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This fact sheet summarises the experience in digitisation of plan data in Ireland. This explorative investiga-

tion includes information on the digitisation of plan data, on the digital platform that contains plan data, the 

current uses of digital plan data as well as foreseen developments of the investigated platforms. The in-

puts are based on both a desk study and interviews with experts at the Department of Housing, Planning 

and Local Government of the Irish Government. 
 

 

Ireland (Centralized; three levels of government) 

 

The most relevant spatial planning plan in Ireland is the National Planning Framework 2040. Its purpose is to enable all 

parts of Ireland, whether rural or urban, to successfully accommodate growth and change, by facilitating a shift towards 

Ireland’s regions and cities other than Dublin, while also recognising Dublin’s ongoing key role. The key issue addressed 

in the Framework is where best to plan for Ireland’s growing population and economy recognizing the role of the coun-

try’s three regions, capital, cities, and rural fabric. 

The digital plan data platform investigated is MyPlan – viewer.myplan.ie  

 

 

Background information 

Main stakeholder(s) Department of Housing, Planning, and Local Government 

Level of digitalisation of 

the geoportal 

Intermediate: the user can make a limited number of simple operations based on the availa-

ble plan data (e.g. sharing, printing, drawing, measuring) 

The digitisation of plan data 

Main purpose(s) To provide data for analysis purposes and to give a national overview of digital plan data. 

Added value Allowing for cutting edge analysis of land use by having the plans organized at the national 

level. 

The information is now a part of the digital economy as well. 

Main driver Leadership efforts took by planning advisors at the Department of Environment  

Several stakeholders who were interested in planning data in the project board. 

Main obstacle(s) Getting the data from the numerous amount of bodies involved in capturing plan data at the 

local level. Some problems were lack of interest or lack of resources to provide what was 

demanded by the Department. 
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Ireland (Centralized; three levels of government) 

Standards and methods There are no mandatory national zoning standards set of zoning use in Ireland, so each lo-

cal authority creates their own zoning classifications. The Department created the general-

ized zone type (GZT) and that is the standard used by the Department for mapping the local 

zoning classifications to a national classification.  

The current platform 

Type of plan data in-

cluded 

Zoning data connected to all municipalities’ spatial plans. 

Legal status of the plan 

data 

The digital plan data is not legally binding. Only the printed plan and maps are the legal doc-

uments. 

The current uses 

Type of users Planners, institutions, universities, companies, and the public. 

Number of users Between 500 and 1000 visitors per month. There are about 700 return users (people that 

come back to the platform) per month and around 1 million service requests monthly. 

Example of evaluation of 

planning practices or in-

novative practices 

The Department had an issue with over zoning when the economy was growing and space 

for adequate residential developments was needed. More land zone than the needed was 

being required and the system allowed us to see it. MyPlan gave the Department an over-

sight of what was happening at the local level.  

Also, it served to identify some data quality issues with the data that were addressed.  

Foreseen developments 

To capture zoning data from each local authority using software which pulls the data from the databases where it’s 

stored and publishing it with as little intervention as possible. The efforts are directed towards improving the datasets in 

use; making them more robust and valuable.  

 

 

Levels  Planning instruments  Included in the geoportal? 

National National Spatial Strategy No 

Sub-national Regional Planning Guidelines No 

Local Development Plans Yes 

Local Area Plans Yes 
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