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ABOUT THE PROJECT AND THE RESEARCH

The Project “Discover Roma Treasures!” ROBG-410, is funded by the INTERREG V-A
Romania-Bulgaria Program, co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund
and the national budgets of the Republic of Romania and the Republic of Bulgaria.
The project is being implemented by 3 organizations, of which the Lead Partner is
the Cross-Border Association Balance and Environment, Craiova, Romania, and
partners of the Association for Regional Partnerships For Sustainable Development -

Vidin and Agency for Regional Development and Business Center 2000 - Montana.

The idea behind the project stems from the fact that one of the most important
sources of traditional culture in the cross-border area between Romania and
Bulgaria, unknown and not yet discovered, is Roma culture. Unfortunately, only a
few studies on the culture of this minority have been conducted in this area andas
far as is known, no common strategy for the valorisation of this culture and its
conversion into tourism products has been developed. All people agree that the
Roma ethnicity has an impressive culture with beautiful songs, dances and stories,
but no one has seen in these traditional "treasures” an opportunity to promote
sustainable tourism products and promote the target region. It is time to interpret
the traditional culture of Roma ethnicity and to set new challenges for tourists in
the cross-border region who decided to visit the target area of the project, namely
the Dolj and Mehedinti counties in Romania and the Vidin and Montana districts in

Bulgaria.

The overall objective of the project is to improve the sustainable use of cultural
heritage through the valorisation of traditional Roma culture and its transformation
into tourist products. Through the project "Discover Roma Treasures!”, Studies will
be developed that will outline the main branches of Roma culture and the specific
characteristics of each branch. The research information will be used to develop a
common strategy "Valorisation of Roma culture from the cross-border area in
tourism products”, which will identify common routes in the area of the Roma
culture project and propose methods for valorisation of these traditional
"treasures”. To realize this idea, the following events will be held: 4 Roma cultural
festivals entitled "Enjoy Roma culture!”,; 2 Cross-border caravans "Discover

treasures!"” And 4 seminars "Learn more about Roma culture".



The motto of the European Union "United in Diversity” is very relevant in this
Danube region. People on both sides of the Danube, minorities or not, have many
common cultural characteristics, but at the same time they are different through
specific customs or crafts or others. So far, this culture is little known because
most members of this ethnic group are too poor to promote their culture and
cultural authorities are not interested in this undiscovered source. In this context,
it is very important to have an "engine" to mobilize this common source, the Roma
culture, to find it and to present it as tourism products to develop tourism and the
project region. At the same time, Roma culture will be more visible to locals, a
fact that will be useful in combating the phenomenon of discrimination that is still

present in this part of Europe.

This study was developed by BMB PREMIUM LTD. During the study, numerous
meetings were held with representatives of the Roma ethnic group from Vidin
Region, institutions working in the field of culture, stakeholders who want the
cultural identity of the region to be promoted and presented to the general public.
Materials from the library of the Mihalaki Georgiev Library, Vidin, data from the
Museum of History - Vidin, sources from the Internet and copyright photographs

were used.

The study is not of scientific value and was developed entirely on the basis of
information received from the inhabitants of the Roma neighborhoods and
neighborhoods in the mentioned settlements, with their memories, stories, legends
and myths. Myth or truth, | do not know, but it is part of the culture of the

population in Vidin region and is a treasure for everyone who touched it!

Enjoy reading!



HYPOTHESES ON THE ORIGIN OF ROMA

There has been a lively discussion in the scientific community about the origin of
the Roma for a long time. Ethnologists, historians and linguists continue to look for
the roots of the community in Europe and in the world. Hypotheses and theories
are different and contradictory. The thesis is that Roma are of Indian origin. Most
researchers support it because they have sufficient evidence to support it. Another
theory that challenges the Indian origins of the Roma seems logical. The founder of
this theory is J. Oakley (1983). She doubts that all the people who called
themselves "Egyptians” in England in the 16th century came from outside.
According to this theory, traveling artists called themselves "Egyptians” without
associating it with their ethnic origin. The Roma may be adapting the story of
foreign origin' as this enables them to present themselves as 'exotic fortune

tellers'.

Some European authors in the 16th and 17th centuries are of the opinion that the
Roma are of Slavic origin. P. Wexler, for example, supports this theory, based on
his observations among Roma communities in Germany. He is looking for a link
between Roma and Roma Jews. This is due to common ethnographic patterns of
European Roma and Jews. The author tries to prove his theory by giving examples
from other ethnic communities, such as the Avars inhabiting Europe during the 14th
to 19th centuries. This gives him reason to claim that the Roma did not come from

India.

The most scientifically plausible theory is that the Roma have emerged as a
community after leaving India more than eleven centuries ago. At the end of the
ninth century and the beginning of the tenth century, Muslims invaded the
northwestern parts of India. In order to escape from the invasion, one part of the
Indian population is moving to the southern regions of India and another is from the
regions of present-day Punjab and Rajasthan and speak dialects in different

languages - Sanskrit, Hindi, Gujarat, Punjabi.

Outside India, these groups of Indians are not well received. In most cases, the
surrounding population is hostile to them. Individual Indian groups communicate

with each other and seek ways of understanding each other.



WHY IS IT "Rroma” AND NOT "Roma”

The name of the project under which the present research is being developed is
"Discover Roma Treasures!" and in English: "Discover Rroma treasures!”.
Immediately impressed is the presence of a double “r" in the English version. And

here's the answer to why it says "Rroma”, not "Roma".

Simon Millet, president of the “La Voix des Rroms” (The Voice of Roma)
Association in France, says that the European media should pronounce Roma

correctly, just as people of that origin do.

"We borrow words in all languages. One of them is the word "Roma” (Rroma), which
can be found in French (roms / rom), English (roma) and many other languages
(Roma in German). The word comes from "romani” (rromani), the language of the
Roma - the name is spelled with the double 'r’, since the word with one 'r' can mean
something completely opposite. We call this the opposition in phonology. For
example, the word "Rani" (rrani) will be translated as "woman" while rrani means
"branch”. Since the creation of "Roma"” R (r) oma literature in the former Soviet
Union in the 1920s, the word has been spelled with double r. The writing style is
adopted in the Roma alphabet (Rromani alphabet), which since 1990 has been

publicly recognized by the International Union of Roma.

The word Rroma appears quite often in French, as in many other European
languages. Before, but quite often today, we are talking about 'gypsies’, or
historically 'bohemians’. But since this word is used so often in discussions about
the plight of the largest minority in Europe today, we need to start using the
correct word "Roma” (Rroma). That way, in line with all the latest borrowed words,

we use the original language spelling. "



The Persecution of the Roma

The persecution of this ethnicity throughout Europe also has a very long history. As
early as year 1200, Athanasius, the patriarch of Constantinople, instructed the
Byzantine clergy to forbid their parishioners from associating with "antigoy”
because they were teaching the devil things.” Although in 1417 Sigismund, the
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, signed an official treaty with the Roma
voivode Ladislav to guarantee their safety, however slavery and persecution were

often reached.

One year after the discovery of America in 1493, Italian authorities banished Roma
from Milan. Three years later, in 1496, the German Reichstag accused the Roma of
being spies of bubonic plague and traitors to Christianity. This is probably why in
1500 Emperor Maximilian ordered all Roma to leave Germany by Easter. On similar

charges, the Roma were ordered to leave Poland and Lithuania in 1557.

Since 1385, records of the sale of Roma as slaves in Wallachia and Moldova have
been preserved. By court decisions or special laws, Gypsies were displaced from
France in 1504, Catalunya in 1512 and Sweden in 1525. in 1510, every Gypsy found
in Switzerland was ordered to be killed. Similar rules introduced Denmark in 1589
and Sweden in 1637.

In 1530, an act was issued in England prohibiting Roma from entering the country
and requiring those living in the country to leave within 16 days. Failure to do so
may result in confiscation of property, imprisonment and deportation. The act was
amended by the Gypsies Act of 1554, which ordered the Roma to leave the country

within one month. Dissentients were executed.

The first anti-Gypsy legislation was created in 1538 in Moravia and Bohemia, which
were then under the authority of the Habsburgs. Three years later, after a series of
fires in Prague, blamed on the Roma, Ferdinand | ordered them expelled from his

possession.

