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Exploral

Exploral Project: Exploring the cultural heritage of the cross 
border region through a digital library and oral sources
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The Project is co-funded by the European Union and by National Funds of Greece & Albania
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• Department of Computer Science 
• and Engineering, University of Ioannina

• Central Public Library of Konitsa

• Mubicipality of Permet
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Exploral partners
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The cross border region of Greece and Albania was an important
commercial caravan route.

Through the centuries:
cradle of all kinds of craftsmen
major producer of livestock and agricultural products

In a few years the region will be a major tourist route connecting Central
Europe to Greece and southern Albania

Exploral will provide engaging means to offer tourists the opportunity to:

• experience a unique personalized tour of this rich in culture, traditions,
arts and natural beauty area and

• visit multiple urban and rural points of interest
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The project EXPLORAL builds on the successful project
Balkaneana funded under the IPA Cross-Border PROGRAMME
"Greece - Albania 2007-2013" that delivered a multimodal digital
library with content from the Central Public Library of Konitsa and
the Municipal Library of Gjirokastra.

The overall objective is twofold: 

• (i) to transform libraries into a reference point for all
tourists visiting the cross-border area and

• (ii) identify and promote the common heritage of the
cross-border region through the study and analysis of the
oral history and tradition and their interconnection to the
written sources.
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Exploral in a nut shell (1)
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• The content of those oral sources have an inherent 
additional social value by contributing to the social 
cohesion, dynamic evolution, and durability of the 
cultural heritage.

• There is a significant interest, from an ethnographic, 
cultural and historical perspective, to record 
testimonies from oral sources in the cross-border 
area of interest.

5

Exploral in a nut shell (2)

Information Day



November 12, 2020November 12, 2020

• In the regions of Permet, Gjirokastra and Konitsa we can
discover different sides of history and traditions and identify
and promote common cultural characteristics that are
associated with the areas of interest.

• To this end, testimonies were recorded and connected to the
digital content that is already stored in the Balkaneana digital
library and the new Exploral digital repository will be an
enriched version of Balkaneana in terms of content and
functionality.

• Finally, EXPLORAL included the development of an
application for mobile devices (mobile app) that includes
interactive information on a map of the wider border area.
The interactive map will be interconnected with the content
from oral sources and the digitized material of Balkaneana in
the form of a customized documentary.
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• Thus, this connection of the touristic information with
valuable information acquired from oral and written
sources, would result to transforming the Library, in its
physical or digital form, to a reference point for all
tourists in the area.

• The project also entails the digitization of a large portion
of the Permet municipal library books and the extension
of the digitized collection of books, documents and
archives for the Library of Konitsa.

• Last but not least Exlporal will implement three additional
infrastructure activities: the reconstruction of the Permet
municipal library and the creation of a tourist helpdesk
at the public library of Konitsa.
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore
Περίπου 3000 
CHOs (cultural 
heritage objects, 
ψηφιακά 
αντικείμενα 
πολιτιστικής 
κληρονομιάς, 
κείμενα, άρθρα, 
βιβλία, 
ντοκιμαντέρ, 
εικόνες, μουσική). 
Στόχος 3500 μέχρι 
το τέλος του 
έργου. 
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore
Συνεντεύξεις – προφορικές μαρτυρίες από 40 μέρη στη διασυνοριακή 
περιοχή Ελλάδας Αλβανίας. 
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Σύνδεση προφορικών και γραπτών πηγών
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Εξερεύνηση 
με λέξεις 
κλειδιά, 
τοπωνύμια, 
θέμα, 
εκδότη, 
συγγραφέα 
…
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Αναγνώριση κειμένου και αναζήτηση στο περιεχόμενο των 
ψηφιοποιημένων κειμένων χρησιμοποιώντας συστήματα 
διαχείρισης/ανάκτησης/αναζήτησης πληροφορίας σε κείμενα 
φυσικής γλώσσας (Lucene – Solr)
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Αποτελέσματα αναζήτησης στο κείμενο (full text search) για την 
ερώτηση: «Φούντος»
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Αποτέλεσμα 1: από το 
περιοδικό Αώος (1929)

14Information Day



November 12, 2020November 12, 2020

Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore

Αποτέλεσμα 2:  
από το περιοδικό 
Κόνιτσα
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore
Αποτέλεσμα 3:  από το περιοδικό Κόνιτσα
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Ψηφιακό Αποθετήριο Exploral

http://exploral.eu/explore
Προσωποποιημένη 
περιήγηση με μία 
εφαρμογή έξυπνων 
κινητών διαθέσιμη 
για iOS και Android.
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Exploral System 
Architecture

Europeana
Network Attached Storage and Backup

Backend 
for Mobile 
Server app

Recommendations
Crowdsourcing

OCR and 
Content-based 
indexing and 
retrieval

Mobile app with all data and maps 
offline, customized and 
parameterized per user: 
personalized documentary and tour

oral sources
Interconnected
with digital
library content

EXPLORAL
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Information flow

librarian
Data input

Exploral

Libraries

Digitize data

Public users
Request data

Europeana

Request data

Request data
Request data…

Request data

Mobile 
app
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Thank you!

http://exploral.eu
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