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OBIJECTIVES AND APPROACH OF THE SPANISH Plastic Busters MPAs INFO DAY

Following the project communication strategy, the project Plastic Busters MPAs progress and outputs
would be disseminated at national level through national info day events to be organized in each partner
country. The Spanish Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day gathered 35 participants and was the first one and was
held in the Seville Aquarium on 11th April 2019, within the MARLICE International Forum. The project info
day served as a networking opportunity for the identified target groups streamlining the project
harmonized approaches.

The objectives of the Spanish Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day were:

e To inform about the project activities

e Engage marine litter community within the project

e C(Create synergies with other related projects

e To showcase specific marine litter activities in the country by project partners

The event was conceived as a workshop to explain the project, engage the audience and promote synergies
with related initiatives. It included the following elements:

1. Introduction to the project: justification, the Interreg Med program, main deliverables and
expected outcomes, policy aspects.

2. Marine litter science in MPAs and biodiversity. Contribution of the project to science-based
solutions to marine litter, specific contributions in terms of harmonized approaches.

3. Showcase specific project activities in the country and related work by project partners.
Specific project activities in the country and MPAs with reference to ongoing activities such as
the Program of Measures within MSFD. Related partners’ activities that are in line with Plastic
Busters MPAs approach were explained to provide the audience with a wider context.

4, Exchange with the audience. Round of Q&A and comments.
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WIDER CONTEXT OF THE INFO DAY: MARLICE 2019

The Spanish Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day took place within the MARLICE 2019 (International Forum on
Marine Litter and Circular Economy), a larger marine litter event that brought different marine litter related
projects together and major European and Mediterranean stakeholders. This three-day event (from 10 to
12 April) was organized by the Spanish Association on Marine Litter (AEBAM) in Seville.

nal Forum on Marine

<

Litter and Circular Economy
QMR 10-12t April, Seville, SPAIN

Cad

ARC-SCP/RAC identified MARLICE2019 as an opportunity for the Spanish Plastic Busters MPAs info day to:

1) Involve as many people and sectors as possible,

2) ensure a wide dissemination and communication of the project activities implemented at local,
national and Mediterranean level,

3) increase the national and regional awareness on ML issue in accordance with the presence of the
media on the event,

4) gain knowledge from related initiatives and create synergies with them as well as with
governance processes at local, national or regional level,

5) share marine litter best practices and inspire effective actions at local, national or regional level.

MARLICE2019 was conceived as a cross-sectoral and multi-stakeholder event to advance in the
management of marine litter, gathering public authorities, research institutes, private sector and
environmental organizations within the framework of the circular economy concept.

Therefore, the Forum served as a platform for projects in the Mediterranean and Atlantic area to hold
meetings as part of their actions, thus contributing with content to the sessions and promoting synergies
between different sectors, countries and regions.

The general dynamics of the Forum was set up according to the following thematic blocks: 1) governance,
2) research, 3) circular economy & innovation, and 4) awareness & citizens’ science.

The Spanish info day was included in the research thematic block 3 (Mediterranean Region Session I, 11"
April, 11h30’-13h, coordinated by ARC-SCP/RAC.


http://marlice2019.aebam.org/
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STRUCTURE OF THE SPANISH Plastic Busters MPAs INFO DAY

Prior to the Spanish Plastic Busters MPAs info day session (11th April 2019, 11.30-13.00) there was a 4 key-
note speeches plenary session in the Auditorium for all the attendants of MARLICE 2019 (see Annex I).

Prof. Maria Cristina Fossi from the University of Siena and scientific project coordinator provided one of the
key-note presentations on ML impacts on biodiversity and related indicators, and briefly introduced Plastic
Busters MPAs to the audience and encouraged attendance to the Info Day session. The agenda of the key-
notes speeches session is included as annex.
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Key-Note Speeches. 11.04.2019