In 1545, the Augsburg Diet stated that "anyone who kills a gypsy will not be charged
with murder.” However, the ensuing massacres prompted the government to
eventually intervene and "ban the drowning of Roma women and children.”

Apparently, the Catholic Church also did not look with good eye on the swarthy



aliens. Pope Pius V in 1586 called for the expulsion of all Roma from the Holy

Roman Empire.

In 1661, Oliver Cromwell's son, Richard, ordered the transportation of the Roma in
England and Scotland to the plantations in Jamaica and Barbados in order to be

subjected to "forced subordination for ever."

In 1710, Emperor Joseph | ordered all elderly Roma men "to be hanged without
judgment and sentence, while women and young men should be beaten and
banished forever. In addition, those who live in the Kingdom of Bohemia should be

cut off the right ear, and those in Moravia the left ear. "

In Germany, Elector George Il Saxon commissioned a "gypsy hunt" as a means of
destruction to exterminate this population. In 1721 Emperor Charles VI ordered the

destruction of all Roma in Germany.

In 1722, the Prussian King Frederick Wilhelm directly declared all Roma eighteen
years of age criminals. Unhappy with the monstrous legislation, thousands of armed
Roma rise in rebellion but are defeated by German soldiers and tortured to death.
By 1685, Portugal finally deported all Roma from their lands to Brazil in 1660, not
by anyone but by the King of the Sun, Louis XIV, the Roma were forbidden to reside

in France.

In 1758, Maria Theresa, in Austria, launched a large-scale program for the
assimilation of the Roma population. To this end, the government has built special
huts to replace the gypsy tents. They are forbidden to travel, and are not
uncommon in cases where children are forcibly abducted by their parents in order

to promote their "non-Roma" nurture.

In Hungary in 1782, two hundred Roma were arrested and tortured until they were

finally found guilty of false charges of cannibalism.

Beyond this blacklist, though, there are examples of better relationships in history.
The English Statute of 1596 gives them special privileges that are not available to
other vagrants. France adopted a similar law in 1683. In Russia, Catherine the
Great declared the Roma "slaves to the Crown,” a status that surpasses that of
serfs. At the same time, however, some special measures keep the Roma away

from major Russian cities. Although the gypsies in Wallachia, Moldova and



Transylvania were sold into slavery until the nineteenth century, the Romanian-
born slave Stefan Razvan managed to become the prince of Moldova. In Wallachia
slavery was abolished by law in 1847, in Moldova - in 1844.

In Bulgaria, despite the generally more tolerant attitude, there are also examples
of violence against Roma. During the April Uprising, the attitude towards Gypsies in
the rebel settlements varied. In the village of Muhovo, according to Zahari
Stoyanov, the Gypsies "not only were good masters, but also made many knives and
guns for the Bulgarians without giving a word to the Turks.” According to historians
Georgi Dimitrov and Dimitar Strashimirov, the Klisura gypsies were suspected of
having helped spies with their espionage and even caused the town to be ruined by
the Bashibozuk - irregular troops of the Ottoman Empire. Apparently in order to
prevent such an event in Koprivshtitsa, the rebels there killed on the night of 27 to
28 May 1876 about 70 local gypsy men. After the Liberation with the adoption of
the Tarnovo Constitution, the Roma in Bulgaria formally enjoy the same rights as
other Bulgarian citizens. However, on February 20, 1901, a government came into
power with Prime Minister Petko Karavelov. The first job of the new cabinet is to
draft a law to amend the electoral law. It recorded an amendment banning Gypsies
from voting. The motive - their votes are the easiest to buy. With minor
amendments, this restriction has been in force in Bulgaria for 35 years. The
paragraph with this prohibition was completely erased in the electoral law only in
1937 at the will of Tsar Boris Ill.

Perhaps the most devastating persecution of the Gypsies was during World War I,
when they were among the first victims of Nazi atrocities. A total of about 2
million gypsies have died in concentration camps or through other mass

exterminators, including anti-human medical experiments.

In modern times, the 19th century is of particular importance to the Roma in
Europe. Although the pursuit of legitimation and identification of the ethnic group
began as early as the Enlightenment, it was during this period that the romantic
"Gypsy" image was created, which is strongly embedded in the contemporary notion
of the Roma. At the same time, in the middle of 19th century, racism emerged,
leading directly to Hitler's attempts to destroy the Roma during the Third Reich.

While the main event for the Roma in the 19th century was their liberation from



slavery in Romania, which led to their mass emigration around the world, in the
20th century two major events stood out: the Holocaust and the fall of the
communist regime in Europe. Another important process in the 20th century is the
political awareness of the Roma, which has emerged especially since the end of the

First World War, mainly in Eastern Europe.



POPULATION OF THE ROMA IN BULGARIA AND THE BALKANS

Departing from India at the end of the ninth century and the beginning of the tenth

century, all Indian groups belong to a larger group called the Drome.

Migration from India does not happen at once, but in waves. However, all groups
move on the same routes. Considering the mountainous regions of present-day
Pakistan, the routes on which they could travel to Europe were very limited.
Coming to Armenia, some Roma remain there. So far, there are Roma in Armenia,
but they do not speak the Roma language that is imposed in Europe. Another part
of the same group is headed for Central Asia. Today Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan have Roma who are from the group of Armenian Roma. It is

called crowbar or pipes.

The second group targets the countries of the Middle East - Iran, Iraq, Syria,
Jordan, Israel. This group are called home, home careers or homeowners. Today,
this group is very well organized - it has its own international organization that

fights for the cultural rights of the Roma in these countries.

The third group continued their journey and reached the Byzantine Empire in the
12th century. Here it stands for about 150 years. and for the first time was given
the name 'Gypsies’, which is distributed in most European languages. The name
"gypsy” is derived from the Greek "aciganos” which means "untouchable”, ie. people
you can't get in touch with, and contact with this group means "spiritual
contamination.” That is why the Roma usually live in the marginal parts of the

settlements - in most cases outside them, a phenomenon that is observed today.

It is believed that in our country the Gypsies came from Byzantium, with the first
preserved information about them in our lands dating back to the 13th-16th
centuries. Some authors assume that their main occupation is to do magic and
fortune telling. Because of this, some researchers associate the mentioned

heretics, also spoken in the Boril Synod, with the Gypsies.

According to Konstantin Irechek, Gypsies most likely appeared in Bulgaria by the
middle of the 14th century. The Rila diploma / 1378 / by Tsar Ivan Shishman
mentions Agup cells (huts). This is associated with the name "aguptsi" which is

given in our country to the gypsies. The Middle Bulgarian translation of the legend



of St. Varvar Ohridski also tells of numerous "Egyptians” in the vicinity of Drach.
This detail, which is present in the Greek origin of legend, also concerns the

Gypsies who reached the coast of the Adriatic in the fourteenth century.

After the Turkish conquest of the Balkans, Gypsies were often recorded in Ottoman
tax documents. The earliest mention of this is from 1430 - in the Timar register of
the Nikopol Sanjak. Sultan Suleiman | promulgated a law on Gypsies in the province
of Rumelia, according to which Gypsies, both Christians and Muslims, are required
to pay a mass tax. Apparently our lands and the tolerance of the Bulgarians
enjoyed the Roma ethnicity. According to data from the Ottoman registers, they
were the largest in the territories populated with Bulgarians. In fact, today's
Bulgarian lands have been the main asset for their displacement to the West. Thus,
West European travelers who saw Gypsies in their native land also met them in the
Ottoman lands. According to Martin Gruneweg (1562-1618), there are many Gypsies
out there who work their crafts on the streets under the tiny mallets where they
live with their wives and children. In Turkey, they feed on blacksmithing or are
musicians, ie “gadulari”, otherwise said magicians. They use Turkish costume. In
1553, Anton Vrancic recounts: “As we began to cross the Morava River, other Turks
stood before us, among them a gypsy or a gypsy, tied to one's neck with a chain
and dragged in a row. They made pitiful cries and pitying her poverty. Then | asked
the Turks what they were and what was the reason for them to be chained. | was
told that they were collected in lieu of taxes, which could be in the money as well

as in young children.”

