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The Mediterranean is one of the seas
most affected by marine litter worldwide.
The threats marine litter poses tawildlife
and ecosystems are increasingly doca*
mented in scientific literature, with_
impacts varying from entangleme 'IE"
ingestion, to bio-accumulation ang®
bio-magnification of toxics relea

plastics, to damages to benthic

and species.

for Marine Litter Management in the®
Mediterranean and the European Union
Marine Strategy Framewark Directive |
have helped things advance in the right
direction. Yet there is still a long way
ahead towards implementing policy
cggamitments and effectively reducing
Fiacine litter and the risks it posesto
Mediterranean marine wildlife.

Plastic Busters MPAs brings together 15 implementing partners and 17 associated partners
from 8 countries, namely Albania, Cyprus, Croatia, France, Italy, Greece, Slovenia and Spain.
Meet our team and the Associated Partners:
plastichustersmpas.interreg-med.eu/our-story/who-we-are/
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PLASTIC BUSTERS MPAs ADDRESSES THE ENTIRE MANAGEMENT CYCLE OF MARINE LITTER

HARMODMNIZED MOMNITORING
Defining and testing harmanized marine e moniiaring
methodalogies in pelagic and coastal maring protected areas

SETTING UP A& JOINT
GOVERNAMNCE PLAN
Erdiuring the uptake of praject
results via a joint governance plan
that will empower MPA managers,
decision makers and other
itakeheldens 1o undertaie
cocedinated and targrted
actions againat marine litter

CHAGCMOSING THE IMPACTS
Assessing the marine [itier
impacts on biodiversity

MEASURES ACAINST
MARINE LITTER

In coastal and pelagic

BUILDING CARACITIES Maditerranea MPAS

AND TRANSFERRING
KNOWLEDCE

implemanting fit-for-purpose

knowledge trarsfer and setting up
capitalization and replicatian
mechanisms for effective and

continuous actians against marine litter

IDENTIFYING MARINE
LITTER HOTSPOTS
Elsborating & forecasting model to
ideritity maring lifher acoumulation
areas Im coastal and marine
profected areas

SHOWCASING PREVENTION AND MITIGATION MEASURES
Developing regional guidelines to support neplication actions based an
tha lessons leammed from 10 demos showeasing maring lier measures

Plastic Busters MPAs provides a comprehensive, multifaceted and coordinated approach to
fight marine litter in Mediterranean pelagic and coastal marine protected areas towards
healthy marine ecosystems.

e

The ultimate goal of Plastic Busters MPAs Is to enhance the protection of habitats and
species in pelagic and coastal marine protected areas through targeted mpnitoring-and
assessment, prevention and mitigation actions. This is achieved through knowledge

transfer acceleration; networking among and between MPAS, and synergies with European
and Mediterranean governance processes.




witerreg @
M editerranean __——
€ PLASTIC BUSTERS
MPas
Project co-financed by the Eurapean Regional Development Fund

Plastic Busters MPAs is an Interreg Med funded project aiming to maintain biodiversity and
preserve natural ecosystems in coastal marine protected areas by consolidating Mediterrangan
efforts against marine litter.

The project entails actions addressing the whole management cycle of marine litver, from mioni-
taring and assessment, to prevention and mitigation,

The project deploys the multidisciplinary strateay and common framework of action developed
within the Plastic Busters initiative, led by the University of Siena and the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network, This initiative frames the pricrity actions needed to tackle
marine litter in the Mediterranean and was labelled under the Union for the Mediterranean in
2076, gathering the palitical support of 43 Euro-Mediterranean countries.
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