After the coffee-break, a 1.5h session was completely focused on the Plastic Busters MPAs project. The
session, chaired by Magali Outters from ARC-SCP/RAC, introduced the project to later on focus on activities
in Spain conducted by Plastic Busters MPAs partners: ARC-SCP/RAC, the Spanish Oceanographic Institute
and the Government of the Balearic Islands (National Park of Cabrera). Several presentations were
delivered by different member of the project team (see Annex Il):



mniterrey “
/Wediterranean o=

) PLASTIC BUSTERS
MPAs

“ Spanish PB MPAs info day. 11.04.2019

Prof. Maria Cristina Fossi from the University of Siena in her presentation ‘The Plastic Busters
MPAs in a nutshell and first outcomes’ introduced the background, the partners, the main lines of
action of the different WP and the main project features of the project. She particularly discussed
the project focus on the whole management cycle of marine litter, and presented the structure of
the consortium, harmonized diagnosis, risk assessment, biodiversity monitoring in multiple species,
step to step methodological guidelines to implement specific measures in MPAs and the
transferring to the South Med coast.

The presentation emphasized the gap of knowledge on the ML topic, the need of a harmonization
approach of monitoring micro and macro plastic in MPAs, how ML impacts on the biodiversity can
be monitored and design specific prevention and mitigation actions based in the diagnosis of the
ML situation in certain MPAs.

Cristina Panti from the University of Siena in her presentation ‘Novel approach on marine litter
impacts on biota through Plastic Busters MPAs’ introduced the novelty of the project in the
scientific phase in relation to the selection of species as bioindicators for monitoring marine litter
ingestion and impacts on Mediterranean Biodiversity, the effects of microplastic ingestion in fish
and invertebrate species and the monitoring of marine litter ingestion and impacts in endangered
species (stranded organisms).

Salud Deudero from the Spanish Oceanographic Institute (IEO) introduced the work done by one of
the Spanish partner of the project. Her presentation ‘Enhancing knowledge on marine litter
distribution, patterns, trends and implications for biota in Mediterranean MPAs’ explained the
experience of IEO in relation with ML, specifically on the impacts on the biota. She remarked the
need to have more field data to achieve plastics pollution indicators. It would be necessary to
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quantify the plastics from the surface to the sea floor and its effects (transfer rates and
bioaccumulation and how it affects the entire trophic chain) to predict trends and also be able to
find some measures. The project allows IEO to deal with connectivity, dispersion and accumulation
in the sea floor. ML sources related to tourism in Mallorca are a major threat for the MPA as
Cabrera and thus should be particularly studied.

e Ignasi Mateo from ARC-SCP/RAC introduced the work done by the Interreg Med Project
ACTALITTER, which provides a suitable ground for Plastic Busters MPAs. His presentation
‘Prevention of land-based marine litter affecting MPAs’ focused on concrete solutions to prevent
and mitigate the impacts of marine litter. The project identified a list of 100 ML measures, with a
particular focus on prevention measures, which can be implemented by MPA managers. All
identified measures were grouped into 25 categories. The selected measures fed into the
ACTALITTER decision making tool (DMT) which helps MPA managers to identify the most effective
measures for their context. The decision making tool helped MPA managers to define priority
marine litter measures that were then integrated in 9 MPA-specific actions plans. ACTALITTER has
been a studying project and its outcomes constitute the starting point of national and regional
marine litter initiatives (such as Plastic Busters MPAs project) aiming to address ML in MPAs.

e Maria Francesca Ldépez, director of the National Park of Cabrera explained the situation of this MPA
in relation to ML. Her presentation ‘Marine litter management: Focus on National Park of Cabrera’
detailed the rich marine ecosystem of the archipelago, its history, natural values and the waste
management in the MPA and the ML impacts. She also mentioned that the local source of ML,
coming from Mallorca Island, has been greatly reduced but sea currents are a notable pathway of
ML in the MPA. In that sense the new Waste Law (alighed with the new single-use plastics
directive), recently adopted by the regional Government, is a relevant tool to deal with ML.

The MPA has started the testing phase (monitoring in 4 areas) as part of the project activities.

Exchange with the audience. Round of Q&A and comments

The audience of the event was wide in terms of geographical scope and background (the list of participants
can be found in Annex IV). After the project team presentations Magali Outters gave the floor to the
audience for questions and comments.

Gloria Garcia from the Cabo de Gata regional Park explained her very positive experience with ACTALITTER
project and expressed the interest of the park to beneficiate from the Plastic Busters MPAs project in order
to give continuity to the work initiated with ACTALITTER.