Bulgaria is one of the countries with the highest percentage of Roma population in
Europe. The Roma minority in Europe is between 8 and 10 million people. More
than 80% of them live in Central and Eastern Europe. The countries with the largest
Roma population are Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, the USA, Serbia and Slovakia.
With the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union, the Roma

became the largest minority in the EU.

Today's Roma living in Bulgaria come here at different times, coming from different

places.

The first Roma wave to the Balkans was in Xll, XllI, XIV century.



Due to the different names given to the Roma by Byzantine and other historians, it
is not clear since the first information about the arrival of Gypsies in the Balkans.
According to most Gypsies, for the first time Gypsies, under the name "Atzingans”,
are described in "The Life of St. George of Athos", dating from 1100, which tells of
events from the middle of the XI century. The same name is found in earlier
sources - for example, the Chronograph of Theophanes the Confessor from the
beginning of the ninth century, but it is not clear whether the Atsingans mentioned
in it - adherents of a Manichean sect dealing with witchcraft and divination are

ethnic Gypsies.

The study "Gypsies in the Ottoman Empire” indicates that the first safe sources for
long-term settlements of gypsies in Bulgaria are only from the 13th - 14th
centuries, and earlier contacts are possible. The Roma remained in the Balkans for
several centuries before leaving for large groups in Western Europe. For this
reason, many researchers call the Balkans "the second home of the Gypsies" and

the Romance language as "Balkanized Indian.”

Gradually, they move from the nomadic to a sedentary lifestyle, which is also
encouraged by the policies of the Ottoman authorities. With the help of tax breaks,
the Ottoman authorities also succeeded in forcing many of the Roma to convert to
Islam and become Muslims. For example, Roma Muslims pay a very small amount of

“characah” tax than Roma Christians.

Most often, the Roma live off activities that serve the rest of the population -
blacksmithing, production of baskets, tools, etc., and respectively get the proper

names - basketry, burgundy, drndari, etc.

The centuries of cohabitation of the Roma with the rest of the Balkan peoples, the
ease of conversion from Christianity to Islam and vice versa, as well as the
necessary contacts with other populations, have a great influence on Roma
folklore. It interweaves Bulgarian-Slavic and Turkish-Arab elements, which together

with the "native Roma" form a colorful and unique whole.

New groups of Roma settled with the Turks in the coming centuries. In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, they were joined by Roma fleeing Wallachia

and Moldova, where they were slaves at that time. This is gradually changing the



source of Roma migration to Bulgarian lands - not from Asia Minor, but from the

territories of present-day Romania.

This process gained a special momentum in the second half of the 19th century. In
Romania, then, slavery was abolished and large groups of Roma first settled in
Transylvania and then throughout Europe and the Balkans. This is the so-called. "A

great Kelderar invasion.”
Second wave of Roma migrations

The great Kelderar invasion also triggered a second wave of Roma migrations to the
Balkans. The Roma who settled in Bulgaria in the second half of the 19th and the
beginning of the 20th century differed in many ways from the Roma living in the
Bulgarian lands for centuries. They speak a different dialect of the Romance
language (the so-called 'Wallachian' dialects), and some of them speak an ancient
Romanian language and do not call themselves 'Roma’. Their religion is Eastern
Orthodox Christianity, and it plays a significant role in their lives. Some of them
have preserved ancient forms of traditional power such as the so-called. 'Gypsy

court' - a meshere.

Classification of Roma Groups and Subgroups in Bulgaria:

Dialect Balkan Wallachian

community

Group Dasikane Roma | Horahane Kalderashi | Kalaydzia Ludari

Roma

Subgroup Bakardgii Bakardgii Austrian Macedonian | Vlachorya
Painters Balamo Grastari Moesian Vretenari
Barbers Bombadzii | Dzankeshi Thracian Lautari
Burgundgii Borinari Dudulani Lingurari
Gadzali Burgundzii | Zhapli Maymundzhii
Naked Bardari Zlatari Rudari
Demirgii Vaglishtari | Kakavyarya Ursari
Jambazy Darmondzii | Kanglarya
Dzezvedzii Davuldzi Leynashi
Dzhuravtsi Drandari Lovara




Woodmen Dunkulari Nyamtsor
Dulgeri Erlides Serbian
Erlides Zangurdzhii | Tasmanyari
Casapi Zvanchari Hungarian
(butchers) Zurandzii Harkomarya
Blacksmiths Kalburdzii | Tsgnyaka
Furriers Carutsari
Kokalari Blacksmiths
Baskets makers | Kurbati
Musicians Katkadzhii
Nalbantdzii Lahora
Ramoshari Mechterii
Reshetari Musicians
Sitari Pechkadzhii
Hamali Sepetdzii
Tsutsumani Tenekedzii
Tuhlari
Ustalari
Feredzelii
Fichiri
Futadzii
Hamali
Haserdzii
Horohaya
Charale
Chillingiri
Yurukchii
Preferred Bulgarian: Turkish: |- | -———-- Romanian
identity Karastanchovtsi | Agupti Wallachia
subgroups | Gray pigeons Daale
Greek: Sarhartsi
Dramo, Roma Millet
Mixed Dzhovetrsi/Katuri




marriages
with other

ethnicities

Melali
Bobove

Murtapi




FEATURES OF THE ROMA LANGUAGE

The first Roma vocabulary was published in 1597 by Bonaventure Vulcanius.
Subsequently, publications by various researchers from Germany, the Netherlands
and England proved that Roma Language was close to Sanskrit and Hindi. The first
attempt to compare the Roma Language with another language was made by J.
Rudiger in 1777 comparing Roma with Indian texts and finding an “exact
resemblance” between the two languages. Rudiger reported on his discovery in
1782. A year later, H. Grohlman compared the Roma language to the Indian

language and also pointed out the similarities between them.

Although it is clear that the Roma language is New Indian, all attempts to
determine the closest modern or ancient Indian language to it were unsuccessful.
The language of Northwest India seems closest to Roma. Not only the vocabulary,
but also its grammatical structure show its Indian origin. The Roma language is the
only one in Europe that combines characteristics of Indian, Iranian and European
languages. With this in mind, it must be said that the Romani language is not a
slang or slang in any other language but a language that has been passed on from
parents to children over the centuries. Otherwise he would not retain his grammar
system. This does not mean that the Romani language retains all the characteristics
of the Indian languages. Interactions with European languages include words that
are found in all European dialects. The Kalderak dialect, for example, has many
borrowings from the Romanian language. The grammar of the Roma language is
strongly influenced by the Balkan languages, especially Greek. A large part of the
Roma dialects are part of the Balkan linguistic range. Languages such as Greek,
Bulgarian, Romanian and Albanian have the same structural characteristics: lack of
an infinitive verb form, presence of a particle to form a future tense, and more.

Roma also has these characteristics. In this way it can be called Balkanized Indian.

Since 1990, interest in the Roma language in Bulgaria has increased. The
realization towards the Roma language in Bulgaria is increasing. The realization of
this interest takes many forms. We can even summarize that there is a real leap in
the interest and realization of learning and supporting the Roma language. Y.
Malikov (1992), for example, published a "Gypsy-Bulgarian Dictionary”, Hr.
Kyuchukov (1993) publishes a Bulgarian-Roma Textbook Textbook, Hr. Kyuchukov



and the staff also publish the first Roma textbooks. Mother Roma language training
is introduced. It is clear that there is serious research on the Roma language in the
world. Unfortunately, very little is known about these studies in our country. Only
in the last 10-15 years began to write more on Roma grammar, serious studies are

being done with modern linguistic, socio-linguistic and psycholinguistic methods.

Roma dialects in Bulgaria are part of the existing Roma dialects in the Balkans and
in the world. At the same time, they have their own specific features and
characteristics that make them unique. Some of these dialects exist only in
Bulgaria. However, little is known about the Roma dialect groups in Bulgaria, as

few linguists devote their research to this problem.



