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View platform made from railway sleepers
next to lake Katvaru. The 7km greenway
from Limbazi city to lake Katvaru was
opened’on 24.09.2014, and served as an

) inspiration for Green Railways project.
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FOREWORD

Green Railways is a new initiative in
Latvia and Estonia, to develop the former
railway lines for the use of non-motorised
transport, but in Europe it is already a
reality for more than 20 years attracting
millions of tourists to places that usually are
not mentioned in guidebooks, providing the
visitors an opportunity to enjoy landscapes
and nature, that once strived because of the
railway presence.

After the railways closed down, many
areas experienced an economic downturn;
therefore the idea of attracting visitors after
many years - this time as active tourists -
is received positively from the local
entrepreneurs, municipalities as well as at
regional level.

However, in order to fully uncover the
Greenways potential in Latvia and Estonia,

ways team atthe /
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a lot of effort is still needed to, first-of-
all sort the land ownership issues at
State level and attract the financing
for infrastructure improvement and
development at the local level. Many
municipalities have already understood
the benefits of the Greenways, and made
substantial investments to clean the
former railway lines, renew the former
infrastructure objects, thus setting an
example for similar initiatives in the
future.

We hope that this Handbook will be
used a basis for further inspiration for
the Greenways development, helping to
shape Latvia and Estonia as an active,
green and tourist friendly countries,
allowing to experience our nature
treasures, various historical and cultural
heritage from another point-of-view.
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GREENWAYS
CONCEPT Sl o

Improve communications
and non-motorised itineraries

in Europe: Promote Bring Europeans
hundreds of kilometers running through healthier and more closer to both their
European countries are available for balanced ways of life natural and cultural
pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians and and transport reducing the Promote environment. Encourage a more
mobility impaired people. congestion and the rural development, human .and cl?ser
pollution of cities. active tourism and local relatlop§hlp
employment. among citizens.
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More information about the Greenways concept in Europe

WWW.aevv-egwa.org

Greenwayjand bridselover; GrEENWayanjKocenmunicipalitys il Horseriding in y—_ ing of the EGWA bridge over
riverGaujainyaunpienalganss “Priedites” farm. Ra  river Briede, 06.09.2019.
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GREENWAYS
NETWORK

in Vidzeme and
South Estonia

In Vidzeme and South
Estonia Green Railways
route goes through the
rural areas and small vil-
lages and towns where
shops and accommoda-
tions are available. There
are some rural areas
where the course goes through farms and house-
holds. The routes are available for locals, domestic
and foreign visitors regardless of ability and age.

More lines have the potential to be developed in
the future, and have been shown in the electronic
as well as the printed maps.
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THE FEASIBILITY STUDY
in Latvian and Estonian

is available at greenrailways.eu
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VIDZEMES UN DIERVIDICAUNIJAS
SLEGTO DZELZCELU IZPETE
UN TORISMA POTENCIALA
HOVERTEJUMS

Potential
Greenways
lines for
development

1 Kilingi—Nomme—
Parnu

Parnu direction for greenways
establishment is one of the most
promising. However, before the
planning, it would require addi-
tional research on existing and
planned Velo routes in this area,
as well as coordination of oper-
ations with the designers of the
Rail Baltica railway line.

2 lkla—Riisselja

The route has high potential
to develop as greenways. The
gravel route is in very good
condition. On the road, there is
low-intensity car traffic.

3 Rajiena—Maisakiila

This section of the former rail-
way is very overgrown, and the
movement is disturbed by the
trees and old sleepers. Howev-
er, in general, the route and the
engineering structures in it, as
bridges, passages and passen-
ger platforms - are relatively
well preserved. This route has
the potential to use it for green-
ways development.

4 Mazsalaca—Rijiena

The total length of this section
from the railway bridge in Mazsa-
laca to the former Rijienas sta-
tion is 18.1 km, and the whole
length of the route can be used
to developing the greenway.

5 Riajiena—Valka

The total length of Rujiena—Valka
narrow-gauge railway route is
43,7 km. From this section, 35 km
has the potential for the deve-
lopment of the greenway. Parts
of this section has changed
and currently is used for agri-
culture purposes. As well some
parts are developed as the road.

6 Skulte—Limbazi

This sections total length is 26 km.
The section can entirely be used
for the development of the gre-
enway (except one small part be-
tween roads V130 and V129). There
is a small 3.3 km long section that
needs infrastructures improve-
ment. However, there is a need to
see the plans for the Rail Baltica
development for connecting the
greenway with Skulte station.

