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Effects of oil on seabirds
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How likely are individuals of a species to be 
affected by oil based on their behaviour? 
i.e. do they spend a lot of time on the sea surface where 
they may come into contact with oil 

How vulnerable is the species?
i.e. is the species in decline and therefore of high 
conservation concern. If so, an oil spill may cause further 
declines in this species. 

How quickly will the species recover from an oil 
incident?
i.e. if a species lays many eggs and fledges lots of chicks the 
population will recover faster than if they only lay a single 
egg. 
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Who is
most at

risk from
an oil spill?
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