THE ROMA AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN BULGARIA

The scientific literature is dominated by the notion that Roma do not have their
own religion and always adopt the religion of the population they live in, or that
because of their traveling lifestyle they are often able to change their religion.
From the autobiographical stories of people from different cities of the country,
with different education, gender professions and social status, it is clear that Roma
are extremely sensitive and believing people, although their faith has different
dimensions and rituals. In 1950, 5,000 Roma people left the country and left for
Turkey not to change their religion. The celebration of religious holidays is
extremely important and preserved as is the tradition to this day. Religion and
religiosity are preserved and are very much present in their folklore and
mythology. They strongly believe in miracles that come from God. Over 1/3 of the
Roma are convinced that no matter what you call the Creator - he is one, almighty
and all-powerful. Protestants most strictly observe religious rituals and go to
church. They have abandoned traditional weddings and funeral rituals and
celebrate these events modestly and quietly in a tight circle - only members of the

congregation.

In terms of religion, Roma in general are divided into two large groups: Roma
Muslims (Roma people) and Roma Christians (Dasikan Roma). In recent years,
however, some Roma (Muslims and Christians) have become members of
evangelical movements. It is also natural that groups that profess Catholic religion,
as well as other members of different movements (of the Protestant Church), may
exist, stilk their number is small. Although many Muslims and Christians do not
strictly adhere to the norms and requirements of the religion in question (such as

fasting and alcohol use), they still belong to the community concerned.



THE ROMA AND THE ETHNICITIES IN BULGARIA

Today, Roma live scattered across continents and in almost every country in the

world.

The population with Bulgarian ethnic identity is significantly more urbanized than
the other two main ethnic groups. 77.5% of the Bulgarian ethnic group lives in

cities, 37.7% of the Turkish ethnic group, as well as 55.4% of the Roma ethnic

group.

The Bulgarian ethnic community prevails in all districts except the districts of
Kardzhali and Razgrad, where it forms 30.2% and 43.0% of the population

respectively.

Bulgarian is the native language of 5,659,024 people, or 85.2% of the population.
Turkish is the native languageof 605 802 people, or 9.1% of those who answered

this voluntary question. Roma is the native language for 281,217 people, or 4.2%.

The connection between ethnic self-determination and native language self-
determination is strongly expressed. The most homogeneous mother ton native
language is the Bulgarian ethnic group - among persons who answered both
questions about ethnicity and native language among Bulgarians, 99.4% indicated
Bulgarian as native language, 15 959 persons (0.3%) - Turkish, 7 528 persons (0.1 %)
- Roma, and 7 511 (0.1%) persons - other. Among the self-identified with the
Turkish ethnic group, 96.6%, or 564 858 people, native language is Turkish and

18,975 of them, or 3.2%, is native language Bulgarian.

The Roma ethnic group by native language is divided into the following structure:
» 272,710 people, or 85.0%, indicated Roma as their native language;

e 24,033, or 7.5% - Bulgarian;

e 21 440 or 6.7% - Turkish;

» 1,837 people, or 0.6% of the Roma ethnic group, indicated Romanian as their

mother tongue.

Population breakdown by ethnic group and native languageas of 1.02.2011



Ethnic Total Native language

group Bulgarian | Turkish Roma others They do not
self-identify

Total 5604300 | 5631759 | 604246 | 280979 47071 47458

English 6611513 | 5571049 | 15959 7528 7511 2253

Turkish 585024 | 18975 564858 549 87 555

Roma 320761 24033 21440 272710 1905 673

Another 48321 10726 397 26 36196 976

Do not self- 53107 6976 1592 166 1372 43001

identify

« The connection between ethnic self-determination and native language self-
determination is strongly expressed. The most homogeneous native language is the
Bulgarian ethnic group - among those who answered both questions about ethnicity
and mother language, 5 571 049 (99.4%) indicate Bulgarian as their homogeneous
language, 15 959 persons (0.3%) - Turkish, 7 528 persons (0.1%) - Roma, and 7 511

persons (0.1%) - other.

» Among the self-identified with the Turkish ethnic group, 96.6%, or 564 858, are

the native language, while 18 975 of them, or 3.2%, are Bulgarian.

« The Roma ethnic group by native language is distributed according to the
following structure: 272 710 people, or 85.0% indicated Roma as their native
language; 24 033, or 7.5% - Bulgarian; 21 440, 6.7% - Turkish; 1,837 people, or 0.6%

- Romanian.

People who have exercised their right to voluntarily answer the question of ethnic
self-determination are 91.0% of the population. Among those who did not answer
the question of self-determination by ethnic group, the highest proportion was
found in those in young age groups up to 39 years and for children from 0 to 9
years. One third of the non-responders are in the districts of Sofia, Plovdiv and
Varna, respectively - 113 260, 62 654 and 50 181 people.

Self-identified persons in the Turkish ethnic community are concentrated in
several territories - Kardzhali, Razgrad, Targovishte, Shumen, Silistra, Dobrich,

Rousse, Burgas, with 63.7% of the population of this ethnic group.




C1pykTypa Ha HaceIeHHETO 0 00J1ACTH H eTHHYecKH rpyna kbm 1.02.2011
rogHHa
O06mo 3a crpaHara

Bnaroeerpag
Byprac
Bapna

B emixo TepHOBO
Bugun
Bpamna
T'abpoeo
Jobpuy
Kppmxam
Krocrermun
Jloeey
MonTana
IMazapoaux
IepHuk
IIneeen
IInoeous
Pasrpag

Pyce
Cuwmicrpa
CnueeH
Cnmonas
Codus
Cotua(cromnia)
Crapa 3aropa
Trproeumne
Xacxoso
Iymen
Svbon

! i i ! i ] i i I L 3 i 1 1 I I ) A 1 d 3 3 i i I 1 Il A A
1

{ :

! - z

4

4 5 - = - . - B - -

\
1
\
&

o
—
(=]
o
o
w
o
.
o
n
o
f=a)
o
—3
(=
oo
o
o
o
—
o

0

B bnarapeka BTypcka = PoMcka B [Ipyra # He ce camoonpeens

Population structure by districts in Bulgaria and ethnic groups - 01.02.2011

. Bulgarian . Other
. Turkish . Not determined
. Roma

The established demographic trends and the increased emigration in the last 20
years affect the number of all ethnic groups in the country, as a result of which

there are no significant changes in the ethnic structure of the population in the



years between the last two censuses according to the voluntary self-determination

of persons:

o The Bulgarian ethnic group comprises 5 664 624, or 84.8% of the persons who

voluntarily declare their ethnic self-determination.

» The Turkish ethnic group is the second largest - 588 318 people. They represent
8.8% of the population.

» The Roma ethnic group is traditionally the third largest in number and numbers
325,343 people, according to self-determination of persons, with a relative share

of 4.9%. or 0.2 percentage points more than 2001.

« The population with Bulgarian ethnic identity is significantly more urbanized
than the other two main ethnic groups. 77.5% of the Bulgarian ethnic group live in
cities, 37.7% - from the Turkish and 55.4% from the Roma.

» Self-identified persons in the Turkish ethnic community are concentrated in
several territories - Kardzhali, Razgrad, Targovishte, Shumen, Silistra, Dobrich,

Rousse, Burgas, with 63.7% of the population of this ethnic group.

» Persons from the Roma ethnic group are territorially distributed in all districts.
The largest share is of the Roma ethnic group in Montana districts - 12.7%, and
Sliven - 11.8%., Followed by Dobrich - 8.8%, Yambol - 8.5%, compared to the
country total - 4.9%.

» Non-self-identified persons are 53,391 - 0.8%. Among them, the share of the

youngest under 19 is 51.7% of all who do not self-identify.

49 304 people, or 0.7%, identified themselves as "other ethnic groups”. Persons
from other ethnic groups include: Russian - 9,978, Armenian - 6,552 people,
Wallachia - 3,684 people, Greek - 1 379, Jewish - 1 162 people, Karakachan - 2,556
people, Macedonian - 1,654 people, Romanian - 891 people, Ukrainian - 1 789
people, and others - 19 659 people.

Non-self-identified persons are 53,391 - 0.8%. Among those who answered "do not
self-identify”, the highest is the share of the youngest under 19 - 51.7% of all who

do not self-identify. Among people with another ethnic group, 235 have enrolled in



two ethnic groups, which is a phenomenon related to the presence of mixed

marriages or partnerships.

