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CHALLENGES …. Global
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OPPORTUNITIES
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The Real Ireland 

PRIORITIES …...... Marine
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Connection

PRIORITIES …. Global
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DIASPORA

Ireland ... 70,000,000
Mayo .....   3,500,000

PRIORITIES - People
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PRIORITIES - People
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DOWNPATRICK 

Heartbeat of The Wild Atlantic Way   

PRIORITIES - Tourism
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2011

BALANCE
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IRELAND  2040 
Atlantic Economic Corridor 

Engineering the Future                                                                                                       



CLIMATE  JOURNEY

 WEATHER EVENTS

 ENERGY

 ASPIRATION
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Step 1: Preparing the Ground Step 2: Baseline Assessment Step 3: Future Climate Risks Step 4: Goals, Objectives & Actions Step 5: Implementation

WEATHER
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BRIDGES
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TEMPEST

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP7tvblofNAhWMOxQKHf1-Bi4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/this-is-what-a-wild-atlantic-weather-bomb-looks-like-30827720.html&bvm=bv.123325700,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEC2cgFOD6Lvk4Hs-BYMoFRKJqcTw&ust=1464882368792533


FLOODING

Climate Change Derry City & Strabane 2019

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGw8efkIfNAhWIHsAKHVyyACsQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/themayonews/status/675306721443713024&psig=AFQjCNE-sMfrSUjjyDfamjsyAaqo04IG2w&ust=1464880715321356
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMr-iNyKTNAhXmJMAKHTupB14QjRwIBw&url=http://www.herald.ie/news/families-rescued-by-boat-in-flood-chaos-34203013.html&psig=AFQjCNECHUNUic7k5yuWRsn_YKKj5Lif1Q&ust=1465892194294829


Bertra Beach 2014
EROSION
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ENERGY

 WIND

 WAVE

 BIOMASS
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2019  Oweninny - 61 Turbines 

Phase 1 … 89MW

1992  Belacorrick - 21 Turbines 

6.3MW
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ENERGY

https://www.bordnamona.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Oweninny-Wind-Farm-2018.mp4
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2016

Environment, Climate 
Action and Agriculture 

Section

2017

Climate Action Team

Climate Action Officer

Energy Officer

Flood Risk Manager   

2018

Adaptation

Mitigation

2018

Climate Action 
Regional Office
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• Coherence

• Co-ordination 
• Effective Leadership 

VISION
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Adaptation

Climate 

Action

Mitigation

Decrease GHG emissions

Enhance Carbon Sinks

Adjustments in natural or human 

systems in response to actual or 

expected climate risk which 

moderates harm and 

exploits beneficial opportunities'.

• Coherence

• Co-ordination 
• Effective Leadership 

APPROACH
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International and European Policies & Agreements

Kyoto Protocol - 1997
The Protocol is based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities: it

acknowledges that individual countries have different capabilities in combating climate

change, owing to economic development, and ergo puts the obligation to reduce

current emissions on developed countries on the basis that they are historically

responsible for the current levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by Ireland.

Paris Agreement - 2015
The Paris Agreement was adopted in 2015. The aims of the Agreement are to hold the

increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre‐industrial 

levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above 

pre‐industrial levels 195 Parties to the UNFCCC.

EU Adaptation Strategy -2013
White Paper on adapting to climate change in 2009 which was followed by publication 

of a strategy on adaptation in April 2013. The EU Adaptation Strategy has an overall aim 

of contributing to a more climate resilient Europe.

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change – 1992
The UNFCCC is an international environmental treaty adopted on 9 May 1992. It

entered into force on 21 March 1994 with the objective of “stabilizing greenhouse gas

concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous

anthropogenic interference with the climate system"

Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015

National Mitigation 
Plan (2017)

The first National 
Mitigation Plan (2017) 

represents an initial step 
to set us on a pathway to 

achieve the level of 
decarbonisation required.

National 
Adaptation 

Framework (2018)

In The NAF sets out the 
potential implications of 

climate change for Ireland 
and specifies the national 

strategy for the 
development of 

adaptation measures by 
key sectors and by local 

authorities.

Climate Change 
Advisory Council

The Climate Change 
Advisory Council was has 

several reporting 
obligations, including with 

regard to ‘Annual’ and 
‘Periodic Reviews’ of 

progress towards meeting 
the national transition 

objective; 

National Policies & Agreements

National Planning Framework – Ireland 2040
The transition to a Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Society is one ten key national

strategic outcomes which will guide the implementation of the new National Planning

Framework. The National Development Plan 2018-2017 brings almost €22 billion

between Exchequer and non‐Exchequer resources, to addressing the transition to a

low‐carbon and climate resilient society.

CONTEXT
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CLIMATE
READY 
MAYO
Engage │ Plan │ Adapt
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APPROACH



En
ga

ge The first key step 
in our approach is 
improving our 
understanding 
and 
communication 
of the risks from a 
changing climate 
across the Local 
Authority.