Pilar Fernandez from the UNED (Spanish on-line University) explained her concern about the toxics
components or additives in micro and nano plastic, the difficulty of collecting and analyzing this material
and the problem her organization face in relation with tracers / samples. The project team offered support
and showed willingness to collaborate in collecting and analyzing samples.

Pedro Fernandez from SCP/RAC asked about the origin of latex ML waste found in the south of Cabrera
Island. IEO provided a comprehensive explanation on the origins and evolution of marine litter in the
archipelago. Indeed the amounts and composition greatly vary according the sea conditions and seasonal
pressures.

In addition, after lunch break, the Mediterranean session Il - block 3 ‘Marine litter knowledge and tools in
Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)’, coordinated by the horizontal PANACeA Project,
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introduced the modular Interreg Med project initiatives tackling Marine Litter in the Mediterranean
through three round tables. Participation of Plastic Busters MPAs partners (Magali Outters and Ignasi
Mateo from ARC-SCP RAC, Francois Galgani from IFREMER, Cristina Fossi from University of Sienna and M2
Francesca Lopez from National Park of Cabrera (Govern llles Balears), allowed attendants of the session to
have a wide insight on the main lines of action of Plastic Busters MPAs project and also exchange
experiences with other related projects.

MARLICE 2019

International Fbrum on Marine
Litter and Circular Economy

Spanish PB MPAs info day. 11.04.

The agenda of the session Il (block 3), coordinated by PANACeA, is included as annex Ill.
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OUTREACH

A press release was produced with AEBAM (Spanish Association of Marine Litter) communication team and
MARLICE 2019 and related project sessions had a great press coverage by important Spanish media,

including:

e La Vanguardia (national newspaper): Expertos de 30 paises buscan en Sevilla soluciones a las

basuras marinas

e El Pais (national newspaper): Mas sensibilizacién contra la gran plaga de plasticos en los mares

e Canal Sur (regional public TV):
https://www.facebook.com/basurasmarinas/videos/379618375977231/

== NOTICIAS  TELEVISION  RADIO  RTVA :é'- Canalsur N DIRECTO D ALACARTAD yne a
4§’ RADIO Y TELEVISION
o =
I AEBAM ;
. R
o5

s,

° °
an -

IN® {5 form=

Avomment

Plan de Accion para el Mediterraneo

0 AUOS Drovo

o) on15 / 0147

- ONU
EXPERTOS EN BASURAS MARINAS, REUNIDOS EN SEVILLA

on.de anima alang

= ELPAIS

SOCIEDAD

Miis sensibilizacion contra la gran plaga de plisticos en
los mares

Los expertos ptden al Gobterno mas campafias para evitar que las basuras lleguen al mar. Espafia es el
tercer pafs que més desperdicios tira al Mediterraneo
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Sevilla, 11 abr (EFE).- Mds de 200 expertos e 30 paises participan en
el Foro i MARLICE q 10
al 12 de abril para debatir las soluciones a las basuras marinas.

En un comunicado, 1a presidenta de la Asociacion Espafiola de
Basuras Marinas, Pilar Zorzo Gallego, ha afirmado que "ha sido todo
un 1eto conseguis reunir a tal cantidad de expertos de todos los
sectores” y ha afiadido que espera que este encuentro "ayude a seguit
caminando para avanzat en la biisqueda de soluciones a esta
problemitica”,

La celebracién de MARLICE ha sido una ocasion para acoger, en los
dias previos al evento, la segunda reunion tegional sobre Buenas ~
Practicas en la Gestion de las Basuras Marinas, organizada por la
(ONU Medio Ambiente - Plan de Accién del Mediterrineo, en la que N
han participado representantes de 21 paises. §
iFuertc accidente de
Alonso contra el muro
de Indiandpolist