In Vidin district the population of the Bulgarian ethnic group is predominant,

representing 91.14% of the population of the district and 23.72% of the Bulgarian

population of the Northwestern Planning Region.

The second largest is the Roma ethnic group with 7.52% of the total population. It

represents 20.49% of the Roma in the Northwestern Planning Region. The

percentage of the Turkish ethnic group is negligible -0.10%.

Ethnic District % of the Northwestern | % of the Ratio of
group Vidin total area | Region total for Vidin District
Northwestern | to the
Planning Northwestern
Region Planning
Region
Bulgarian 118 543 91, 135% 499 742 89,984% 23,721%
Turkish 139 0,107% 2374 0,427% 5,855%
Roma 9786 7,523% 47 769 8,601% 20,486%
Other 528 0,406% 1785 0,321% 29,580%
Not 553 0,425% 1859 0,335% 29,747%
determined
Not shown | 525 0,404% 2139 0,358% 24,544%
Total 130 073 555 368

It is important to note that all the above mentioned ethnic groups are in peaceful

coexistence and lack of ethnic conflict and tension in the area.




THE ETHNOCULTURE OF THE ROMA IN BULGARIA AND IN VIDIN REGION.
CRAFTS

Today, most Roma do not practice the professions of their grandparents. However,
the name of the profession remained as a marker of the group. Very often this
marker does not carry information about the dialect of this group. For example, in
northwestern Bulgaria (Lom, Vidin, Montana) and in southeastern Bulgaria (Burgas,
Yambol) there is a group called tin. However, they speak two different dialects,
despite the fact that in the past (probably) both groups have been engaged in the
same profession - vessel tinkering. Today, the younger generation of tinsmiths has
other professions - teachers, lawyers, doctors. However, the name of the group is

kept and it serves as a marker for personal or group identification.

In the early twentieth century, in 1915, B. Gilliam - Smith made another
classification of the Roma - by their way of life - nomads and sedentaries. This
classification, as it becomes clear, is not valid today because almost all Roma
groups in Bulgaria have settled. There is also another reason to disregard the
lifestyle - some of the groups can be found in sedentary and nomadic groups. The
division of groups on the basis of religion is also not an essential feature. The same
dialect group may have different religions in different parts of the country. For
example, the Roma of the group known as "Laho” (in the past produces different
types of sieves, grilles) in northeastern Bulgaria (around Provadia, Sindel, Devnya)
are Muslim, in southern Bulgaria (in Stara Zagora) they are Christians, and in
northwestern Bulgaria ( Lom) are evangelicals. Thus, the three different religions
professed by this group have no influence on the dialect they speak. It is clear that
religion, lifestyle and occupation in the past are not indicators of the particular

dialect.

In conclusion, the dialect classifications of Roma groups are not identical with their
ethnographic classifications. In sedentary and nomadic communities, one can speak
communities that speak the same dialect. On the contrary, the name of the same
group does not indicate that members of that group speak the same dialect in

different parts of the country.



CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

Thanks to the traditions that have been passed down through the generations, the
Roma have been able to preserve their identity through the centuries. No doubt
they play an important role in their lives, no matter where or how they live. The
traditions, bearing the brunt of the laws among the Roma living in Slavic countries,
have been passed down from generation to generation by parents to children. It is
Roma traditions that underpin Roma identity. The place where these traditions
operate with full force is within the Roma community. For the Roma, the basic
units are the family, gender and the group to which the genus belongs. The family
is the center of the Roma life, where the devotion of the relatives is concentrated,
then the family, represents the extended family, and the group / generation - such
as Kaldarashi, Kalaydzhi, etc. The social organization of the Roma of all
communities rests on the concept of a patriarchal family - an extended traditional
family consisting of at least three generations of cohabitants. In it, children are
gender selectively educated, adopt inherited ethno-cultural information, assimilate
and maintain ethnic specificity. Boys are educated more liberally, while girls are
strictly styled. The roles of man and woman in the family are different and
complementary. It is the woman who provides daily peace of mind while caring for
children and the elderly. She was raised in conservatism and is a follower of the
group’'s tradition. Particularly her concern is the upbringing of the female child
until entering the marriage union. The man is the head of the family, who provides
the livelihood and protector of family prestige. This gives him the right to be an
undisputed authority and to make important decisions. Within the family, social
control by law is exercised by a mother-in-law and mother-in-law. Holders of this
function outside the family, and especially in violation of the rules in the
interaction with representatives of other family families in the community of the
Kaldarashi, is the so-called "meshere”. The mesheres is a kind of court for this
community, which includes the most authoritative, which solves issues related only
to the inner life of the members of the Kaldarash community, and beyond that it

has no power.

There is no such organization in the Vidin Roma Quarter. The clam is actually an
extended family. The clan bear the name of a famous leader or ancestor. For

example, Baldovi, from their progenitor Baldo, and the name of the family (clan) is



preserved for generations. Groups are usually "historical” units that are linked by a
common history (where the group originally lived), as well as by common traditions
and language - a dialect, and sometimes by common crafts. Traditions cover every
aspect of life - from birth to death, in union or conflict, family life, kinship
relationships, etc. Family traditions still form the core of Roma culture. The
traditions accompany the life of the Roma even before birth to death. Many Roma
groups have a number of prohibitions on pregnant women being applied before and
after birth. Some of these are still being followed to protect the life and health of
the young mother and the newborn. For example, a pregnant woman should not cut
her hair or dye her hair, nor play with dogs and cats when she is afraid of touching

her belly and more.
» The wedding

Wedding is one of the most important events in the life of every Roma. The
moment for both the newlyweds and their parents is exciting. Already with the
birth of the girl, the mother begins to prepare her wedding cheeses, and the boy's
parents take care of providing shelter for the future husband. The wedding itself is
preceded by different customs and rituals. So in the past, engagement was
compulsory. The engagement party was very lavish (almost like a wedding),
accompanied by lots of music, fun and peppery jokes. In the community of
kaldarashi the custom of buying a bride is preserved and functions. It is related to
paying the bridegroom's parents a ransom. Nowadays, there are legends about
commercializing this tradition, depending on the skills and beauty of the bride. A
similar custom has been practiced in the community of Islam-professed Roma

people and is called Babahak (father's law).

In the Vidin Roma neighborhood, weddings in the past took place several days-3.4
days. About 20 years ago, financial difficulties began to be reflected in the way
Roma had fun, weddings began to be celebrated one day. Many Roma already work
and live abroad, mainly in Germany. Secure income has contributed to the old
tradition of resuming. In recent years, weddings have started to be celebrated
again in two days. The first is Mother's Day, the bride is dressed in a gorgeous
colored dress, and the mother brings out a dress she is proud of for everyone to

see. The fun is in her honor - the bride's relatives are leading the choir, the music



is playing for them. The whole family of the bride who grew up a nice and honest
girl is praised. In the evening, the girlfriend gathers at the godfather's house and
first the bride is varnished, then the rest. This custom was preserved by the Turkish
Roma, known as canonization, but the henna was replaced with lacquer. It is
played by a youth choir, headed by a close friend who holds a torch in his hand.
"Girl's horo". They are followed by godparents and newlyweds, with the godfather
holding a tree decorated with lighted candles. The next day is the real wedding.
The bride is dressed in a white dress. In the Vidin region there is still a tradition of
paying the bride symbolically. Her relative stands in front of the door and
threatens anyone who dares to pester her. In order for this man to be at peace, the
bridegroom must pay his future wife. Jokes and teases are exchanged between the
two parties, after which the boy is allowed to enter his chosen one. Once they see
each other, the groom must put coins in the bride's shoe to keep her as healthy as

they are.

For the Roma themselves, the wedding itself has undergone many changes from the
past to the present, but it has always been lavish, rich and associated with lots of
fun and teases. For Roma parents, it is the most important event in their children’s
lives, and they are ready to give kindly and dearly to it as it is, as the Roma
tradition dictates. The culmination of the wedding party follows the wedding party
- the newlyweds and some of their closest relatives head to the boy's home. The
bride is usually greeted by her mother-in-law, a rich meal is made and she is
waiting for the result of her first marriage - whether the bride is a virgin. The joy
of a positive result is made public and different in different subgroups. However, if
the bride does not turn out to be virgin, the wedding is usually spoiled and she
returns to her parents, and in the groups where the bride is paid for the bride, he

returns.

