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Objectives and approach of the Corsican Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day 

 

Following the project communication strategy, the project Plastic Busters MPAs progress and outputs would 
be disseminated at national level through national info day events to be organized in each partner country. 
The Corsican Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day gathered 240 participants on Saturday 20th November 2021. The 
project info day served as a networking opportunity for the identified target groups streamlining the project 
harmonized approaches. 

The objectives of the Corsican Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day were:  

-  To inform about the project activities  
-  Engage marine litter community within the project  
-  Create synergies with other related projects  
- To showcase specific marine litter activities in the country by project partners 
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Context of the info day: Opération Biomedias 

What are biomedia ? 

 "Biomedias" are "small circular plastic filters used since the early 
2000s in many municipal or industrial wastewater treatment plants. 
These pellets are disseminated in nature following bad weather or 
because of malfunctions ... 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday November 20th, the OEC piloted a large-scale operation consisting in collecting “biomedias” in 
the right of all the MPAs of the island, constituting so many strategic places of our littoral. On the sites falling 
within their respective prerogatives, staff from the Corsican Region, from the Cap Corse Marine Natural Parc, 
and the Coastal Conservatory lent a hand to OEC. Intercommunalities, associations, and the civil society at 
large were invited to participate in order to mobilize all forces and contribute to the success of this eco-
citizen action to clean up our beaches. 

 The agents of the Natural Reserves, OEC staff, have  participated in this operation, accompanying the 
volunteers, providing them the necessary equipment (gloves, bags, etc.) and ultimately organized the 
recovery of the identified elements. 

The objectives of this “Biomédias” operation, placed within the framework of the Plastic Busters MPAs 
project, were multiple: 

- Engage in an action to clean up the territory, in a supervised and collaborative manner; 

- Raise awareness about environmental protection missions; 

- Collect precise data to map and analyze the phenomenon; 

- Establish a suitable and efficient legal file; 

- Anticipate and prevent this type of pollution. 
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Organization of the operation  

First of all, a citizen appeal was launched by the President of the OEC… 
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Appointment was given at 9:00 am, the morning of November 20, on 12 sandy beaches of the island : 

- In the north : Tamarone, Alisgiu, Pietracorbara, Ferringule, Roya, Arinella, Revellata and Venzulà 
- In the south : Portivechju, Pianottuli, Tonnara and Sant’Amanza 

Also on the five islands of the Cap Corse and on Lavezzi island. 

Once there, the overall context of the Plastic Busters MPAs project was explained as well as the goal of the 
biomedia operation and its progress. Recycled gloves and bags were then distributed. 
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The collection protocol has been explained : 
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The intergenerational operation was thus able to start in a good mood… 
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Young and old alike participated…240 volunteers came to support the 30 professionals. 
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Results : 85 000 biomedias were collected on the island  

 
Several biomedia models were identified, the most common being model 25 AnoxKaldnes K5 

 

http://technomaps.veoliawatertechnologies.com/anita/en/anita_mox.htm
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Our commissioned agents were able to archive as much evidence to feed a legal file. The objective being to 
prosecute those responsible. 

The investigation is ongoing… 

Following the collection, discussions between professionals and volunteers took place offering another 
opportunity to raise awareness on the issue of Marine Litter at Mediterranean level and the work the 
Plastic Busters MPAs project is conducting it to tackle such issue. 
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Media coverage 

 
The Plastic Busters MPAs project and the operation were widely publicized, both in the written press and in 
the regional television news. 

 



 

15 



 

16 



 

17 



 

18 

 

 

 