7 Smiltene—Valmiera

The total length of the former
railway line was 34.3 km. From
this section, 14.4 km can be used

for the development of green-
ways and 19.9 km can’t be used
for this purpose. Moreover, both
usable and unusable phases are
highly fragmented, so there is
no single usable phase. It would
be very challenging to connect
this greenway.

8 Ape—Aluksne

This section of the closed nar-
row-gauge railway line between
the Estonian border and the
Aluksne station mainly is adapt-
able to the needs of the green-
way. There are plenty of alterna-
tive roads if needed. The former
rail route itself needs significant
infrastructure improvements.

Vecumi(—Pskov)

The total length of route 70 km
can be fully used for greenways
development. The segment of
the road is in very good con-
dition. The only infrastructure
investments are needed for the
bridge over the river Pededze.



In order to measure the flow of the visitors, counters have been
set-up along the Greenways to demonstrate demand and help
to understand the visitor’s needs. It is planned that more
counters will be installed in the future.

Weekly traffic of pedestrians Monthly traffic of pedestrians and cyclists
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DEVELOPMEN“‘i'

Planning the Works and sources of financing. In order to
create the greenways routes it is essential to understand the
key elements for the future development.

2012. year

Key elements for the future development

i ®

Strategic context Sources for funding
(EU, BSR, State, regional, (Interreg, LEADER,
municipality planning own money)

documents etc.)

- 2014. year

15

Integration within TEN-T
transport corridors

(e.g. RailBaltica service roads)

. Steps for Development g

1

ACCESSIBILITY

p)

TRAIL CREATION

DIVERSIFYING
VISITOR EXPERIENCE

4

Maintenance

(municipalities, Latvian
Greenways Association)



1 AcCESssIBILITY

Green Railways route goes through the rural
areas and small villages and towns, farms and
households. The routes are available for lo-
cals, domestic and foreign visitors regardless
of ability and age. During the wintertime, it is
possible to ski or to enjoy the ride with the
horse or husky-drawn sledges.

Ease of passage: their slopes, either

low or zero gradient, allow their use by
all types of users, including mobility
impaired people.

« Safety, due to their separation from
roads, and to appropriate safeguards at
the intersections.

« Continuity with suitable solutions for
any difficulties and alternative routes.

 Respect for the environment along
itineraries and encouraging its respect
by the users.

9

Green Railways logo is used for the
signposting the route, and the info
stands. The common approach in Lat-
via and Estonia helps the visitors to
identify the location of the greenways.

Route marking
(installation of signposts and
information signs/boards)

&

Despite the sign “ERAVALDUS” (Estonian:
private property) trespassing is allowed
for travellers by bike and on foot along the
Green Railways trail near former Laatre
station on Viljandi—Maisakiila trail.

More about signposting on page 30.

Connections with
existing infrastructure

Restriction for
motorized transport

Limbazi-Katvari Greenway.

Signpost near Hargla bridge.



2 TRAIL CREATION

To implement the different greenways mu-
nicipalities needed to make the agreements
with the private and public landowners.

Trail near former Loodi railway station on
Viljandi—Mdisakiila greenway before and
after cleaning and road works.

Creation of exact route plan,
including route connecting parts

EE

Technical Design of Greenway in Kocéni Municipality.

# Repairing bridges

Viljandi bridge

Part of the trail between former Loodi and
Oisu stations on Viljandi - Maisakiila trail
was seriously overgrown by 2019, as the
railway had been dismantled in 1973. In
cooperation with the private land owner
(forest management company) and Mulgi

municipality the trail was cleaned in 2019.

Hargla bridge

The bridge over Hargla stream near
former Hargla station on Valga - Ape trail
was re-built in 2018 on the foundations
of the old railway bridge that had been
dismantled in 1980s.



"= DIVERSIFYING
_~» VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Some of the former stations have been re-
constructed and offer various services (e.g.
bus station in Limbazi, in Alaksne the for-
mer railway luggage shed is converted into
multi-media exhibitions about the railway
history etc.)

Resting place near Dzérbene former railway
station on Melturi-Gulbene Greenway.

Elaboration of recrea
areas on the route

Improvements of nearby
culture or nature objects

ing the abandoned former
rails not used by the t

When Estonian national railway company
dismantled the rails of Méisakiila—Parnu
railway in 2008, a few hundred metres of
rails were left in Mdisakiila town. Since
2017 the visitors can enjoy draisine rides
on the old railway.