This tradition is preserved among the Vidin Roma. The first wedding night is
considered the first time the couple has been together. The announcement that
the girl was a virgin was a whole ritual. It is mostly enjoyed by women, curled with
flowers in their hair and drawn through the mahala with a good brandy colored in
red. It is accepted to make a lot of noise in honor of the bride and the pride of the

mother. From now on, they are considered family, even before the wedding party.



Romantic relationships outside the marriage union are not encouraged, and
communities are extremely sensitive to protecting the honor of girls. Another
tradition that exists among different groups of Roma is the abduction of the girl by
the boy or the escape of the young couple in cases where their parents do not
agree to marry them. After a few days, the young ones return and then the
preparations for the wedding begin. Symbolic abduction is still taking place in some

Roma groups.
> Childbirth

Birth is also one of the most celebrated events among the Roma in Vidin. The day
of celebration is one in which the mother is discharged from the hospital with the
baby and proceeds to her home. The most solemn in the family is the spelling of
the firstborn. All of the neighborhoods are welcome to the celebration, with no
prior invitations. Guests bring gifts, most often clothes, but also other items
needed for the baby. They respectfully go with music and choir to the mother of

the mother and to the godparents, and they display their gifts for the baby.
» St. George's Day

St. George's Day is the biggest celebration of Roma in Bulgaria. It is celebrated by
all Roma groups (with the exception of only the heavily touring parts of the Roma
people, among whom it was celebrated until recently), and for all of them St.
George's Day is the main holiday, including for the Muslim Roma. Only for the
Burgundians and Dundarians, the role of a major holiday is played by Bango Vasili,
but in them Gergyovden is exceptionally magnificent. Typically, the caldars and
miners call the feast "Saint George" or "St. George's Day,” and the Yerlias
"Heatherlez,” "Huddler" or "Erdelez.” It is celebrated for three days, with some
being May 4,5 and 6, others - May 5, 6 and 7, and in Vidin region celebrating May 6,
7 and 8. The celebration of St. George's Day is not only different for different Roma
groups, but also varies for the representatives of the same group living in different
places. Despite the many differences, some common elements can be found. The
celebration of St. George's Day is related to the belief that St. George is the savior
of the Roma (like St. Basil) and the legend that the serpent of an evil king started

eating the Roma, but St. George killed him. In addition, Erdelez was also



celebrated as the beginning of spring, in truly warm weather, which is why the

whole ritual is full of spring symbolism.

The most important element in preparation is the purchase of lamb. It is widely
believed that a lamb destined for a turban should stay overnight in the house, so it
must be purchased no later than May 4 or May 5. In some groups, the festivities
start from the moment the lamb enters the house. Then the gates are trimmed
with blossomed branches - usually beech and willow, and a wreath and candle are
placed on the head of the lamb, after which it is given "for health”. Other groups of
Roma accepted the festive decoration of the houses with blossomed branches on
May 5, but a candle wreath was put on and the candle was made in the morning at
6.05. This ritual is also performed by the Vidin gypsies. In Burgundy, the first red
Easter egg is preserved and placed in the mouth of the roasted St. George's lamb.
Also, on Holy Saturday (before the Resurrection) a special red thread candle is
made. She lights up for the night against Easter and sets off. The next one is on
May 5 in the evening, and the whole burning is on 6.05. before the lamb is
slaughtered. Among the many Roma it was adopted on 5.06. in the evening for
each family member to tear the nettle and hang it on the tiles. Whose nettle will
wither and whose nettle will not be judged is what year it will be for everyone -

happy or sad.

In the past, in some Roma groups, a ritual (largely already lost) was performed on
the evening of May 5 to bathe in water full of herbs and plants - herbivores,
nettles, glue and more. In this action, one should see the spring symbolism and the

hope for the elimination of diseases and health during the year.

Walking for the green: The custom for walking for the green at 5 to 6 in the
evenings is common among the Dundee and Shumensko baskets. All Roma go to the
forest, set fires and have fun all night. They go home in the morning, wearing

flowering branches to decorate the gates of houses.

In Vidin, there is a similar custom for decorating the gates with green twigs of
willow, but it is done on Tsvetnitsa. Young, single-minded boys go for willow

branches and decorate their chosen home.



Ritual slaughter of the lamb: In most Roma, the slaughter of the lamb-kurban is
extremely solemn. It is usually done early in the morning on May 6th. In Vidin,
slaughtering takes place on the 5th, so that the lamb has enough time to prepare
for baking. The Kaldarashi had adopted a car lamb for every boy in the house.
Today, due to economic difficulties, this custom is beginning to be abandoned,
although it is still observed in some families. For the other Roma groups, it is a
tradition for each house to drive one lamb. And somewhere (eg in the village of
Marash), lambs are slaughtered only by the nouns who distribute the meat and the

other Roma in the neighborhood.

Before it is sacrificed, the lamb is decorated. A wreath of wheat, wheat, geranium
and spring flowers (for example, with caldars) or flowered branches and willow is
placed on his head. Somewhere decorate the lamb with red paint, necklaces and
necklaces. The purpose is to show the richness of the coming spring through the
decoration and to beg for fertility and a briquette. One or two spark plugs are
placed on the gum, which are lit before the lamb is slaughtered. As the spark plug
(s) burns, the lamb is burned and blessed. This custom is still well preserved in the
Kaldarashi and is practically not practiced in other Roma groups, although there
are memories of it. It is customary for the burgundy to give salt to the lamb. This
checks what the year will be like - if you eat a lot of salt, it heralds a good year

and vice versa.

He then proceeds to the slaughter itself. In kaldarashi, it is performed by the
oldest man - the head of the family. Even if he is already weak, he rides the lamb
and passes it on to his sons to be torn and burned. In the Roma from Zlataritsa and

Vidin, the slaughter is carried out by an external person.

The blood from the lamb is not allowed to flow to the ground. It is collected and
thrown into the river with the small things and bones (May 7). This is done "to keep
him going throughout the year" and "to keep the blood from getting dirty.” Only in
the dander, this custom is not preserved - in Zlataritsa no special care is taken for
the blood of the lamb, but there is a memory that years ago it was discharged into
running water. A point on the forehead of the children is placed on the rumah-rum
and on the lambs' dendaries. This is done for health. In the past, tsutsumans from

the Vidin neighborhood were also placed on the foreheads of children, but this is



no longer done. This custom was not registered with other Roma groups in Central

Bulgaria.

The lamb is not cut into pieces. It is baked whole on cheverme or on a tray, with
the insides pre-cooked and flavored. Vidin's Kalajidzi add onion and spices, and
tsutzumani and beetroot rice fill the lamb belly and sew it. In health and fertility
caldars, the cabbage skewer is washed from the head of the family with a special
tin can, full of water, geranium and cereal. Roma tinsmiths most prefer to bake
cheverme lamb, tsutsumani have a special technology - dig a hole in the ground

and bake lamb inside, others prefer to use a furnace for this job.

St. George's Table: For some Roma, a special St. George's sofa is made - necessarily
round, designed so that "there is no nail in it". The reason for the absence of a nail
is that the iron rusts: "The lamb is put on this sofa, the hen - it is not nice to have
iron in it, or whatever it is, when it rusts.” In his mouth is placed a red egg (the
first egg from Easter), sliced bread, steam (to the highest possible value) and
golden steam. To the lamb is put fresh garlic - it is against lessons and brings
health. red wine is placed on the table. Before lunch starts, the table is cooked.
Then the oldest - the head of the family and his wife (for some his brother) take
the ritual bread (the so-called fist), gently cut it in the form of a cross and pour
red wine into the four holes along the edges, calling: "Father, Son, Holy They break
the fist in two, each kissing the two pieces, then breaking the two more and kissing
the pieces of bread again. Then the head of the family picks up a candle, says a
prayer and puts out the candle in the wine bottle, like three | put it in the opening
of the bottle several times and only put it out for the fourth time. All this is done
three times. Thus, the meal is considered to be lit and lunch can begin. This
custom is well preserved with the Kaldarashi. In other Roma groups, only elements

of it are present.

