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SSFs – what are they? 

• Usually operated by relatively small (<12 
meters total length) vessels  

• Typically fishing within the first 3 nautical 
miles from the coast 

• Vessels equipped with low-power engine 
and are operated by a single (usually the 
owner) or few fishermen (frequently 
kindred) 

• Small scale fisheries do not normally target 
a single species but are highly multi-
specific  

• Adoption of passive gears (mainly gillnets, 
trammel nets and longlines) 

Still debated but…for the sake of generalization in the Mediterranean 
context some common features can be highlighted (also 
acknowledged by EU law): 



Increasing attention on SSFs globally 

A policy framework for how to ensure 
sustainability for small-scale fisheries through a 
holistic and integrated approach  



Increasing attention on SSFs globally 

Call for interesectoral and partecipatory approach where «responsible fisheries 
management, human rights and suistanable developments should go hand in 
hand» 

A policy framework for how to ensure 
sustainability for small-scale fisheries through a 
holistic and integrated approach  



SSFs in the Mediterranean Sea 

Historical activity deeply rooted in 
the tradition and culture of the 
Mediterranean Sea.  
It involves a considerable number of 
fishermen and vessels 



SSFs in the Mediterranean Sea  

Historical activity deeply rooted in 
the tradition and culture of the 
Mediterranean Sea.  
It involves a considerable number of 
fishermen and vessels 



Increasing attention on SSFs in the Med 



Increasing attention on SSFs in the Med 



Increasing attention on SSFs in the Med 

RPOA-SSF  
to support and promote 
small-scale fisheries for 
the coming ten years 

“a concrete commitment to ensure the long-term environmental, 
economic and social sustainability for small-scale fisheries” 



Increasing attention on SSFs in the Med 

RPOA-SSF  
to support and promote 
small-scale fisheries for 
the coming ten years 

“a concrete commitment to ensure the long-term environmental, 
economic and social sustainability for small-scale fisheries” 



Increasing attention on SSFs in the Med 

RPOA-SSF  
to support and promote 
small-scale fisheries for 
the coming ten years 

“a concrete commitment to ensure the long-term environmental, 
economic and social sustainability for small-scale fisheries” 

“there are synergies and positive interactions that can be 
realized between small-scale fisheries and … the participatory 
management of marine protected areas (MPAs) “ 
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Marine protected areas (MPAs) in the Med 

Portion of the sea managed to achieve the long-term conservation 
of nature with associated ecosystems services and cultural values 

1231 MPAs Covering ~180,000 km2 0.04% of the Mediterranean 
Sea fully proteced 



Ecological benefits of MPAs – fish assemblage 

From Pisco and UNS 2016 



Ecological benefits of MPAs – ecosystem effect 

MPA Fished area 



MPAs as fisheries tool 

Role of MPAs in 
supporting fisheries is still 
much debated 



MPAs as fisheries tool – conceptual scheme 
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 MPA implementation 

No-take 

Ecological benefits + Human wellbeing 
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Exchange visit on no-take zones - 24-26 April 2019, Réserve Naturelle Marine de Cerbère-Banyuls / Parc naturel marin du golfe du Lion, France 
 
 
 

 

Is this really happening? 
 

We don’t know much….. 
 

And we need to know to soundly 
manage! 

MPAs as fisheries tool – conceptual scheme 



Small scale fisheries understudied 

RPOA-SSF: “However, the sector still faces a number of challenges 
and efforts are needed to, among others, improve the collection of 
data for this notably data-poor sector.” 



© WWF/Bianco Tangerine 

Fisheries benefits of MPAs – Torre Guaceto 
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Key features determining succesful SSF management 

25 MPAs from 5 Mediterranean EU countries 
Covering approximately 3,160 km2 and harbouring > 1,000 SSF 

vessels 



Successful management - rationale 

We targeted as a successful management practice as the one driving 
to: 
• a) healthy fish assemblages (including most of stocks targeted by 

fishing) within an MPA,  
• b) benefits to fishermen (e.g. in terms of increased incomes)  
• c) an overall acceptance of the management practice by 

fishermen. 
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Key features – overall success 

Five key features 
determining 
succesful 
management 

Enforcement Fishermen engagement Management plan 

Fishermen in MPA board Promotion activities 

Di Franco et al. 2016 



Exchange visit on no-take zones - 24-26 April 2019, Réserve Naturelle Marine de Cerbère-Banyuls / Parc naturel marin du golfe du Lion, France 
 
 
 

 

• We should collect data on 
multidimensional features 
of SSFs and MPAs…. 

There is still much to do… 

• Use appropriate design, methods and skilled operators 
(data quality matters!!!) 
 

• Inform stakeholders and adapt your management 
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• We should collect data on 
multidimensional features 
of SSFs and MPAs…. 

Our contribution… 

• Use appropriate design, methods and skilled operators 
(data quality matters!!!) 
 

• Inform stakeholders and adapt your management 
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If you want to know more…TEASER! 

Think tank B “Assessing ecological and socio-economic 
outcomes of MPAs for small scale Fisheries” 



Medpo 

Adria 

Thank you 