El coordinador de la ONU Medio Ambiente - Plan de Accion del
Gaetano Leone, b L

| TN

¢CUAL ES
TU ENERGIA

DEL FUTURO?
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In addition, ARC-SCP/RAC produced a news item for the website and communicated through social media
accounts, both as a partner and project:

e Marine litter, Regional Governance and Circular Economy: SCP/RAC contributes to connecting the

dots at MARLICE 2019

10


https://www.lavanguardia.com/local/sevilla/20190411/461591916448/expertos-de-30-paises-se-reunen-en-la-capital-para-buscar-soluciones-ante-las-basuras-marinas.html
https://www.lavanguardia.com/local/sevilla/20190411/461591916448/expertos-de-30-paises-se-reunen-en-la-capital-para-buscar-soluciones-ante-las-basuras-marinas.html
https://elpais.com/sociedad/2019/04/10/actualidad/1554905292_437092.html
https://www.facebook.com/basurasmarinas/videos/379618375977231/
http://www.cprac.org/ca/arxiu-de-noticies/generiques/marine-litter-regional-governance-and-circular-economy-scp/rac-contribu
http://www.cprac.org/ca/arxiu-de-noticies/generiques/marine-litter-regional-governance-and-circular-economy-scp/rac-contribu
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ANNEXES

ANNEX | KEY-NOTE SPEECHES PLENARY SESSION

SPEAKERS:

KEY-NOTE SPEECHES

- Marine litter research in support to the Marine Strategy Framevsork Directive (MSFD). By Francois Galgani, IFREMER

L5

Frangais Galgan - Chemical impact of plastics in marine biota. By Ethel Eljarrat, Institute of Environmental Assessment and Water Research

(IDAEA) - Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

- Marine litter: nevs tools for monitoring. By Jesis Gago, Spanish Oceanographic Institute

Ethel Efjarrat - Marine litter impact on biodiversity and related indicators. By Cristina Fossi, University of Siena

B

Jests Gago

2

Cristina Foss

11
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ANNEX Il PLASTIC BUSTERS MPAs NATIONAL INFO DAY SESSION

CHAIRPERSOMN:
Block 3. MEDITERRANEAN REGION SESSION |

BIODIVERSITY AND MARINE LITTER: RESEARCH AND MEASURES

PLASTIC BUSTERS MPAs NATIONAL INFO DAY

The session is organized by the Catalan Waste Agency - Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable Consumption and Production
(SCP/RAC), on behalf of the Plastic Busters MPAs project partnership. PlasticBusters MPAs is an Interreg Med funded project
aiming to contribute to maintaining biodiversity and preserving natural ecosystems in pelagic and coastal protected areas by

Magali Outters

SPEAKERS:

consolidating Mediterranean efforts to address marine litter. The project covers the vshole management cycle of marine litter,
from monitoring and assessment, to prevention and mitigation. The session particularly focuses on activities in Spain conducted
by SCP/RAC, the Spanish Oceanographic Institute and the Government of the Balearic Islands.

CHAIRPERSON:

Cristina Foss!

- Magali Outters - SCP/RAC

SPEAKERS:

Cristina Panii

- The Plastic Busters MPAs in a nutshell and first outcomes - Cristina Fossi - University of Siena

- Novel approach on marine litter impacts on biota through Plastic Busters MPAs.- Cristina Panti - University of Siena

- Prevention of land-based marine litter affecting MPAs - Ignasi Mateo - SCP/RAC

- Enhancing knovsledge on marine litter distribution, patterns, trends and implications for biota in Mediterranean MPAs.- Salud

gnasi Matea Deudero - Spanish Oceanographic Institute
- Marine litter management: Focus on National Park of Cabrera. Maria Francesca Lépez Cortés - Director of the National Park of

’ Cabrera, Government of the Balearic islands

Salud Deudero

12
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ANNEX Il MARINE LITTER KNOWLEDGE AND TOOLS IN MED MPA SESSION

14:30-17:30*
*coffee during the
session

Muelle 21 -
Multipurpose
room Albordn
Available
languages: English
- Spanish

CHAIRPERSONS:

Emanuele Bigag

\

™

Sonsoles San Romin

SPEAKERS:

Block 3. MEDITERRANEAN SESSION Il - Coordinated by PANACeA Project: Marine litter knowledge
and tools in Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

The preservation of ecosystems and biodiversity in the coastal and marine environment is tightly linked to achieving
several regional targets in the Mediterranean. Ensuring a Good Environmental Status (GES) is a key Mediterranean
priority, underpinned by regional frameworks such as the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine
Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean and the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Ministerial
Declaration on Environment and Climate Change among others. For EU marine waters, the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD) aims to achieve GES by 2020. Furthermore, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) sets the
Aichi target 11 to protect and effectively manage at least 10% of coastal and marine areas by 2020 with aspirations to
increase this percentage in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. Longer term targets such as the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the sustainable development goals (SDGs), more concretely Target 14, prioritiz¢
the conservation and the sustainable use of oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable development.

The Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection Community featured by PANACeA has among its priorities to streamline the
efforts of around 200 regional institutions to reinforce actions at Protected area and ecoregional planning and
management level to better tackle transboundary pressures, among which marine litter, and foster a more integrated
and holistic approach to environmental protection and including a greener economy.The aim of this session is to
showcase the joint achievements on marine litter assessment and management tools by the Interreg Med Biodiversity
Protection Community, opening a wider discussion on existing gaps and challenges, and the needed acticns and
integrated solutions at Mediterranean scale. Concrete actions will be highlighted to ensure the uptake of lessons learnt
in the Community and to prepare joint recommendations for future action at European and Mediterranean scale.

This community has advanced in identifying some key elements needed to operationalize the coordination and synergie
among multiple management scales based on evidence and on participatory approaches: during the CB COP side event
co-organized with the Union for the Mediterranean Secretariat in November 2018, major ecoregional planning and
management approaches and tools to tackle transboundary pressures like pollution and climate change impacts were
discussed, seeking to ensure ecological functioning of Mediterranean ecosystems, while considering multiple pressures
and trade-offs.

The CBD COP event report on Ecosystem-based approaches to managing transboundary and cumulative impacts in the
Mediterranean, with a focus on plastic marine litter and climate change can be accessed here.

Knowledge and tools to manage the impact of marine litter in Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas (MPAs): State of
play and challenges ahead The aim of this session is to showcase the joint achievements on marine litter assessment
and management tools by the Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection Community, opening a wider discussion on existing
gaps and challenges, and the needed actions and integrated solutions at Mediterranean scale. Concrete actions will be
highlighted to ensure the uptake of lessons learnt in the Community and to prepare joint recommendations for future

Ignasi Mateo

Magali Outters

The session will be articulated as roundtable discussions and open debate with Mediterranean researchers, regional
institutions, MPA managers, policy-makers and the wider public.

CHAIRPERSONS:
- Emanuele Bigagli - PANACeA Expert

- Carolina Pérez - MedCities
- Sonsoles San Roman - ETC UMA - PANACeA

14:30 - 14:45 OPENING SPEECH

“The Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection Community in the Mediterranean and evidence-based framevrorks to support policy
development”. Dania Abdul Malak - Director ETC-UMA, PANACeA

14:45- 16:45 Tackling Marine Litter in the Mediterranean: Setting the play and identifying the challenges ahead
through questions and answers

Chairperson: Emanuele Bigagli - PANACeA Expert
Round table 1: Our Action - Joint achievements on marine litter assessment and management
+ Morgana Vighi , University of Barcelona, MEDSEALITTER

« lgnasi Mateo ,SCP RAC - Catalan Waste Agency, ActdLitter/PlasticBustersMPAs
« Gloria Garcia, Natural Park Cabo de Gata - Nijar, Act4Litter

13
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Round table 2: Linking to other Mediterranean initiatives

« Celia Le Ravallec, ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative - Collecting floating marine litter sightings
¢ George Triantafyllou, HCMR, AMAre and CLAIM - Innovation for a cleaner Mediterranean
« Gloria de Paoli, ACTeon for Plan Bleu - A socio-economic dimension

«  Marie Aude Sevin, IUCN-Med, Local solutions from source to sea

Round table 3: What's Next? Challenges and the way ahead

« Magali Outters,, UNEP MAP
» Frangois Galgani, IFREMER
« Cristina Fossi University of Sienna

»  Maria Francesca Lopez Cortes, National Park of Cabrera, PlasticBustersMPAs

16:45-17:30 Participatory exercise to draw conclusions

17:30 Wrap up and closing

Dania Abdul Malak - Director ETC-UMA, PANACeA

14
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Participation List Plastic Busters MPAs — Spanish Info Day. Seville, 11*" April 2019
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