in border regions 

Development of public transport alternatives 

where the rail route in question does not appear to be the most 

appropriate solution 

 Bottom-up consultation of Competent Authorities widened 
the view of the study and brought fruitful results into it 

Availability of transport data 
hinders such a top-down assessment 
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3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 

48 “potentially most beneficial” projects identified 
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Findings and Policy conclusions (extract):  

F2: Gaps in the passenger train network are often not the result of missing or 

unserviceable infrastructure. In many cases, even on main lines, there are severe 

shortcomings concerning the passenger train service.  

F3: Most passenger train services in the EU (83%) are organised on the basis of 

PSO contracts. This fact also applies to many of the cross-border rail connections 

that the study has analysed.  

F4: A number of regional cross-border connections have been reopened or 

inaugurated in recent years thanks to the commitment of competent authorities  

F5: Interreg funding has enabled the competent authorities to subsidise a service 

during the start-up phase.  

3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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Findings and Policy conclusions (extract):  

F7/F8: Locomotive-hauled trains have been widely replaced by multiple unit train 

sets. This mode of operation has increased the costs of interoperability because 

interoperable train sets are more costly than non-interoperable train sets. 

F9: Thanks to newly acquired rolling stock equipped to operate in both countries 

some rail connections have been reactivated in recent years  

F10: On several cross-border routes the offer is inadequate because the responsible 

authorities have not agreed on improving infrastructure to enable delivery of better 

services  

3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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Findings and Policy conclusions (extract):  

R1: The implementation of a stable long-term planning and financing framework for 

“small-scale” cross-border railway projects is needed. 

R4: Funding for cross-border infrastructure projects should also be available for 

lines that are not part of the Core and the Comprehensive TEN-T networks. 

R5: For the opening or reopening of a new railway line in many cases the full 

passenger potential is only addressed after a start-up phase of several years. Seed 

funding can help operators or competent authorities to launch such services.  

3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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Findings and Policy conclusions (extract):  

R6: The authors emphasise: Funding for rolling stock used on cross-border railway 

connections could help revive cross-border services, either by reducing the amount 

of subsidies necessary to operate the services - or by enabling the services to be 

run in “open access” mode.  

3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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borders Todays Railways Europe 275 
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Findings and Policy conclusions (extract):  

R6: The authors emphasise: Funding for rolling stock used on cross-border railway 

connections could help revive cross-border services, either by reducing the amount 

of subsidies necessary to operate the services - or by enabling the services to be 

run in “open access” mode.  

R8: Enable small-scale infrastructure to be funded as part of cross-border 

cooperation programmes (Interreg A) by means of budget increases.  

R15: Make information on cross-border rail connections available to potential 

passengers  

R16: “Quick wins” should be realised wherever possible 

R13: Cooperation structures should be set up and used to support implementation 

of cross-border projects.  

3. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects 
and policy conclusions 
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www.zvon.de, 25.10.2018 
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BMVI, 06.11.2018 

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line / background 
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SZ, 07.11.2018 

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 

? ? 
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MDR, 25.10.2018 
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1. Brechung des Verkehrs in Węgliniec (bzw. from 2019 in Zgorzelec) 

Regionalexpress Dresden - Węgliniec (ggf. häufiger als heute), schneller 

Regionalverkehr Wegliniec - Wrocław 

Möglichkeiten der Versüßung des Umstiegs prüfen und kommunizieren: 

Anschlusssicherung, Umsteigehilfe, Kaffee/Lunchpaket zum Umstieg 

  

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 
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2. Durchgehende Verbindung über Görlitz  

a) Status Quo: Einsatz von Dieseltriebwagen (bisherige Lösung: Desiro Classic-

Triebwagen) 

Geschwindigkeit 120 km/h nicht optimal zwischen Węgliniec und Wrocław 

Betriebskosten nicht optimal (Diesel unter Fahrdraht in Polen) 

Hohe Kosten zur Anmietung der vorhandenen Fahrzeuge auf der polnischen Seite 

begrenzter Komfort der Triebwagen für Fernverkehr (Ausstattung, 

Motorengeräusch) 

b) Einsatz von Lok-Wagenzügen im SPNV ab 12.2019 nach Elektrifizierung auf PL-

Seite bis Zgorzelec, Lokwechsel in Zgorzelec 

Betriebsverfahren ähnlich wie bis Dezember 2004 

erfordert zeit- und personalintensiven Lokwechsel 

erfordert Überlegungen zur Integration in bestehende Triebwagen-Betriebskonzepte 

im SPNV an beiden Seiten oder alternativ Produktion als on-top Angebot 

 

 

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 
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2. Durchgehende Verbindung über Görlitz  

c) Verlängerung von Zügen der PKP IC 

Idee: Diskussion mit PKP IC, die bisher Węgliniec anfahrende Züge bei Finanzierung 

der zusätzlichen Kosten als Lokzüge zu fahren und nach Dresden zu führen 

Erfordert Optimierung der Fahrlagen für Fahrgäste aus/nach Dresden, Erörterung 

der Option zusätzlicher Züge 

d) Hybridfahrzeuge Diesel/Elektro 

derartige Fahrzeuge sind bereits im Einsatz im Ausland, z.B. in FR und GB, aber 

noch nicht in DE oder PL; Newag bi-modaler Triebwagen befindet sich erst in 

Entwicklung, Zulassung auf beiden Seiten erforderlich 

daher frühestens als mittelfristige Lösung 

 

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 
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3. Durchgehende Verbindung über Hoyerswerda - Węgliniec 

Idee: Nutzung der durchgehend elektrifizierten Strecke 

Einsatz von Lok-Wagenzügen mit Mehrsystem-Elektrolokomotiven, z.B. ES64U4, 

Vectron, TRAXX 

Optional Anbindung von Görlitz mit abgestimmtem Regionalverkehr über Zgorzelec 

(oder Niesky) 

Alternativ mit Vorlauf und strategischer Komponente: Aufstellung eines 

Lastenheftes für passende Zweisystem AC/DC (3kV)-Triebfahrzeuge federführend 

durch den Freistaat Sachsen und Abstimmung mit anderen interessierten 

Aufgabenträgern (Komfortauslegung für den Grenzbereich zwischen Nah- und 

Fernverkehr; alle namhaften Fahrzeughersteller haben Plattformen, aus denen sich 

so ein Fahrzeug leicht ableiten ließe. dadurch keine teure Neuentwicklung, 

Nutzbarkeit für alle elektrifizierten Strecken zwischen DE-PL, DE-CZ sowie DE-BE) 

 

Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 
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Ideas for the development of services  
on the Dresden - Wrocław line 
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Ludger Sippel 
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