Again, the custom of selling the head of the lamb is preserved in the Caldarashi as
well as in the Burgundians. The clockwise left hand of the host takes the head and
sells it to the one standing to his left. Both hold fresh garlic in their hands. During
the bargain, the buyer tries to steal his head, but the seller punches him in the

hands with garlic "to escape bad thoughts and evil spirits.” Thus, the head is sold



from person to person - clockwise until it reaches the host. All this is a special form

of play - real money is not given.

The custom of "singing the rings" in St. George's Day is common among all Roma
groups. Its essence is to predict (half-serious, half-heartedly) the future marriage
of young girls. The custom generally runs at 5.05. evening and 6.05. in the
morning. In the evening before St. George's Day the unmarried girls gather and put
in a bucket of water one ring or another sign (bracelet, necklace). Then geranium
is placed in the water and allowed to spend the night under a rose. For musicians,
collecting rings becomes especially solemn - with music. At dawn, before dawn,
the girls gather again at the bucket. The one who sings best covers her face with a
veil so she can't see and sing different songs, alternating cheerful and sad. While
she sings, she removes a ring from the bucket. It is believed that if she pulls out
the ring singing a cheerful song, the girl's marriage will be happy and vice versa.
For the kaldarashi and the burgundy, this custom is performed on St. George's the

evening after the meals.

Only in the Vidin Roma Neighborhood "New Road", apart from the rituals associated
with the lamb, can be seen Lazarevs for St. George's Day. Girls dressed in
costumes, with fancy flowers in their hair, go round the houses to sing and dance.
Amongst the group is a Bride and a caretaker full of water and coins. They sing for
health and wish the well-being of the hosts. They receive money and goodies in

return. This custom has been performed from time immemorial, generations ago.



*“Lazarka” from neighborhood “Nov pat” (New Road), Vidin

When celebrating St. George's Day, the similarity in the festive ritual of Bulgarians
and Roma can be most fully seen. The festive decoration of the house, the making
of a wreath with candles for the lamb, the collection of its blood and disposal in
running water, the tying of swings, the Gergovian bathing of the boys, the "singing
of the rings” and almost all other elements described in the Roma tradition. meet
or rather: have met in Bulgarian, where they were most likely borrowed. They are
described in detail in the above book by Dimitar Marinov. Of course there are also
specific Roma elements - the decoration of the head of the baked lamb and the
sale of the head are not found in the Bulgarian tradition. But these elements do not
detract from the overall impression of closeness in both ways of celebrating the
holiday and closeness in traditions in general. Usually St. George's Day is associated

with a lot of fun and good mood, expressed in various ways.

» St. Basil's Day - Bango Vassilii



Different ethnic groups of Roma, the name and rituals of the holiday are different,
and their location over time. It is generally accepted that the two names are
synonymous with the Roma New Year - Vasilitsa, also called Bango Vasil. That is, it
is assumed that the holiday lasts three days, each of which has a specific ritual. It
is celebrated on January 13, 14 and 15. On January 13, the so-called. Evening. The
family gathers around the table, it must have a hovering animal - boiled or roasted
chicken, rooster, goose, ritual bread prepared by the host, sarmi. The bread is
sprinkled with rice and coins for health and well-being at home. Dinner is calm in
the spirit of family warmth and comfort. The young boys, the ergins, go round the
houses in the Roma neighborhood, knock on the hosts' door singing songs and call
them wishes for the new year. On the 14th is Vasilyovden. The children travel to
the homes of friends and acquaintances to surf for health and toast. In tinsmiths,
the first survaka is the oldest in the home, and in the tsutzumans the youngest.
Children are given sweets and cash. Adults drink heated brandy. Lunch is festive
with music, dancing and fun. On the 15th is Bango Vassil, the word "bango” means
lame, Kuciat Vassil can be said to have hidden the symbolism of Vasilyovden on
crutches. The commonality between the Christian holidays around Christmas and
Vasilitsa can be found in many rituals. This should again show how closely the Roma

and Bulgarian customs have been interwoven over the years.
» ,,Chasing away the plague*“

On January 31, Atanasovden is the old style. Its celebration in the Vidin Roma
neighborhood is unique. Here the feast is called the "Plague Chase" (Bibiaki, ie
"Aunt's Feast”; from Bibi, Bibi - Aunt). It is believed, both among the Bulgarian
population and the Roma, that from this day on, winter is turning to summer, and
this is the beginning of the Montenegrin chergar season. The "Bibiaki" custom is
made for health - the plague is banished, the wormwood (i.e. winter-borne
illnesses) kept away from Vasilovden and loaded onto a horse cart. The main group
celebrating Atanasovden is that of tsutsumans, who call themselves settlers, but
also include the other groups of the Roma population living in the Roma
neighborhood. pop (rushi), the groom and the bride (shamrock and b In the past,
the plague was a man dressed in old woman's clothes, tied with chains, wearing a
mask, usually with horns. Today, the plague has another image - "of something

animal, scary.” Only men who have not been married participate in the masked



Roma group. There is a special requirement for the years in which they have to
participate in the custom - three consecutive years. It is thought that if one
interrupts their participation, it will lead to bad consequences for him - he may
become ill, even if he dies. This group gathers in advance, prepares the masks,
buys part of them, determines who will be the participants and who will perform
the respective roles (of the plague, pop, bride, groom, scarecrows), market the
music and more. Ritual attire suits the role that the participant has: the priest is
with a dew, with a wad, wears a water kettle and a basil wrist; the bride is a man
who has more delicate features, the garment is white, the head has a bridal veil or
capella, he wears a handbag, and his face is covered with a mask that is heavily
red; the groom is in a black suit, with a white shirt, with a tie, his face is covered
with a mask with large mustaches attached; scarecrows have sharp hats, animal or
face masks, and are wearing clothing that resembles animal skins. There are bells

and paws on their waists and swords, axes or sticks in their hands.

The presence of music is a must. It accompanies the whole procession - from tying
the plague and going around the houses, to going out of the neighborhood and
burning the stuffed animal and the turtles. The plague is captured by the horrors.
She heads the procession or is stranded on a horse cart. The procession traverses
all the houses in the neighborhood, accompanied by music, followed by many
children and residents of homes that have already been visited. All the dishes are
washed in the homes of this day and ritual food is cooked - boiled chicken, boiled
white rice, milk with rice, plague cake, banitsa and more. In no case should pork
be put on the table because it is believed that the plague is Turkish. Only one year
in the "New Road" was skipped and the holiday was not celebrated. Then there was
a mortality of animals, diseases of humans and all were frightened. According to
the informants, it is a matter of the 1930s plague the plague in the summer. Even
the municipality of Vidin provided rice to the Roma population free of charge,
since "everyone was afraid of disaster.” Since then, the holiday is never missed. The
procession leaves to go around people's homes around 10 am. The pope blesses the
house and the household, sprinkles with basil each member of the household and
yard, and the farmers donate the "newlyweds” with money. It is then that the
cheeses are exported, which is done mainly by the children in Those attributes that

kept people alive during the Dirty Days are now being thrown on a horse cart in



which the plague is and are about to be burned. When the whole neighborhood is
bypassed, and this should be done by 1 pm, There, the music plays a few choir
tunes (but the choir is played only by the group of "newlyweds") and all head
towards the end of the neighborhood, behind the railway. In the past, ceremonial
dining was arranged in the forest. Along the way, the "Bibi" drink is carried by a
small child and the rest of the ritual food by an elderly woman (the hostess of the
home). Roma outside Vidin, they went out into the woods and each family ate
about a tree, then the neighborhood was on the bank of the Danube and the
collected cranberries were released on the river, and now the collected cranberries
are piling up and burning. the fire is thrown, and the plague of the plague must be
burnt o There are severely ill, burnt and old clothes in some family.The food is
overflowed, overflowed with wine, the candle is pre-lit on the drink, which is
driven into the ground and left to burn. The rest of the food is given to the next of
kin and all the dishes - plates and bottles are broken. According to custom, nothing
should be returned home. When the vessels are broken, it is called: for the aunt's
health, went into the woods, into the murky waters, and we (the Gypsies) to eat
and drink . Then people go home. With this, the overall celebration ends. The
masked party participants gather to collect some of the money raised, and most of

the amount is saved to buy masks for the celebration next year.