More about using abandoned rails on page 34.
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Banitis connects two towns in Vidzeme -

"Gﬁlbene—Al'ﬁks»né n.'é"rrow-,g
railway line in Vidzeme.

Ape
Gulbene and Aluksne. It is also possible Y
to take your bike on the train, as well \\
as enjoy the recently-developed train -
stations and stops. Voo N
‘\
At the beginning of the 20t century, the O Aliksne
society of Vidzeme supply roads built '
a narrow-gauge railway line Stukmani Véjml-‘s
(Plavinas)—Gulbene—Aluksne—Valka. ¢ )
N

Paparde mernieki
33 km long route Gulbene—Aluksne ﬂunduri
is the last operational narrow-gauge Kalniena
railway line in the Baltics. Local Parini Stameriene
|nhf3\b|tants call it Banitis (“the Little Gulbene __ OGie
Train”). P o M

leriki
’ ’ Balvi 4
] Pskov
/

-
7’

ALUKSNES

BANTSA

STACIJA

\V4

National monument
of history

Since 1998 Gulbene—Aluksne narrow-
gauge railway, including the railroad,
the rolling stock, engineering structures,
equipment and buildings, has been included
in the list of the national monuments of
history. Moreover, Banitis is as a member of
European Tourism and museum railways
federation (FEDECRAIL).

Banitis connects the leriki—Gulbene
greenway line with Alilksne—Ape section as
historically the narrow gauge line continued
until Valka.

www.banitis.lv

k_

The only daily passenger
narrow-gauge train in the
Baltic States

A
FEGXECARAIL
S X
FHEK
Member of FEDECRAIL
since 1998




One thing that makes Green Railways
different from other trails are their history.
Showing the local railway history by the
trails is interesting and attractive both for
locals and visitors.

Many railway photos can be found in
collections of museums and railway
enthusiasts. Also, cooperating with local
hobby historians, heads of culture houses
and other local active people can be
especially rewarding. They can help you
to find photos that have never been seen
before.

4\

Photo board on the sleeper-at Sinialliku on
the Green Railway trail Viljandi - Mdisakdla,
installed in autumn 2018. The board shows
old photos of railway at Sinialliku and a
newspaper article about the train accident
that happened at the same location in 1932.
Original measures 21 x 120 cm.

9

The photos of this photo board were found
with the help of local people. No museum or
private collector had those photos in their
collection. The photo board was installed on
the sleeper at Saru on the Green Railway trail
Valga/Valka - Ape in autumn 2018. Original
measures 21 x 58 cm.

.

Lilia Sirgia fotokogu/Photo collection of Lilia Sirgia

ROHELISED
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SIGNPOSTING
0 F G R E E N WAYS L< Signs on the Greenways in Latvia h

_< Route connection road signs in Latviah

RAILWAYS

' Greenways sign in Latvia
LOJA (Wati)
wx
AZSALACA ’»(%

— E le of shared-traffi
{}:PUIKULE € xample of shared-traffic

RUJIENA (WAHKit)

A Z/s “Purmali” (£ Ala 6,5 km

£ A Mini zoo “Priedites” (4] 9km

- N 4,7k
www‘greenrallways‘eu >>GAUJASREVEI;I L L) m

A JAUNPIEBALGA |iga3| 81km

g interreg
" Estonia-Latvia

European Regional Development Fund

AIERIKI (@X&d%i] 64,6km
GREEN GREEN GREEN GREEN 4
EUROPEAN UNION

‘ Example of a completely non-motorized Example of a road crossing
Greenways sign in Latvia warning sign




In Latvia and Estonia, just like in many Western-European
countries, numerous agreements had to be reached with the
local land owners, in order to use the former railway stretch-
es and connect various parts of the route. As a result, more
than 100 agreements have been signed in terms of the Green
Railways project, which is a big success.

Information stand attached to 9
a private former railway building.

LABIKAIK
LUBATUD
JALGSI JA
JALGRATTAGA

TRESPASSING
ALLOWED ON
FOOT AND
ON BICYCLES

ROHELISED

Estonian example

Viljandi
@




Narrow-gauge railbike
in Gulbene.

ABANDONED RAILS

“Railway era” started in Valka, here began
the first narrow-gauge railway in Latvia.
Both stations (narrow-gauge and regular-
gauge railway stations) used to be in one
country. At this moment, each of them is
in separate states. The number of interests
about the railbike activity and greenways is
high. For the future, Valka plans to extend
the journey to the border of Latvia/Estonia.

