
SUMMARY 
Seaweed aquaculture is still in the early stages of development
in the Atlantic Area (AA) and is represented by only a few
species of the many hundreds of species to be found around
the varied coastline of Europe. This fact sheet includes the
green and brown seaweeds cultured in the AA, and identifies
cultivation experience as scientific and/or commercial. Each
data point comes from a scientific publication, a research
project and/or a personal communication.
Many seaweed species have been tested in IMTA land systems
and have been used as biofilters. However in this table we
present the species where the main focus was the development
of cultivation methods.
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Cultured species Method* Scientific work Commercial
System**

(+IMTA)

Chaetomorpha sp. V Land

Codium tomentosum V Land

Ulva sp. V Land (IMTA)

Alaria esculenta S Land/Sea

Himanthalia elongata S Land/Sea

Laminaria digitata S
Land/Sea 

(IMTA)

Laminaria hyperborea S Land/Sea

Saccharina latissima S
Land/Sea 

(IMTA)

Undaria pinnatifida S Land/Sea

* Method: cultivation from Vegetative material and/or from spores. ** System: Land (i.e. cultures in 
flasks, tanks), Sea (i.e. cultures on ropes, nets)
Note on Porphyra spp.: Extensive scientific work has been published on these species. We have only 
included the species with commercial trials in the AA.
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