The plague-hunting custom was registered in the mid-20th century. Today it is
rather an attraction for the New Road neighborhood. There have been customary
changes in both the masking and the understanding of the individual elements. In
recent years, both Roman Muslims and Roma Christians have been attending
ceremonial meals. They carry the same ritual food, burn candles and call them

equally.
» Easter (Patragi)

And for the Roma the week before Easter is called "Passionate”, and every day it is
called "Passionate”. In the Bulgarian and Roma traditions, every day of the passion
week, a certain activity was performed. The house and yard were cleaned on
Monday and Tuesday. It didn't work on Wednesday. Eggs are painted on Thursday,
and Kozunaks are fried on Friday. In the Roma, particular attention is paid to the

coloring of eggs. The preferred color is red but other colors can be used. It is



imperative that the number of painted eggs be completed at 1 eg. 31.41, etc. The
first egg, which must be red, smears the cheeks of the children for health. This egg
is not eaten. it is placed under the icon next to St. George's Day when placed in the

mouth of a roast lamb by some Roma groups.

In Makresh, early on Sunday morning, the youngest daughter-in-law or daughter
takes a red egg, a geranium wreath, and goes to a rural water fountain. While full
of water praying for health and luck. Then he goes home. He awakens his parents
or his mother-in-law and sprinkles them with the water they bring, wishing they
were alive and well and still looking after her. Before sunrise, the head of the
family / Grandfather / goes to the nearest cereal field to bring the "furrow” /
which is a cereal crop /. The "furrow" is placed near the threshold of the house and
a red egg, money and an iron spoon are placed in it. One end of the spoon rests in
the "furrow” and the other in the threshold. Each of the family steps on one end of

the spoon and says "Christ is Risen."

In the Roma neighborhood of Vidin, the tradition of painting eggs for Easter is less
and less respected. The reason for this is the evangelical church beliefs to which
the inhabitants belong. They deny rituals such as painting eggs, burning candles,
praying before icons, and more. They spend all night waiting for the Resurrection
of Christ in the local churches, where there is a holiday program, prayers and
humble handwriting. Pastors are trained for days on end, and during a passionate

week, they alternate with serving in the center of the neighborhood.

Easter is always rich. At Easter, the long Easter fasts end and there is meat on the
table, most often roasted chicken and fish. In the center of the table is placed a
specially baked Easter cake with a candle. On this day, friends and relatives are

welcome to visit, exchanging painted eggs and rams.
» St. Todor's Day

Todor's Day is a traditional Roma holiday that is associated with horse racing.
Animals are prepared in advance for the holiday - they are given a special
decoration: strings of blue beads, red wool tassels and balls, braiding mane and
tail, placing bells and more. In addition to racing, horses also compete in towing

and for the best training. On the eve of the holiday, the children bathe for health,



and early in the morning on Todorov day the girls wash their hair "to grow like a
horse's tail." The horse, which won the race, receives a new rewards, a bag of oats,
a saddle the rider is given money, a cup, etc. After the holiday, a common meal is

made.

In the past, this day was celebrated much more extensively than the residents of
the "New Road". Many of them were engaged in horse breeding and were looking
forward to the holiday eagerly. It took place in several tours: The first was to
evaluate the appearance Everyone was able to enjoy the animals in the center of
the neighborhood, and the jury was competent to judge the coat, gait, appearance
and other features. The second was a race - the speed of the horses was evaluated.
Awards were proudly presented to the proud owners. To this day, Todorovden is
celebrated in the Roma neighborhood, but it has lost its luster from the past

because of the few residents left.

For the Roma, their free-spirited, lush and eclectic culture can say a lot. Their
holidays, customs, legends, songs and dances fill the imagination with colorful

paintings and are an integral part of our lives.
MYTHOLOGY

The oral folklore tradition of the Roma communities is a treasure trove that every
culture would be proud of - tales, songs, legends, legends, sayings, riddles, poetry.
Documentation has only begun in recent years. Roma folklore is the greatest and

inexhaustible spiritual wealth that shapes the attractive appearance of its bearers.

And the Roma keep a nostalgic memory of the ancestral land, of the sacred river,
of the exile, of the majesty of their ancient kings, of rulers wishing to destroy
them, of the pain of the unrealized Roma state and the missing alphabet, of the
saints - patrons, of harmful demonic beings, pursuing them in everyday life. All this
is related to the preservation of their own ethnic identity, so that the legend of a
king who decided to exterminate the Roma by releasing his starving three-headed
snake remains not a memory. Then the Roma prayed to the Lord: “Lord! This evil
king doesn't know what he's doing! We, too, are your creatures - poor, ragged and
hungry, with no home and no land. Forgive me, Lord, of the mischievous for the

work of blacksmiths and basket-makers, for the tinies and musicians. Stop the



snake, Lord! Otherwise, who's going to put the horses away to haul the load of the
world ?! Who will weave fruit baskets on earth ?! Who will make the pots shine in
order for the bread in them to be holy ?! And who will open the hearts of men with
a song to enter you, Lord, into them ?! Stop the snake, Lord! The world will be
desolate without us! "The Lord had mercy on them and sent Saint George to Kill

the dragon.

Here are some of the more polar stories told from mother to child, grandmother to

granddaughter, and preserved throughout the generations:
» HOMELAND

Once upon a time, the Gypsies had a large and rich country, their king was
powerful and their people numerous. Through their fertile land flowed a large
river, Tsingan or Gypsy, and from it the name "Gypsies". They lived happily in their
land. But whether because the people grew too much and there was no land for all,
whether because of the attacks of more powerful tribes, they were driven out of
their native land. Then the Gypsies took the long journey of resettlement in search
of new land and homeland. They walked, walked along the mighty Qingang River,

and reached Egypt and then scattered all over the world.

According to other variants, frightful beasts were introduced into the springs of the

large river, forcing the Gypsies to leave the fertile valley.
» THE GIPSY KING

Once a queen lived. She had a lovely garden with different roses. But she hated

gypsies because they had different skin color and ordered them to be destroyed.

The Roma king decided to teach the cruel queen a lesson. He destroyed her

garden. Her heart ached for the sadness of her roses.

Then the Roma king said to her:

"As it hurts you for your roses, so does it hurt for my people.”
Thus he saved the Roma tribe.

In another embodiment, the Lord saves the Roma. After destroying the garden with

different flowers and causing the queen to suffer for them, he told her:



“As your flowers are, so are my peoples. Just as it hurts you for every flower, so

does it hurt me for every people.
THE GIPSY KING - PHARAOH

When they were in Egypt, the Gypsies had a huge kingdom, a powerful and very
rich king, the Gypsy Pharaoh. And the gypsy queen was the most beautiful woman
in the world. The Gypsy Pharaoh was even stronger than the Lord Himself. When he
went to war, the sea receded and his troops went dry. But when the Roma were
driven out of Egypt, their kingdom, enormous wealth and gold were taken away
from their king Pharaoh. The sea retreated for the last time to land the Roma
people, but the waters quickly joined and flooded the path. Not all people were

able to cross, many died in its waters. The Roma alphabet then drowned.

In other variants of Egypt, the geese assisted the Roma in their escape by carrying
them on their wings across the Red Sea. That is why they worship this once

migratory bird and it is the main ritual food of Vasilovden.
Gipsy alphabet

Once upon a time, the Roma had an alphabet, but bad people hid it from them, as
many feared that the Roma, having their own reading and alphabet, as humerous,
disobedient to other peoples, would unite and create a very strong state.
Therefore, the villains deprived the Roma of the most important thing - the

alphabet, the writing, the culture, and scattered them all over the world.
» ROMA HAS EATEN THEIR CHURCH

And the Roma decided to build a church, but they wanted it to be one and unique,
better than the churches of