The 1 km long railbike ride does not have
noteworthy viewing sites. Nevertheless,
each visitor that tries this activity is excited
about it. Within the “Green Railways”
project, it was possible to cover the empty
window frames and doors of the former
railway station Valka Il with information
and pictures about the railway’s history.

< Map of activities >

L

M6isg)kiila
e
®
Valka
@
Gulbene

Draisine

Railbike



Kocéni municipality cherished the
thought how to find the ways to renew the
old railway track and that people would
use it again - if not with a train, then as hik-
ers or cyclists. Already before the “Green
Railways” project, a small part of a track
was explored and used for recreational
activities. The main works were related
to land ownership identification. In to-
tal, there were 29 landowners, and some
of them owned several lands. There were
several issues that the municipality had to
negotiate with the landowners. The main
milestones were the responsibilities of

each party involved, the timeline during
the project and route life after the proj-
ect. All the negotiations were lengthy and
time-consuming. Most of the landowners
agreed to the conditions, and the agree-
ment was signed.

During the project implementation,
more than 20 km of railway tracks were
adjusted for the tourism needs. The
former railway line used to have also
seven bridges (within the municipality
region). Nowadays there was just the
base of the previous bridges remained. It
was necessary to rebuild the bridges. The

Puikule]

Puikules muiZa / The manor
house of Puikule +371 25627896

Purezera dabas taka /
Purecers nuture path

Nature concert hall
and-Neikenkalns. &

78km |
¥ g ‘OzolmuiZas pils, parks / Ozolmuiia
S ostle, pork,, +371 26513740
Dikfu Deiesmusvétku ekspozicija /
. S1km Y, Dl Setesmusy U RIRIZICUSE) 26540685
' o =
e P . Vika parks /Viks fairytale pork,
g \ 7 i N doass oivialep
#Grebu pilskalns / Grebu hill \E\ Diklu pils komplekss / Dikfi Manor,
e ? o 2571 B2ordst.

= e

Dziesmu svétku promenade / 4 1
Song Festival Promenade

Dikju dabas koncertzdle un Neitkenkalns / L_*
Nature Concert Hall and Neiken s hill

] > X : £ Zilokaina kulturvéstures un apmekiZtaju centrs i
Augkopibas soim s 1 A AR S 8[F Ziciskalns heriage and vistors centre <371 Ydaasz0 Wi

amiculture farm < 1 S ValmiermuiZas stallis / a Stable,
3 b 4L Zilaiskalns ', +371 26562703,

e =
Valmiermuizas alus doritava / VolmiermuiZa Craft
Brewery, +371 20264269, www.valmiermuiza.iv

Skirnes trusy sai
+_ Rabbitfarm “Heaii’, >
5= sk

Davgill

~*, Kokmuizas pils komplekss / 1
Kokmuisa Manor Complex; +371 28644530 ————

Mujanu viduslaiku pilsdrupas un Baltais tornis /.
Mijani medieval castie ruins and White Tower

*Kocenu zirgaudzétava® / Stud farm “Koceni’ 4371 26405147
Pramle w1

DRI Palace.

largest of the bridges lead over the river
Briede: the length is 12 m. The intention for
the future is to upgrade the same railway
branch to Zilaiskalns. At this stretch,
there is a bridge more than 20 m long. The
municipality will restore it, and the funding
is approved for the works. The route will be
ready in 2020. In the village of Zilakalns,
there has remained a railway track
approximately 3 km long. The municipality
has decided to use it for the railbikes
adding an extra activity for the visitors. A
project is to produce four railbikes, and it
will be ready in 2020!
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EGWA AWAR DS

9th
vog * E

Award - 2019

European Greenways Award is presented to
greenways that stand out for their excellence
and demonstration of best practice. The
award ceremony happens every two years.

At the 9th EGWA awards in 2019, September
project “Green railways” received 1st Prize
of Excellence. Green Railways in Latvia and
Estonia was presented by Vidzeme Tourism
Association (Latvia) and the projects team
involved in Green Railways development.

The Excellence award shows the best
integration of the various characteristics
that define greenways and that also
demonstrates specific strengths.

O — A AR e T VAT -G — . e

Family photo at the 9th European
Greenways Award Ceremony at Dikli
Palace, September 5, 2019.

é Award statuette.

MORE INFO:

www.aevv-egwa.org/awards/9th-ega-2019
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greenrailways.eu

Cesis, Pils laukums 1, LV-4101 | info@vidzeme.com | info@greenways.lv
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