Reducing the flood risk through
floodplain restoration along
the Danube River and its tributaries
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Added value of floodplains Nature-based solutions for floodplain
restoration can help

Floodplains provide excellent They play an important role in _ _ _ _

habitats, particularly for birds; which controlling floods by storing, and - integrate flood protection, economic and ecological advantages;
use them as natural migratory thereby dissipating the energy of - widen the opportunities of floodplain management and its uses;
corridors and nesting sites. high water discharges.

- make the area more attractive for sustainable tourism;
- allow a higher habitat and species diversity;

« mitigate the effects of extreme weather events;
Floods are a natural phenomenon. They can,

however, turn into disasters causing widespread « prevent channel deepening; and
damage - especially where natural floodplains - achieve good water quality.

have been cut off from their rivers.

With floods becoming more serious and frequent due to
climate change, their negative impacts in Europe are
expected to increase considerably in the future. The climatic
shifts will leave society even more vulnerable to these
increasingly common incidents.

The project will choose floodplain areas and interventions along the
Danube River and its tributaries which will integrate the most

During 1980-2016, the total reported economic beneficial ecological and flood protection advantages.
EUR 436 losses cau.sed by weather and cIimtate-reIated
extremes in the European Economic Area (EEA)
amounted to approximately EUR 436 billion

(in 2016 Euro values) (EEA Report, 2017).

Feasibility studies will be conducted at five pre-selected pilot areas
along the Danube River and its tributaries. Measures will be
assessed, and new flood risk management options will be
elaborated in order to promote the best possible interventions for
the ecosystems and human society.
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s everal studies have already snown that a natura Selected pilot areas of the Danube Floodplain Project
management of floodplains provides greater
j human and ecosystem benefits if compared to
m P arable farming and intensive agriculture.

More sustainable, nature-based solutions are
needed to reduce the impact of floods and

preserve dynamic water ecosystems.

Kostanjevica na Krki, S/lovenia
Catchment-wide natural water retention solutions enable us to . .
" . . Middle Tisza, Hungary
mitigate the impacts of both floods and droughts. Water retention

not only reduces flood risk but ensures an improved water supply
which is good for vegetation and groundwater recharge, but also

for human uses such as extensive agriculture production. . .
Bistret, Romania
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