P
la

n The planning 
process will 
include details on 
how our climate 
is changing, 
potential impacts 
and opportunities 
and the 
identification of 
areas at risk

A
d

ap
t The success of 

this plan will be 
measured by our 
ability to develop 
and implement 
co-ordinated 
responses to 
climate risk 
where needed. 
Many adaption 
actions are 
already underway 
at Mayo County 
Council.

Mayo

County 

Council

Government 
Agencies

Schools

Third Level 
Institutes

Business

Sector

Communities 
Individuals

Climate 
Action 

Regional 
Office

APPROACH
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Atlantic Seaboard North Office

• Regional Coordinator:      David Mellett

• Senior Staff Officer:        Anne Ronayne

• Executive Scientist:     Maria O’Connell

• Assistant Engineer:               Liam Scott

Centre of Excellence

• Storm and coastal flooding risk & Sea Level Rise 
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Critical Buildings 

& Infrastructure

Roads

Architects

Housing

Planning

Coastal & Marine

Waste

Natural & 

Cultural Capital

Agriculture

Environment

Biodiversity

Heritage

Climate Action

Tourism

Water Resource & 

Flood Risk 

Management

Public W& WW 

Services 

Group Water 

Schemes

Water Quality

Flood Risk 

Management

Community Services

Fire Services 

Emergency Response

Civil Defence

Library

Municipal Districts

Economic/LEO

Mayo Sports Partnership

Community

Human Resources

Information Systems

Communications

Finance

Procurement & Efficiency

TEAMS
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Adaptation 
Strategy 

Team

Water Resource & Flood Risk 
Management

(Water Services – Public & GWS, 
Water Quality, Flood Risk)

Natural & Cultural 
Heritage (Agriculture, 

Environment, Biodiversity, 
Heritage, Climate Action, 

Tourism)

Community Services

(Fire & Emergency Services, Civil 
Defence, Library, MDs, 

Economic/LEO, Mayo Sports 
Partnership, Communications, 

Finance, Procurement)

Critical Buildings & 
Infrastructure 

(Roads, Architects, 
Housing, Planning, Coastal 

& Marine, Waste)

PREPARATION
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Name & Date of Event: February/March 2018, Storm Emma & “Beast from the East”.

During the third and four week of February easterly winds pushed continental polar air

across Ireland. Snow showers crossed the country on the 27th and led to significant

accumulations particularly in eastern and southern counties on the last day of the month.

In March an exceptionally cold Polar (continental) easterly airstream covered Ireland. In

addition, Storm ‘Emma’ tracked northwards from the Bay of Biscay during the first week

of March. It yielded widespread snow, ice and low temperatures. It was very cold with

widespread air and ground frosts.

"The jet stream is currently disrupted so we are getting storms from different regions.

“Precipitation at the north of the storm will be met with the Siberian winds sweeping in

from the east - and this will create snow.” Forecaster Joanna Donnelly 2018

Impacts:
Transport disruption on all roads, Knock airport, Irish Rail and Bus Eireann. Snow Ploughs, slat 
gritters and extra resources required.
Water treatment plants in many parts of Mayo are struggling to keep up with water supply 
demands with many people leaving taps running to avoid pipes freezing. 
Minor power outages
The freezing temperatures and snow impacted the farming community 
Civil Defence required to vulnerable populations 
Great Community spirit was highlighted during this event both locally and nationally

BASELINE



 CRITICAL  INFRASTRUCTURE

 COASTAL  and  MARINE

 BIODIVERSITY

 CULTURE  and  HERITAGE

 TOURISM

 WATER  &  WASTEWATER

 WATER  QUALITY

 FLOOD  MANAGEMENT

 EMERGENCY  SERVICES

 CORPORATE  SERVICES

 COMMUNITY &  ENTERPRISE 

RISK - OPPORTUNITY



OUTCOME

A county that understands how climate change
will affect the region, our businesses and
communities, and actively working together to
reduce our exposure to climate risks and to
capture new opportunities.
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GOALS

A Climate Ready Mayo

A county that understands how climate change will affect the region, our 
businesses and communities, and actively working together to reduce our 

exposure to climate risks and to capture new opportunities

Goal 1

Maintain the authority’s ability to provide 
an acceptable level of service in the face of 

climate impacts

Goal 2

Increase the resilience of the built and 
natural environment to climate change by 
planning and implementing appropriate 

adaptation measure

Goal 3

Promote opportunities associated with 
climate change
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Engage

Plan

Adapt

Engage
Improve education, awareness-raising and capacity on climate change, adaptation (and 
mitigation), impact reduction and early warning across the Local Authority departments, 
businesses, communities and individuals

Plan
Integrate climate change measures into policies, strategies and planning, as well as the 
identification of areas at risk to inform planning and decision‐making

Adapt
Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity, and develop and implement co-ordinated 
responses to climate risk where needed

Objectives

OBJECTIVES
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DELIVERY
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AMBASSADORS
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MONTH
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COMMUNITY 
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ENERGY
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TRANSPORT



Climate Change Derry City & Strabane 2019

RESOURCES



YOU
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COLLABORATION
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FUTURE …. NOW   !!!



Go raibh maith agaibh …  !!

GO MAYO ……… 2019 ………………………

Resilience
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